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PUBLISHER'S NOTE- 



Justice to the reputation of the author of the follow- 
ing tal€, seems to demand a brief note here, explanatory 
of the circumstances under which the work has come to 
the public eye. 

It was written several . years since, as appears by some 
.entries on the MS., as the commencement of a series of 
Historical Tales, on the subject of which it treats, by Dr. 
J. L. E. W. Shecut, of South Carolina — (since de- 
ceased) — «i Writer of acknowledged reputation, and who 
was quite favorably known among believeis in the Final 
£econciliatio% irom several pamphlets of importqjice 
which he published some years since. 

This work, with several others, was found among the 
author's papers after his decea3e. It was evidently re- 
garded unfinished, from some notes attached, and in all 
probability would not have gone from the author's hand, if 
living, for public examination, without rewriting. 

I« it ask(!d— "Why, then, is it now sent forth ?" The 
answer is — its publication was commenced in a weekly 
periodical, with no other object than that of adding in- 
terest to the columns of that periodical for the time being ; 
but as the story progressed, a deeper interest was felt and 
expressed by readers, and'the calls for its publication in a 
more enduring form than that of a weekly journal, became 
80 numerous, that the publisher was induced to take meas- 
ures for giving it to the public in its present shape. 

That improvements might have been made in style and 
arrangement, may be freely admitted, without derogating 
in the least &om the credit, or talents, of the author, when 
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the circumstances under which the MS. was lefl, are con- 
sidered. From the pressing avocations of the publisher, 
it has been impossible to give it more than a cursory ex- 
amination, and consequently a hasty preparation for the 
periodical press, as the chapters appeared from week to 
week. 

But with all its defects in style, or discrepancies which 
may be observable in its plot and arrangement, it is hoped 
it will be found a readable story, and that its moral tone 
and spirit '^l prove to be unexceptionable t and in these 
feelings it is submitted to the charitable consideration of 
the public. 

THE PUBLISHER. 

New Yorjc, 5ep^, 1841. 

It may not be out of place to state here, that the pub- 
lisher has several other Manuscripts in his possession from 
the same pen. One tale, a continuation of |he subject of 
the present story — one of the series before alluded to — 
bringing the history down to the succeeding generation ; 
another story, of a strong moral character) the scene laid 
in a different field, in the more quiet and. peaceful walks 
of private life ; with many other papers, embracing Lec- 
tures, Essays, Comments on the Scriptures, &c., &c. The 
briefer articles will be given from time to time to the pub- 
lic, through the ensuing volume, (commencing in Nov., 
1841,) of the New York Christian Messenger. The 
leading articles — the Comments, Tales, &c., will be pub- 
lished either through the same medium,' or directly in book 
form, as circumstances may seem to require, or permit. 



DEDICATION. 

To the honored and truly respected desceadants *of 
the venerated Knickerbockers, or primitive settlers 
of" Der Nieu Nieder landts" (New York), this work, 
designed to transmit to posterity the integrity, virtue, 
and patriotism, of those illustrious personages, is most 
respectfully inscribed, by their admiring friend, and 
fellow-citizen, 

THE AUTHOR. 

Charleston, S. C, 1825. 



PREFACE 



" How d^e do, sir ?" said a neat tidy-looking little 
Dutchman to me, as I was attempting, in my last 
summer tour, the ascent to the summh of the beauti- 
ful ridge of moua|ains to the westward of Albany. 

On my retuming the compliment, I wa9 asked if I 
^^ere the gentleman that was expected to honor their 
society, with a visit at their contemplated meeting 
this day. 

« What society, sir ?" 

"A society of learned men, who have associated 
for the purpose of redeeming the literary re{)utation 
of America, by collecting the necessary materials 
towards furnishing the world with a history of the 
remarkable events connected with the first settlement 
of this continent by the Europeans." 

** A very laudable society, sir ; but I must assure 
you this is the first information I have received with 
regard to the existence of such a society in America.'' 

" This, sir, is Jtheir first anniversary, and to which 
they have invited the attention of the literati of Amer* 
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ica, by circulars; and as it was whispered that the 
Great Unknown^ across the Atlantic, in consequence 
of the cotton speculation, bad failed, and was turning 
his attention to this country, one of these circulars 
had been addressed to meet him at New York, 
should he, indeed, visit this countiy ; and I assure 
you, sir, that the society have been anxiously expect- 
ing that learned personage, and I was overjoyed in 
meeting you, certain that you could be no other than 
the identical person in question." 

" Yoxk do me great honor, sir, in attributing to me 
a character so enviable in the literary world ; but, sir, 
I must assure you that I have no pretensions to the 
copaparison, being no more than a traveller in search 

^ of ttmt relief from a mind burdened with intense ap- 
plication to studies of a debilitating nature, and which 
seeks in variety the necessary supply of amusement 
to qualify it for again resuming, with increased vigor, 
the objects of its pursuit." 

" Pardon me, sir, the liberty of assuring you that 
you are precisely such a character as our society are 
in quest of. Permit me, therefore, to introduce you 
to its learned and honorable members, who are as- 
sembling in yonder cavern,'^ pointing to a high ele- 
vation of the mountain. ** I shall introduce you to 
none but honorable men — to wit : there is the Rev. 
North American, the American Quarterly, thie — ^ 

Monthly, the Weekly; the Daily, etc., etc. ; 

and last, though mayhap not least, the Southern 
B . In short, sir, all the learned authors an'^ 

joumalista on the contineut." 
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Finding me inclined to hesitate, if not to refuse his 
polite iovitation, the stranger redoubled his entreaties, 
assuring me that, as I was an absolute stranger, had 
very much the appearance of a man of letters, and 
being in quest of relaxation, he would stipulate, if 
such was my desire, that I should be introduced as a 
travelling stranger ; that no questions Should be asked 
as to my residence, or pursuits in life ; and, further, 
that by a rule of their society which admitted learned 
visiters, I would be allowed the privilege of remain- 
ing a mere listener, or, if I thought proper, I might 
take part in their debates, without the least hinderance 
or molestation, and that I would be at liberty to 
withdraw whenever it suited either my inclination or 
ccHivenience. 

This proposition being so truly republican, leaving 
me free to act, to think, and to speak for myself, I 
felt my objections yield ; and thanking tha stranger 
for his polite invitation, we gradually ascended the 
mount. With much address, and some risk of falling 
to the rocky plain beneath, we ultimately succeeded 
in attaining to the mouth of the immortal cavern ; 
entering which, my guide introduced me to the 
learned gentlemen, in the following terms : " Mr. 
President and G-entlemen of the Society of Censors, I 
have the honor of introducing to your learned body a 
very respectable visiter, who is the very learned and 
renowned Mr. ." I was received by the so- 
ciety with politeness, and as politely handed to a seat, 
from which I could perceive that the eyes of all the 
members were attentively measuring the height, and 
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depth, and length, and breadth of my capacity, ac- 
companied with significant winks and shrugs. I 
could distinguish, also, though spoken in a low tone, 
the accents of a learned Caledonian, who, having 
mistaken the words of introduction, very shrewdly 
remarked, ** I knew W^Wy McCallum, of Edinbro'— 
as glib a pen as e'er scribbled for the Edinbro' Re- 
view ; an' if, indeed, it be Wat himsel', we shall soon 
ha' warm discussions on the proposed subjects of this 
day's meeting." 

The President having called the society to order, he 
informed them that, as preparatory to the establish- 
ment of rules for the formation of a proper standard 
for the government of American authors, it was ne> 
cessary to discuss the subject as follows: "It is the 
design of the society to hand down to posterity the 
early history of America ; and that it may be ^ work 
of profit to the society, as well as of instruction to its 
patrons, it is necessary to consider the diiferent classes 
of readers. These consist of the four following class- 
es: 1. The novel readers — the proportion of which, 
to the three other classes, are as^the infidels to the 
vital Christians. 2. Historical readers. These are in 
the same proportion that the Jews are to the Gen- 
tiles. 3. Theological readers ; numbers very limited. 
4. Physic and law readers ; a detached set of beings'" 
a kind of mongrel readers, who study these scieno 
for profit, and not for amusement, but who, hevertb 
less, will glance at a novel now and then by wp 
destroying ennui" At that moment I felt m*" 
piach> 
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*^It is plain, therefore/* continaed the President, 
*^ that if we consult our own interests, we must as- 
sume, as a standard, the public taste, which will vAiir 
inately result in favor of that style of writing which 
will be read by the greater portion of the community. 
Hence, thu standard will be what has been gener« 
ally termed novels, I would therefore invite the at- 
tention of the society to the discussion of this subject, 
and shall be pleased to hear the opinion of any of the 
learned members, or of the learned Mr. ." 

A member rose, and expressed his opinion that, 
although novel-reading appeared ta be the most pop- 
ular reading in America, and although the interests 
of the society would be advanced by the adoption of 
that kind of writing as a standard, yet, notwithstand- 
ing these considerations, it would be impracticable for 
the society to adopt it, without a violatiofi: of the 
principles which led to its formation. 

" The reasons which I shall advance, Mr. Presi- 
dent," continued he, " are too obvious and too weighty 
to be overlooked. It has been decided by one of our 
learned brethren, that the introduction of religion, or 
religious conversation, in novels, is altogether incon' 
gruous, and totally inapplicable to the subject. It is, 
indeed, like * throwing pearls before swine.' Where- 
fore, as the object of the society is to collect, collate, 
and to arrange the materials for handing down to 
latest posterity the early history of the pilgrims of 
America, their sufferings, privations, and difficulties; 
and as they were a religious community, and fled 
from Europe fcnr the purpose of enjoying liberty of 
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conscience, it is obvious that much of their early his- 
tory must be religious ; how, then, can we possibly 
assume the system of noyel-writing as the standard 
of our history, with such facts before us ? and partic- 
ularly as the yery foundation materials on which we 
propose to commence our important undertaking cop- 
tains a vast body of religious matter — in fact an en- 
tire new view of theology, as derived from the Indian 
sachem Ishnoojulutsche, or the Eagle of the Mo- 
hawks ?" 

The Society were struck dumb with this weighty 
appeal — no member presuming to rise in answer oi 
opposition. I expressed a wish to glance over the 
papers purporting to be a New View of Theology, 
when my guide, rising, addressed the President as 
follow : — 

'* Mr. President, and Grehtlemen of the learned So- 
ciety of Censors : It is the wish of Mr. > — , on 

my right, to have a glance at the documents in ques- 
tion." 

It was therefore moved, seconded, and carried, that 
I should be gratified with the cursory perusal of 
them. They were therefore withdrawn from a kind of 
round trunk, having the antiquated appearance of an 
Egyptian sarcophagus^ or, more familiarly speakings 
a common hee^gum, or hive. 

My guide informed me that I could withdraw 
the inner apartment for an hour, where I might gj 
these papera the necessary inspection, while the i 
ciety were transacting its imvate business, and elf 
log its officers for the ensuing year ; to which I rr 
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, and, taking the packet in my hand, with a 
', I passed the learned members, and shutting 
ip in the interior apartment of the Rocky 
I lost no time in examining their contents, 
a careful handling of these ancient relics, I 
ibly struck with their Tery close resemblance 
icently-discovered Herculaneum manuscripts ; 
1 their mutilated, and, in several instances, 
iefaced pages, I almost despaired of success 
'taining their true character. Toward the 
the hour, I very luckily fell in with that par- 
>ortion of these documents which related to 
ious character. This part I read with more 
lal attention. It was novel, it was interest- 
t contained such a view of Religion as had 
been promulgated in this new world. I was 
led — and at that moment my attentive guide 
1 me that the Society, having transacted their 
isiness, were ready to receive the documents 
ed to*my reading, accompanied by any re- 
might be pleased to offer. 
I prepared, and, bundling up the Valuable 
! followed my guide into the Society Hall, 
laking my best bow, I conmienced : — 
President, and Gentlemen of the learned So- 
Censors — I avail myself of the comrtesy of 
y liberal Society, to offer you a few hasty 
on the invaluable papers now in my hands, 
iportant bearing on the history and native 
f a nation, generally considered barbarous, 
pable of civilization ; the important private 

2 
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details of the alliances, wars, and other public trans- 
actioDs, between this nation and the European settlers, 
onr ancestors ; and, above all, the liberal and apos- 
tolic views of ihs religion of our forefathers, as re- 
corded in these papers, afford irresistible inducements 
for giving them publicity* 

^ We have been told, that ^ It has been decided by 
one of the learned brethren, that the introduction of 
religion or of religious conversation in novels, is alto- 
gether incongruous, and totally inapplicable to the 
subject; tharjt is indeed like throwing pearls before 
swine.' Mr. President, I hope for the honor of yodr 
Society, and for the reputation of the learned member 
himself, that these degrading expressions may never 
come before the American public, particularly before 
the female portion of that public, who are well known 
to constitute by far the majority of owe novel-reading 
community. 

" Where, Mr. President, could have been the fore 
and after thoughts of the learned member, when he 
made this debasing confession? What, sir! com- 
pare the loveliest,, and most loved of all Hesrvea's 
creation, to the very filthiest of all quadrupeds — to 
swine ! [Hear ! hear !] 

"Why, sir, flesh and blood cannot bear it, and! ! 
am well assured, that if one of my lovely acquaint- 
ances was to see the odious passage, she would ride 
fifty miles,, sir, to have satisfaction of the thoughtless 
reviewer. [Hear! Hear! with low murmurs in the 
immediate vicinity of the offendiDg member.] 

" But to arrive at the point, sir. It is my opinion^ 
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Its it is, I am proud to say, the opinion of ever 7 man 
and woman of common gtnse in America, that^eiy 
citizen iias a right to his own opinion, on all subjects, 
whether of law, physic, or divinity j^ and, provided 
those opinions are not expressed in violation of the 
laws of the land, the Constitution of the United States 
guaranties to its citizen's, not only liberty of conscience 
and freedom of speech, but also secures to them the 
rights and privileges of their productions, whether 
mental, animal, vegetable, or mineral. [Hear ! Hear !] 
An author's works, containing his idws and concep- 
tions of things, are, ipso facto; bis right and property ; 
a right which no man, or set of men, have a right to 
trespass upon. [Hear! Hear! a novel construction 
of rights, truly.] 

'* True, sir, the author gets his book printed ; it 
contains, according to his own ideas and conceptions, 
a combination of subjects, relative to history, law. 
physic, and divinity ; it has pleased him, as the au- 
thor, thus to combine them ; and, taking especial care 
to avoid whatever might give oiSence, I demand what 
right has any other to pr^ounce judgment upon their 
ideas or conceptions, and their modes of combination ? 
[Hear ! Hear !] Sir, I contend that it is an innovation 
of the rights and privileges secured to authors by the 
Constitution. [Hear ! Hear !] It may be contended, 
sir, that the purchaser of the book has a right to pub- 
lish his opinions on the merits or demerits of the au- 
thor. Sir, I peremptorily deny^the right ! [Hear ! 
Hear! This is a novel mode of reasoning, truly.] 
The assumption of such a right is a violation of that 
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axticle of our Constitution which has proTJded that 
one citizen shall not injure his fellow-citizen ; and let 
me ask, sir, if an author is not seriously injured, both 
in his reputation and in his property, by an unfavora- 
ble review of his book, or an opinion expressed in the 
manner already noticed? [Hear! Hear! astonish- 
ing!] 

'* Sir, I further contend, that the expressions which 
go to depreciate the value of a book, are actionable 
at common law, in the same manner that a trespass 
upon any other property is actionable ; and this proves 
that an author has an incontestable right to publish 
all lawful opinions, or combinations of opinions ; and 
that every reviewer who presumes to call in question 
this right, or that dares, in defiance of common law, 

4 

to pronoiHice upon the book to the injury of the au- 
thor, has trespassed upon the right and property of 
the author, and" (clenching my fists with some 
warmth), " wo to the reviewer that wotdd dare to write 
aught against anything that I might write or pub- 
hsh ! [Here the members all hung their heads.] 

"Sir, I now take leave respectftilly to move, that 
* the public be allowed to judge for themselves ; and 
to be either pleased or displeased, asthey may think 
proper, with the book or with its author ; and that, 
henceforth, all books published in America be permi 
ted to stand or to fall, upon their own merits 
demerits.* 

" The reasons, sir, that have urged me to this no 
tion, are briefly these: If a work has not merit stf 
clent to obtain for it a liberal patronage, it will, u^ 
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sarily, sink into disrepute, merely for its want of 
merit, and the reviewers will escape the hearty curses 
of its disappointed author, and his equally-disap- 
pointed family. If, on the other hand, it possess 
great merit, in the opinion of a majority of the read- 
ing community, and it should so happen that its 
merits are overlooked by the reviewer, he is imme- 
diately denounced as an ehvious scribbler, a vain, 
ignorant pretender to criticism, or * a shallow, very 
\ shallow fellow,* a character which, lam well con- 
vinced, neither of the learned members of your hon- 
orable Society are ambitious of attaining." [Here 
the heads were all raised, and No! no! no ! was ut- 
tered from every mouth.] 

The motion being seconded by the member that 
introduced me,~ was carried unanimously. The So- 
ciety, by their President, then requested my opinion 
as to the character of the work, which was to be 
prepared from.^hese papers; whereupon I again 
arose, and addressed them as follows : — 

** Mr. President, and you Gentlemen of the learned 
Society of Censors — In compliance with your re- 
quest, I will now call your attention to the disposi- 
tion of the mass of important MSS. in your posses- 
sion, as also to the character of their publication. I 
will, however, attend first to their character, and I 
will appeal to you, Mr. President, whether, attending 
to the strict etymology of words, the Society could 
with literary accuracy adopt for these papers a term 
more appropriate than that of novel? 

<< And pray, sir, what are we to undst^V'dxAV) 'Ocl^ 

2* 



iMrd TiiiBel t I vill Dot iamlt the learned members 
by explaining to tbem what they atreadf know, but 
I take leare to mention, foi those that do not know, 
that a novel, in the strictest sense of the term, as ap- 
plied to books and papers, meaae aoytbing new or 
uncommon. A new book on divinity is, therefore, a 
novel book on divioity. The same of books on his- 
tory, ]^ysic, law — in short on any branch of science 
W philosophy ; .and a combination of several, or of 
Ike whol'e'of tbese, may be strictly eniided a novel 
encyclq)edia, or, in plain English, a neir encydopedia. 
[Admirable ! excellent ! noble ! was uttered in differ- 
ent directions.] And as these papers contain much 
valuabie information on the early history of the Eti- 
Topeaa settlers; some important love-adventures; 
some wars and reprisals; nnmerous sighs, and not a 
few tears, independently of the religious sentimenw 
of the great Indian Sachem; and as it appears to . 
havebeen the wish of their donor that they should 
be handed unimpaired to your readers^to posterity, 
not in detached parts, not separate, but in the precise 
order in which you have received them, arranged in 
their original and antiquated envelope, yonder antique 
bee-gnm. . .~ . ." 

Considerable debating as to the propriety of giving 
publicity to (be religious opioions of the Sachem 
took place, and fiom the character of these debates, 
I ascertained thaf the Society was composed of va- 
rioii= - s — ol' all puru of arians ; to wil, 

reral Ani/ihing^nant; Umt-ariam; 

Presbyt-ariaris, ka. Heace, (joncri^ j 
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ingthat they were not likely to agree among them* 
selves, I hastUy arose, and^htomiog loud two or 
three times, I again requested to~ be heard, which 
being granted, I began : — 

"Mr. President, &c. — Perceivipg that your So. 
ciety is composed of rarious sects of religionists, each 
of whom are either prejudiced ^gainst every other, or 
bigoted with respect to his own sect, I readily per- 
ceive that you are not likely to s^gree as to the matter 
now under )liscussion. If the Society^wiH allow me, 
I will take the responsibility of the doctrines and 
tenets of the great Indian Sachem upon myself, and 
I will guaranty to the Society and to the reading 
world at large, that however varied the subject-mat- 
ter of these papers — however fanciful the expres- 
sions and flights of the wnter, there shall not be 
found one sentence on any of its pages that shall call 
forth the blush of shame upon the cheeks of modesty, 
and with regard to the religious opinions of the Sa- 
chem, I do sincerely pledge myself that there will 
not be a solitary exinression that may not be read and 
studied with interest and 'delight by every sincere 
Christian.'* 

This operated like a charm. l%e MSS. were 
unanimously voted to my care for publication, and a 
rote of thanks being moved by a member, and sec- 
onded by all the rest, it was unanimously resolved 
that, for the able and most luminous address with 
which the Society had been honored, and the inde- 
pendent manner in which the fights of authors had 
been defended, discussed, and proved b^ X\ie;ix\«VRL^^ 
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visiter, that the hearty, thanks of the Society, to- 
gether with a certificate of honorary membership, be 
voted to Mr. . 



Note. — The authar adcnbwledges the occurrence of one or 
more anachronisms in the following pages. 
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CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTORY. 



The customs, habits, manners, and forms of gov- 
ernment, of the abbrigines of North America, nave 
been variously represented by historians, particular- 
ly those of the French and English nations, each of 
whom claimed the right of territory from previous dis- 
covery. The most important of these histories have 
been published, nearly two centuries ago, and have 
become almost out of reading, if not_out of print. The 
English histories, particularly that of Hon. Cadwal- 
LADER CoLDEN, oue of his Brittauic majesty's Coun- 
sel for the state of New York; and that of Mrs. 
Grant, are among the most important, as containing 
not only official, and hence authentic records, but a very 
faithful and just representatioi^f the North Ameri- 
can Indians, from tne first set^neht of the whites 
amon^ them, up to the ];)eriod of the publication of 
the history of the former in the year 1755. The au- 
thor' of this tale has sprinkled it freely throughout 
with innocent flights of fiction and of fancy. 

The subject matter of the present tale hai^i^iAt^^^^ 
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to the confederate tribes of Indians inhabiting the 
vast territory from Montreal, in Canada, to Manhat- 
tan, or the Nieu Nederlandts, now known as New 
York, the emporium of America. These confeder- 
ated tribes \^re distinguished at that early period, 
1609 (the epoch of the first settlement of the Dutch 
emigrants on Manhattan), and subsequently, as ** the 
Five Nations,^' and had assumed for themselves the 
credit of being a nation of " Ongue-honwe, i. e. a 
race of men surpassing all others. An attentive pe- 
rusal of the early history of the Five Nations will 
show that it was a character which they were, in 
many senses, properly enough entitled to. 

As an introduction to the present tale, it is necessa- 
ry to inform our readers that these nations were gov- . 
erned, each by a chief, who, though exercising the. 
right of kings in their respective nations, in conse- 
quence of their confederation, were under the govern- 
ment of one great chief, whose power extended over 
the whole. Besides these chiefs, or sachems,^ a term 
equivalent to that of monarch, each nation had their 
veteran and cadet warriors, and their learned orators. 
And these offices and honors were the rewards of 
great military proijvess, or extraordinary political at- 
tainments, and were conferred by the unanimous con- 
sent of the nation ; it stimulated to active exertion 
each male member of the confederacy, and hence the 
Five Nations boasted, a more powerful race of war- 
riors, and a greater number of learned men, than any 
other nation of Indians on the North American con- ' 
tinent. ^ 

The Indians, like all other human beings, are proud 
of titles of distincti^ and thus we find in each na- 
tion, tribes or famiJflT, who, according to their talents 
or their prowess, have conferred on them the distinc- 
tive appellations, that translated into English, signify 
the Eagle, the Tortoise, the Bear, the Tiger, t^*^ 
Wolf, the kSnake, the Squirrel, &c. Thus when 3 
warrior, or a learned sachem, has conferred on hii 
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either of these distinctive appellations, every membei 
of his tribe is entitled to the honor of the name be- 
stowed upon the head or chief- of their tribe. 

When the Dutch colony first settled itself among 
these warlike nations, they found the great Tortoise 
their ruling monarch, and be was justly esteemed one 
of the most prudent and most formidable warriors of 
the Five Nations. He was the most active, enterpri- 
^ sing and fearless hero of the age. His military fame 
not only reached the extremes of North America, in 
which he was the dread of his enemies and the idol 
of his nation, but had been reported to the monarchs 
of France and England, who became anxious to be- 
hpld this North American prodigy of wisdom and suc- 
cessful valor within their respective realms. Am- 
bassadors w^e sent with special invitations frum both 
courts to the great chief oC the Five Nations, soliciting 
a friendly visit from their transatlantic brother ; which 
though not at that time acceded to by this formidable 
.^hiefy their European majesties had some time after 
the honor and gratificatioQ of receivibg. He spent 
, sevfp years in their respective kingdoms. 

The circumstance thus hinted at, though it forms 
but a small part of the design of the present tale, is 
notwithstanding so in^rwpvetf with the history of the 
Five Nations, that it has been deen^ed necessary to 
notice it thus incidentally^ 

The hero and heroine of the |ale, were the descend- 
ants of the first Dutch settlers on the Mohawk river, 
and in the midst of these magnanmous Indians, with 
whom they had entered ioto a friendly alliance. 

At the head of these Dutch settlers stood the amiable 
and truly christian father, Corlaerj venerated by his 
countrymen, and honored by their allies. This hum.- 
ble and sincere christian, influenced by a spirit sim- 
ilar to that of the great founder of Pennsylvania, en- 
tered with good faith into a treaty with the Five Na- 
tions, and purchased from them at a fair price as 
much land on the Mohawk iLvei as vioxxV^. %^tH^ \^>& 
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little detached colony for planting, and for the settle- 
ment of a village, which is known by the name of 
Schenectady. 

The vicinity of this Dutch village to the Mohawks* 
town at Canajoharie, the residence of the great 
chief of the Indians,* occasioned the frequent inter- 
course between the residents of both ; and from the 
inflexible honesty of these settlers, dnd the sound and 
discriminating judgment of the Mohawk chief, an in. 
timacy, growmg into a friendship as sincere as it was 
lasting, proved to be the natur^ result of so much 
honest and artless simplicity as was practised between 
them. ,The good Corlaer was distinguished among 
the Mohawks as the great sachem of the Dutch set- 
tlers at Schenectady, and together with the meek and 
exemplary divine, the pious Conrade, were esteemed 
by the nations as the " Ongpe honwe'' of the whites. 
The friendship growing out of their vicinity and de- 
lightful intercourse, proved to be. the means of awa- 
kening in the heart of the ^eat warrior-chief of thg 
Mohawks a* thirst for religious instruction, w^ich-^ 
under the judicious conduct and anostolic teachiqg of 
the Dutch minister, who was a follower of MemnpD| 
paved the way for this distinguished, chief^iiit ontf 
to become a true and lincQ3re'C#nver^/t(5 ohristianin 
but to visit Europe for the purpose of grati^ng hi 
unbounded thirst for usefui knowledge, particiuaidl 
with respect to a knowledge of true and evangello 
religion. i 

In the course of a few years after their first settl 
ment of Schenectady, the dominie, as the minisf 
was called, had succeeded in organizing a school 
which he labored to, instruct the children of his J 
rishioners in the necessary branches of reading, if 
tinfi^, arithmetic, and their civil and religious duti> 
and his neighbors, the Mohawks, were so well plf 
ed with his method, and desirous withal of h%^ 
their children taught by their esteemed father, i 
together with those of his ^rishioners, the chilf 
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of the most distjpguished Mohawks were received and 
taught in this primitive sphool. 

Conrade Weise, the hero of our tale, and Wilhel- 
mina Keift, the heroine, both received their first in- 
struction from the venerable parson Conrade, after 
whom our hero was natned, and for both of whom 
he was sponsor. In this patriarchal school were 
taught, also, most of the individuals, whether Euro- 
pean or native, whose names and whose deeds are 
recorded on the pages of these volumes. The good 
dominie lived to see the happy fruits of his pious la- 
hors, in the truly moraland correct conduct of all his 
youthjSiil charge; as also the permanent religious im- 
pression on the mind of the great chief, and of the son 
and daughter of the second most distinguished war- 
rior of the nation, the far-famed Silver Kettle. He 
was, however, soon called to the reward o£i\^e right- 
eous, and his early and lamented death threw the in- 
habitants of both villages into the deepest gloom. 
This melancholy event decided the great chief in his 
intention to visit Europe. He summoned the grand 
council of the nation, abdicated his claims to royalty 
in fevor of his esteemed brother soldier, the Silver 
Kettle, and soon after departed for England, accom- 
panied by an early friend of his nation, and carried 
with him the best affections of his people, together 
with those of his fauhful friends and allies, the Du^ch 
settlers of the entir# Nieu Nederlandts, hut more es- 

Eecially of his nearer firiends and neighbors, the in- 
abitants of Schenectady. 

The character and martial prowess of their late 
chief was still held in the highest veneration by the 
entire families of the confederacy, whose astonish- 
ment, however, was extreme, that a warrior — whose 
military achievements were carved on the bark of a 
thousand trees, from the western banks of the Hud- 
son to the eastern shores of the lakes, Ontario, Huron, 
and Michigan; whose conquests had struck terror 
into the hearts of the distant tribes oC A.^kcnxdA!^^^^'^* 

3» 
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tanas, Quatogheie, Uttawawas, and others, inasmuch 
that the single name of the great Tortoise of the Mo- 
hawks proved an effectual barrier against the inroads 
or approaches of all the hostile tribes of North Amer- 
ica, should experience so great and marvellous a 
change. 

He who had led them through 6o many hazardous 
yet successful campaigns, and acquired for their na- 
tion a name and a fame unequalled in th^ annals of 
nations ; who so lately had been thirsting and burn- 
ing for martial glory, and like the Mac^onian em- 
peror, had almost wept because there were no more 
worlds to conquer, had conquered himself, and had 
become the willing disciple of the humble and sincere 
minister of the cross, rejoicing at the happy opportu- 
nity of sitting at the feet, as it were, of this devoted 
followei^ of the Lamb, and drinking deeper and yet 
deeper of the waters of life, renouncing the honors, 
the pomp and the fame, together with .die glories of 
this world, and earnestly contending for those of an- 
other, and better, and holier — a world whose glories 
would never fade, nor end. 

The^ndians are emphatically a race of contempla- 
tive beings; they reflect much and deeply before 
they decide, and having once decided, they remain 
most commonly firm to their decision. And though, 
like all other nations, they were tinctured with super- 
stition, it may be truly said of the Five Nations, that 
they were not so much tinctured with it as were the 
nations of civiliJzed Europe. They firmly believed 
in the governing providence of the Great Spirit, and 
after mature reflection they attributed the wonderful 
change of their late illustrious chief to a work of the 
Deity. And these native children of the forest, like j 
the Egyptians of old, acquainted with no other method, 
of transmitting to posterity the remarkable occurr^ 
ces of their time, than those of cutting on the bf '^ 
of trees, or impressing upon clogs or stones cev 
jnarics or chariacleTs, sis symboU or hieroglyph 
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nded to perpetuate them ; so neither had they any 
er method by which to distinguish and perpetuate 
characters of their great men than by oestowing 
n them the names of such animals, to whose sa- 
ity, fleetness, strength or courage, they bore the 
3t striking resemblance. 

\a the present occasion their thoughts were bent 
bestowing an appropriate name upon their late 
*f, whose transition from a soldier of this world to 
)ldier of the cross, pointed to them the propriety of 
nging his name from the great Tortoise, whose 
cements were confined to the land and the waters, 
hat of the g^reat American Eaffle, which is consid- 
1 as the only bird that can look the sun in the face 
hout blinking, and who, on leaving the earth, soars 
her in the heavens than any other of the feathered 
e. It was therefore decided to apply to him the 
Qe and qualities of that bird ; and henceforth, in 
continuance of these' pages, the name of "The 
II.E OF THE M0HA.WKS," will claim a distinguish- 
3Lnd highly important consideration from our read- 
as the friend and companion of our hero and 
oine, and as an instrument for the moral iniprove- 
It of his yet beloved nation, of whom the foUow- 
brief sketch of their early character is derived 
n the writings of Cayenderongue, the name of a 
Bible warrior of the tnbe of the Bear, conferred on 
Hon. Counsellor Golden, to whom the Indians 
de a compliment of naturalization, by adopting . 
] as one of their tribe^ and conferring upon him 
foregoing name which connected him with the dis- 
ruished honors of their then chief, the Silver Eet- 

' An old Mohawk Sachem, in a poor blanket and 
y shirt, may be seen issuing his orders with as ar- 
ary an authority as a Roman Dictator. It is not for 
sake of tribute, however, that they make war, but 
n the notions of glory which they have ever most 
m^)f imprinted upon their minds ; and xYwe lKt\)cL^x 
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they go to seek an enemy, the greater glory they 
think they gain. There can not, I think, be a greater 
or stronger instance than this, how much the sen* 
timents impressed upon a people's mind- conduce to 
their grandeur, or one that more verifies a saving of- 
ten to be met with, though but too Uttie minded, that 
it is in the power of the rulers of a people to make 
them either great or little ; for by inculcating only the 
notions of honor and virtue, or those of luxury and 
riches, the people in a little time will become such as 
their rulers desire. 

" The Five Nations in their love of liberty and of 
their country, in their bravery in battle, and their con- 
stancy in enduring torments, equal the fortitude of the 
most renowned Komans.^ I shall finish," says our 
author, ** their general character, by what an enemy, 
a Frenchman, says of them. Mons. de la Poteeir, 
in his history of North America, says, 'When we ' 
speak of the Five Nations in France, they are thought 
by a common mistake to be mere barbarians, always 
thirsting after human blood ; but their true character 
is very different. They are indeed the fiercest and 
most formidable people in North America, and at the 
same time are the most politic and judicious that can 
be well conceived ; and this appears from the man- 
agement of all the affairs which they transact, not only 
with the French and English, but likewise with al- 
most all the Indian nations of this vast continent.' " 

I confess that after having perused the histories of 
these nations by French and English writers, who 
were eyewitnesses of their characters and conduct, 
that I was greatly disappointed in finding them charg- 
ed, by an American writer of great eminence, as a 
nation of " liars, thieves, and murderers."* These au- 
thorities are unquestionably at great if not irrecon- 
cilable variance, and I am free to confess that I en- 
t^tain so high an opinion of the nxora^ ^^^ religiouf 

'i 
* Dr, Aamsay's Hiitory of ih.e \Tidtftd. State0> ^^^' ^' ^' ^^' 
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character of our illustrioas American historicmapher, 
that I am satisfied that nothing short of a firm 
conviction of the truths of " the state of the aborigines 
and country when first discovered^*' as described by 
him in his Colonial Civil History of the United States, 
could have induced him to record such matters as 
historical facts, that are so directly opposed to the 
facts contained in the foregoing official histories of 
these nations ; and the onl v method by which I con- 
sider it probable to reconcile these differences, will be 
to compare these nations in their primitive and una- 
dulterated state, prior to the settlement of the whites 
among them, with their subsequent subdued, degraded 
and adulterated condition, while passing from a state 
of what is termed savage barbarity, to that of civili- 
zation with all its concomitants of good and evil. 
This purpose will be measurably effected by the de- 
tails recorded in the following chapters, as collected 
from the documents heretofore alluaed to. 
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CHAPTER II. 

In tbe dread da^. 
A deeper blush will tinge thy cheek, O ! man ; 
A deadlier woand thy conscienoe must endure : 
When retributive justice calls thee to account 
For the great wrongs done to thy fellow man. 



I know not by what law, and law is but an instru- 
ment of justice, that nations, professing the mild and 
peaceably religion of the Redeemer, can or will jus- 
tify themselves of the wrongs done to the aborigines 
of North and South America. The heart turns with 
sickening disgust from the recorded cruelties of the 
Spaniards upon the more noble Mexicans and Fera- 
Yiaos. It shrinks with horror at those practised upon 
the confederated tribes of North American Indians 
by the French, each of which nations claiming the 
high and lofty title to Christianity, with the specious 
pretence of converting these heathen savages, as they 
nave been termed, have deluged their country with 
blood, subverted their principles and reduced them to 
a state of slavery ; and coercing their lawful title to 
the soil of their ancestors, have founded a new claim, 
upon false principles of law ; have established their 
right to the new world by discovery and subsequent 
possession ; by force of arms and of trickery. 

The religious tenets of the nations just noticed, al- 
though derived from the purest sources, it is admitted 
on all hands, have departed widely from primitive 
purity and excellence. J)o any, even the most fastid- 
ious stickler for the doctrines of the Roman Catholic 
church, question the coiiectaeas of the above ? Let 
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refer not only to the histories of these conqaeted, 
! murdered nations, and compare the condact of 
! who boast of the purity of their religion, with 
leaceful religion of the Head of their church ; and 
lem blush, yea, deeply blush, at their horrid de- 
ire from those principles which constitute the re- 
1 of christians. 

tere can be no more appropriate comment on this 
ct than the following, which purports to be the 
usion of a dialogue between a French Jesuit and 
of the great sachems of the Mohawks — the 
ed Garangula. It appears that this subtle priest 
ised his utmost endeavors to convert this great 
;m to the christian religion, and had advanced 
jrous arguments, drawn from the sacred pages, 
[ivince him of the fallen state of man, and the 
ute necessity of regeneration, together with the 
quent fruits of this change of heart, 
e Indians are admitted by ^11 historians to be 
lost patient and respectful listeners to the speeches 
liers, observing the utmost decorum and never 
by any act or gesture, interrupting the speaker, 
vhen these have finished their speech, they com- 
lot the speaker, and observe that they have 
him, and will take counsel and answer him. 
times these answers are given in one, two or 
hours from the hearing of the speech; but on 
iportant subjects, not until the next day. And 
a unequivocal proof of the deliberative charac- 
the Indian, that although he takes no note but 
mory of the subject-matter of a speech, however 
it may be, or however complex its character, 
Jl remember all its features and bearings, and 
to them, section by section, in as correct order 
QUgh he held notes of the subject in written 
cters before him. 

the day following that in which the priest had 

his reasons for a change in his religious faith, 

tirewd Garangula, attended by aa mlex^i^Xl^t^ 
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receired the reverend priest in his castle, or wij 
and beckonine him to a seat, replied to his spe 
the MohawklaDguage, which was interpreted 
lows : — 

" Father— You made me a great speech yesi 
and you did well : for which I thank you. lies 
my answer to your speech. Father, you said i 
tion were sinners by nature, and savages and in£ 
practice ; that we were robbers and murderers, 
m the exercise of all manner of barbarous ci 
towards one another, and that this was conti 
the religion ot' Jesus, who you say is your Savi 
Redeemer. 

" Father — ^You said that your people were a 
and mighty nation across toe great water, ao 
they were worshippers of God and his Christ, 
father, all this is very good; and you read 
your book, which you say is the law and the \if 
your God, places to prove your words. 1 
you did not know, while your were deliveria 
speech and reading your book, that the eye of the 
does not wink, nor does his ear shut when he 
ken to. You said well, that the religion whi( 
offer, will, if accepted, bring us into the pale 
true church, make us better men in this wor 
will be a passport, for our entrance to paradise. 

" Father — ^You said that your religion taugl 
to do to others as you wish they should do to } 
love one another with brotherly love ; to cu 
peace and good will among men ; to learn peai 
not war ; that they should love God with their 
heart, and their neighbors as themselves. All 
very good ; and &ther, you have not only said 
have read in your good book words to prove it ; 
words you say are the words of your God, 
children you say you are. But how is it thj 
say one thing with your mouth, and mean a 
thmg in your heart. If your book teach you t 
siude other nations to. adopt your religion^ and 
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aAer its mild precepts, how is it that you christians 
do acts that equal if not exceed the barbarity of us 
Indians, whom you term savage. 

"You must know, father, that we Indians worship 
the Great Spirit according fo our knowledge ; we have 
no books, but our law is in our hearts. If our ene- 
mies fall into our power, we inflict our utmost ven- 
geance upon thera, as they would do to us if in their 
power. This you say is unchristian ; that it is dia- 
oolical. But it is not diabolical for Frenchmen, who 
are considered as belongioK to a christian nation, and 
^ith the words of their religion in their mouth to re- 
sort to the most treache^rous means for wresting froni 
us our right to the soil of out birth ; of setting at vari- 
ance tribes disposed to friendship; of obtaining treach- 
erously froei the Pionondadies, a tribe with whom 
we are in lieaty, seyeq of our young men as prisoners, 
one of whom you have most .basely, inhumanly, and 
faithlessly tortured and murdei^d ; and that, too, while 
you boast of a religion superior to ours.* Father, the 
olood of a thousand Indians has been made to flow by 
you christians, and yet your avkrice is not satisfied. 
In this your hypocrisy and your barbarity far exceeds 
ours. 

" Father— Your words and your works are at vari- 
ance; you either, therefore, wrong your profession, or 
your profession wrongs you. I will have none of your 
reii^on, for unless it makes us better men, and truer 
men, the Indian had better remain ignorant of it. 
Now father, return in safety to Yonondisf and tell 
him, that before he tries to make the Indians better 
than they are, lie should first begin at home and 
make his christian people as he calls them, what your 
good book, and the words of your mouth say they 
ought to be." 

It is continued that the Jesuit, chagrined and dis- 

* Fontennelle. Histoire de L'Amerique, Vol. II. p. 298. 
t The Indians call the governor of Canada by this name. 

Vol. L— 4 ' 
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appointed in his mission, returned to Canada and Ye- 
lated to the governor and council the lofty tone of this 
sachem, and the bitter reproaches he had cast upon 
their nation for the torturing death inflicted upon a • 
prisoner of his tribe, at Michiliimackinac, by the 
French and their allies; the. history of which shcick- 
ing tragedy is recorded in Fontennelle^s History of 
North America already referred to, and 4n Colaen*s 
History of the Five Indian Nations of Canada, Vol. 
I. p. 194, of which an extract will be given below. 

The Dionondadies, who Jffad been long at war with i 
the Five Nations, had at length agreed \o a peace, J 
and at the same time to enter into an alliance with ^ 
them, which the French endeavored by every artifice 1 
to prevent. The Dionondadies had taken seven pris- i 
oners from the Five Nations, and the Freiffh, perceiv 
ing their intention of treating these prisojaers with 
kindness, murdered twcf of them with th^r knives, 
as they stept ashore, wjiich act.^greatly incensed the 
Dionondadies, who w^re, howeV^er at length pacified 
by the subtil ty of ^ the comfeandant of Missili- 
makinah. 

"'He," the commandant, "in the first place as- 
sured them that the christians abhorred all manner of 
cruelty, and then told them that as the French shared ii 
with the Dionondadies in all the dangers and losses i 
sustained by the war, they ought in like manner to j 
partake with them in any advantage. The Dionon- 
dadies on this were persuaded to deliver up one of the 
prisoners. What I am about to relate, I think, gives 
room to charge the French with a piece of policy, not 
only inconsistent with the christian religion, but like- 
wise with the character of apolite people; and that 
all considerations from religion, honor and virtue, 
must give way to the present exigencies of their af- 
fairs. That an end might be put to the beginnings 
of a reconciliation between those people and the Five 
Nations, the French gave a public invitation to feast 
14Q the soup to be made ot lUvs ^^risoner, and in a 
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more pariicular manner, ibvitcd the Uttawawas to 
the entertainment. 

" The prisoner beiQg first made fast to a stake so 
as to have room to move round it, a Frenchman begaa 
the liorrid tragedy by broiUng the flesh of the prisoner's 
legs from his toes to his knees, with the red-hot barrel erf" 
a a^un ; his example was followed by an TJttawawa, 
and they relieved each other as they grew tired. The 
prisoner all this while continued his death soog, till 
they clapt a fed hot frying pan on his seat, when he 
cried ouj, " fire is too strong and too ^powerful." 
Thea all their Indians mocked him, as wanting cour- 
age and resolution. " You," they said, " a soldier 
and a captain, as Vou say, and afraid of fire ! You 
are not a man !" They contiiiued their torments for 
two hours without ceasing. An Uttawawa being de- 
sirous to outdo the French in their refined cruelty, 
split a furrow from the prisoner's shoulder to his gar- 
ter, and filling it with ^npowder, set fire to it. This 
ffave him extreme pain, and raised excessive laugh- 
ter in his tormentors. 

"When they found his throat so much parched 
that he was no longer able to gratify their ears with 
his howling, tbey gave him water to enable him to 
continue their pleasure longer. But at last his strength 
failing, an Uttawawa flayed off his scalp,-and threw 
burning hot coals on his skull. Then they untied 
him, and bid him run for his life. He began to run, 
tumbling like a drunken man ; they shut up the way 
to the east, and made him run westward, the coun- 
try, as they think, of departed (miserable) souls. At 
length they put an end to his misery by knockinghim 
on the head with a stone. After this, every one cut 
a slice from his body, to conclude the tragedy with 
a feast." 

Various scenes of like inhuman character^ are on 
record by the same, and other authors ; and we are 
told that on one occasion, "the Count De Frontenac 
condemned two prisoners of the fyi% ^avVou^Vo \i^ 



40 xsHNOonrLUTscHE'; 

burnt publicly alive. The Intendant's lady entreated 
him to moderate the sentence and the Jesuits, it is 
said, used their endeavors to the same purpose. But 
the count said' there was a necessity of making such aa 
example to frighten the Five Nations from approach- 
ing the plantations,' since the indulgence that had 
hitherto beenishown, had encouraged them to advance 
with the ffreatest boldness to the very gates of their 
towns; while they thought they run no other risk but 
of being made prisoners where they live better than 
at home. He added, that the Five Nations having 
burnt so many French, justified this method of ma- 
king reprisals. When the governor could not be 
moved, the Jesuits went to the prison to instruct the 
prisoners in the mystery of our holy religion, to fit 
their souls for heaven by baptism, wiiile their bodies 
were condemned to torments. But the Indians, after 
they had heard their sentence, refused to hear the 
Jesuits speak, and began to prepare for death in tjieir 
own country manner by singing their death song." A 
scene, equalling in barbarity the preceding, took 
place on this occasion also. 

As a proof of the fearless and invincible courage 
and resolution of the Indians, caused no doubt by 
their notions of glory and love of country,; the follow- 
ing song, which was sung by a warrior-captain while 
his enemies were depriving him, inch by inch of his 
life, has been thought proper to this chapter* 

" TlioQ sun in ihe east — ^fmm the land of the good, 
Thou hast risen this morn and dost 6hine on the brave ; 

Thou wilt sink in the west, and be lust in the flood. 
And your son and your warrior will sink to his grave. 

I go to the stake — *t is the conqueror's will- 
To die for my rights which these Frenchmen assail ; 

Let them heap on their torments to death, and they stiU 
Shall s«e that their victim his fate don't bewail. 
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7hen beg^in your worst torments ye mefi of the east, 
'Tis Sawontka the brave you have bound to the stake ; 

Let your fire be hot, and my flesh Ih) your feast. 
Still the soul of Sawontka you n«iver shall shake, 

Shrink not from your task, jre red men of the west, 
The son! of the brave knows no fear e'en m death ; 

it will rise in its strength in the land of the blest, 

When the Great ^d-Good Spirit rekindles its breath. :. 

Do yon doubt thus my- courage I ' Then give me that torch, 

ni teach you the art of increasing each pain ; 
And whild slowly the flesh of Sawontka doth scorch ; 

X chief of the Mohawks will never complain. 

Tis done, and the blood that late flowed in my veins, - 

Is dried by the fire and ceases to rfln ; 
Still thft spirit is brave and thus smiles in its ii^ns. 

And in death boasts a vict'ry you never have won. 

lla ! — this film on my eyes — 'tis the curtain of death — 
Farewell thou loved land of the cure brave and frde : 

Sawontka the chief, with his last gasping breath, 

Seals his love to his squaw, to his babes* and to thee.* 

Towards the close of the sixth year from the first 
settlement of the French at Canada, which place, 
ihey arrived at some time in the year 1603 the In- 
dians of the Five Nations, who formerly lived to the 
northward of the lake, now known as Lake Cham- 
plain, (though called by the Indians, Corlaer*s 
Lake,^) from the destructive war which they 
waged with the Adirondacks, a very powerful nation 
residing in Canada, three hundred mileB above Trois 
Rivieres, were driven to the south, where they loca- 
ted themselves on the Mohawk and Hudson rivers, 

* Altered from the original word Fappoose, or children. 

t Corbier was one of the first settlers of the town (tailed Schenecta- 
dy, and had acquired by his good conduct, the love and admiration of 
the Indians. He was unfortunately drowned in this lake, while on his 
passage ar-ross it to Canada. Hence its original title to the name of 
Corlaer's lake. 
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and on Manhattan Island, &c Here they (the Mo- 
hawks) entered into an alliance, but at what period 
is not known, wiih the Oneydoes, Onondagas, Cayu- 
gas and Senekas, who lived at the south and south* 
west of these rivers, and to the east of lakes Ontario 
and Oswego. They have been hence called the con- 
federated tribes, or the Indians of the Five Nations; 
and thus strengthened by this alliance, they became 
more than equal to the hostile tribes of Canadian In* 
dians, though assisted by their allies, the French, whose 
policy led them to the use of every means, and the 
abuse of every power, as we have already seen, to 
divide, to conquer and lo subdue these once free and 
sovereign nations. 

When in the year 1609 the Dutch' emigrants' arriv- 
ed and settled themselves in New Netherlands, since 
called New York, they found the Five Nations at 
war with the Adirondacks and Quatoghies, as also 
the Sa tanas, called by the French, Shaouonons, which 
it is presumed has been converted to the term Shaw- 
nees. The Five Nations, who in their former wars 
had been, not only considerable losers, but were also 
driven from their settlements to the seacoast, turned 
their attention to tbe arts of war, and by inculcating 
the love of glory, and stimulating iheir young warriors 
to deeds of martial and daring enterprise, the tide of 
success was soon turned in favor oi those who but 
lately retreated before the overwhelming force and 
cunning of their enemies, to the very limits of the 
continent, even the margin and islands of the Atlantic 
ocean. 

The Five Nations perceiving the daring confidence 
of the young warriors of their enemies, who, flushed 
with the victories of their elders became impatient of 
war and regardless of subordination, profited by ihe 
blind temerity of their hostile foe, and by establishr 
ing a system which compelled the youftg warriors of 
the Five Nations, to be governed exclusively by thei^ 
sachems, or head warriors, and the more efiectu^ 
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to Kecnre their obedience, the tribes determined on be- 
ing distinguished, each by three different arms, or 
ensigns— as the Tortoise, the Bear, and the Wolf; 
and each of these tribes are governed, as we have al- 
ready said, by their sachem, or head of the tribe, who 
is comiHonly an old and experienced veteran. 

They generally call a council or meeting of all the 
sachems of each nation, on aH matters of consequence, 
and that each nation may have equal labor and equal 
&cility for attending these national councils, they fix- 
ed their place of meeting at the castle of the Onon- 
dago, as being the central nation of the allies. In 
these councils they deliberated ou measures of public 
safety, the propriety of declaring war, or of accepting 
terms of peace, &c. At these councils the young war- 
riors of each tribe are' admitted as listeners, ^nd be- 
come convinced by arguments of the policy and 
necessi^ of subordination ; ^nd when war is determin- 
ed upon, the experienced captains single out from the 
young men those of greatest promise, and forming 
them into small companies, instruct theqa in what 
manner they are to act towards the enemy, at what 
points they are to rally, and also the best inodes of 
retreat ; and lastly, the method of again uniting with 
the main body of the army. 

By these means the haughty Adirondacks, together 
with their allies, the Quatoghies, were soon humbled ; 
for the young warriors of the Five Nations^ going 
puriK)sely in small parlies, and as if on a hunting ex- 
cursion, would throw themselves in. the way of the 
enemy, who on discovering them, would commence 
their pursuit, while the young men fled before them 
as if in great terror, and by^chanting a death song as 
they run, encouraged their pursuers to continue on until 
suddenly they are surrounded by a superior party of 
the a;^ea warriors of the Five Nations who had been 
lying in ambush ; and in these cases they are either 
entirely killed, or made prisoners, with little or no loss 
on the other side. 
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Such was the state hi which the Dutch found these 
Indians on^iheir arrival in North America; and soon 
after proposed, and succeeded " In forming an alli- 
ance with the Fiy« Nations, which continued without 
any breach on either side until the English gained 
this country in 1664. Thus?, for fifiy-fiv* years, the 
Dutch, to their credit be it recorded, gained the hearts 
of these Indians by their kind usage and honest, up? 
right dealings with them ; and it is matter of equal 
credit to this nation, that they not only distinguished, 
but loved and>even venerated ihe-Duich as their most 
faithful friends ^nd allies, notwithstanding. the jeal- 
ousies of the French, and the intrigues of their priests, 
who endeavored at all times to fire the minds of these 
nations with the idea that the Dutch were only lulling 
them to a blind security, with the sole view of wrest- 
ing[ from them their rights in the soil of their nativity, 
an object which th^y themselves ardently witshed. 
Alas poor human nature I 

Among the first adventurers to the New Nether- 
lands, my papers mention a distinguished Dutchman, 
named Corlaer, who settled a small town called by 
the Indians Schenectady^ but by the French, Corlaer. 
Caspar White, the early friend of Corlaer, reduced in 
circumstances, with his only son Conrade, then about 
two years old, had followed his fortunes to America, 
but who, despite his honest industry and economy, 
remained poor to the period in which our history com- 
mences. Hans Kieft had brought with him from 
Europe ample resources for improving his fortunes, 
and for extending his influence among the natives, as 
well as among the early settlers of New Netherlands. 
He was related to the then-governor of the province, 
and consequently looked forward to the promotion of 
his fortunes by the inarriage of his daughter and heir- 
ess, the little Wilhelmina, the first native born female 
of European parents in this village, and the only 
pledge of his wedded love. 

The^arly intimacy and frequent unrestrained in- 
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lUTse among all the first settlers of this little town- 
, dictated by a sense of their mutual dependence 
aich Other, led in process of time to a mutual 
increasiDg attachment between the younger 
ches of their families. And the inducements, 
ther with the facilities afforded by the peculiar 
Ltioa of these adventurers, to early marriages, be- 
e a powerful n»eans of strengthening this friend- 
by the union of twoor, more families ; so that by 
rmarriageS, the whole community became more 
more closely united to each other, with the ex- 
ion of one couple whose extraordinary, lives have 
rded matter for the construction and completion of 
;e volumes, the incidents of which commenced 
at sixteen years after ihe settlement of the village, 
the birth of our heroine. 
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CHA-PTER III. 



" Yet Inath to nnrse the fatal flame 
Of hopeless love, ia /headship's name. 
In kind c^pxicOf she oft v/ithdrew 
The favoring glance to friendship dae, 
Then grieved to see her victim's pain» 
And ^ve the dangerous smiles again. — ^RoKEBT. 



There is perhaps no period of our livies ia which 
love rules with so uncontrolled a sway, as when the 
first dawnings of manhood are emerging from the wild 
and indecisive state of boyhood. The a^e of eighteen 
may be properly saijj to be that in which the tyran- 
nical reign of love is most obvious, or as Otway says, 

*' Love reigns a yery tyrant in the heart, 
Attended on his throne, by all his gaard 
Of furious wishes, fears, and m6e suspicions." 

In the little town of Schenectady there bloomed a 
young and beautiful damsel, the pride and envy of 
all the lasses, Wilhelmina, the only daughter of the 
• wealthy Hans Eieft, a relation of the celebrated Kieft, 
the governor of New Netherlands, (New York.) 
Without having recouifse to the usual hackneyed cus- 
tom of surfeiting readers with a tedious detail of all 
the minute particulars of each distinct grace or 
charm, the tout ensemble of which constitutes the ele- 
gance or beauty of a heroine in romance, I shall sum 
up the whole of the fair Wilherhina's claims to ad- 
miration by brieflv observing that she was, person- 
ally, a beautiful, plump, rosy cheeked, blue eyed lit- 
tle Dutch girl, and practically a pattern of moral ex- 
cellence, and filial devotion ; to which I may add, 
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1;^ the most respectful reverence for the Teligion^of her 
father. Thud gifted, if she were not truly beautiful, 
I may be allgwed to assert that she was truly amia- 
ble. •;• . • . 

Conrade White, whose age exceeded hers but two 
years, was of a famify, although necessarily linked to 
the society of Dutch emigrants, from the peculiar 
cifcumstances in which they were placed in their Ut- 
ile colony, was in point of riche^, many degrees be- 
low that of Wilhelmina's. But whatever distinction 
might liave been secretly practised among the older 
branches of this primitive society, it wasnot to be seen 
x)r at least not visibly seen, among the younger. In 
all their gambols Conrad e appeared to be the destined 
partner of the fair, the blushing Wilhelmina. The 
Dutch, who, by the by, have been ever considered 
among the knowing Ones, had drawn many inferences 
amounting to almost absolute conclusions, that from 
their similarity in age, m habit, and the coy vet wil- 
ling preference bestowed upon Conrade by the lady 
Wilhelmina, they were certainly born for each other. 
And these inferences were strengthened by an occur^ 
rence that had recently taken place in one of their 
youthfAil excursions. 

The only sources c^ amusement to which the ju- 
venile portion of the early pilgrims of the New Neth- 
erlands coi^d Yesort, were those that offered them- 
selves in hunting, ^hing and skating ; nor woudd 
they have dared venturing on either of these, if t^e 
Indians of the Five Nations haid not become the 
friends and allies of the Dutch settlers, and from tfareir 
knowledge of the insidious wiles of the hostile tribes 
had always scouts and runners that were scouring the 
woods, and w6re thus able to give timely notice of 
the approach of any hostile tribe or lurking foe, there- 
by preventing sudden surprise, and thus affording a 
timely retreat to soifte place of safety. These pre- 
cautions, however, were not always sufficient for pre- 
venting occasional depredations froia dm\i& YCktovi- 
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uals, whose cunning and perseyara#ee sometiQieflr 
eluded the most viligant care of these friendly Indi- 
ans, whose watchfulness at the period of these ts«^ts 
were, if possible, iafinilely. more necessary As6 at 
any previous or subsequent period of their hi8t5i^^ 

'The spring had nearly passed in which the wildern^^s 
variegated with all the soft and exquisite tinta of the' 
opening flowers invited the gratification of minds aiive 
to'the ever varying beauties of nature ; these had risen, 
expanded, and perfumed the air ; had ^one their brief 
round, and told their errand to admiring man, and 
had withered, drooped, and were no more. Summer- 
was resuming the tale, and the trees ladened with 
their young fruit, promised an abundant liarvest to 
the frugal housewife. ' Youth, ever prone to indulge 
to the last the passing pleasures of each season, were 
now preparing to enjoy the first summer excursion to 
a beautiful island in the river a favorite place of re- 
sort. 

Wilhelmina had selected a party of young maidens 
and had communicated to them her design of visiting 
her favorite islands, and they had agreed as to the 
youth of the other sex, and had fixed upon an early 
day for their excursion, in order that they might leave 
a memento on the island of their having been the first 
visiters in the present season. But in consequence 

_^f the reproof she had recently received from her 
^ fi^d, though ambitious father, Wilhelmina alone had 
neglected, either purposely or unwillingly, to pro- 
claim the youth , to whom she would immediately 

.: i'ooK as to the companion and protector of her person. 
It was in vain that the rest of the maidens urged her 
to name her gallant ; she continued to evade the prop 
osition, by promptly replying that she would rely 
upon the protection, generally, of those youths which 
her young friends had selected to be their guardians 
on the present occasion. 

There is in the female character a peculiar trait, 
which loace considered to be the effect of youthful 
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^ •^pidiiy and caation. I have since observed the same 
trait in tnose of riper judgment and matarer years, 

. ;and hence conclude, that it must be one of the hetero-' 

*geneous principles of which the passions and emotions 

of their mind has been formed. And my reasons 

^ for the foregoing conclusions, are, that this trait 
is seldom if ever discovered until we are absolutely 
di lave. Young people indulge in all the innocent 
freedoms of the sex, without apparent restraint, until 
the moment in which the fair one suspects she discov- 
lers the latent principle of love in one of the opj)osite 
sex. From that moment, the peculiar trait which I 
have mentioned begins to evidence itself in the fair 
one, who, although she inwardly rejoices at the con- 
quest she has made, and that too, oi the youth which 
her heart secretly wished, she no longer admits those 
innocent freedoms; no longer permits the sighing 
swain to hope'^ that he occupies one sentiment of her 
approving heart, in preference to another. 

Conrade had often felt a conviction flash across his 
youthful mind> that in all their amusements, the rich, 
the beautiful young Wilhelmina had favored him 
above all the youths of their village, with her most 
tender and marked attentions, fie was e^jk so far 
tempted as to believe that he had read, frdirtHe ex- 
pressions of her p-e toward him, the ab3oiij(e lan- 
^age of love, ana as oft chided the atnbitious thought 
in the humiliating comparison of their present situa- 
tion and future prospiects in life, for it had long been 
the tale of the gossips in the village, that.Squireitieft 
designed his daughter for a wife to one of the* rich 
relatives of Peter Stuyvesant, who succeeded to his 
cousin Kieft in the government of New Netherlands. 
The heart of Wilhelmina, comparisons apart, had 
indeed selected Conrade as the partner to whose 
fnendship she might safelv trust her future destiny. 
He was poor, it was true, but he possessed, to the dis- 
cerning mind of the fair one, a character that more 
than compensated for his want o£ nci^^s. W& ^^^ 
Vol, L — 5 
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affectionate, as we have already seen, to his only 
surviving parent, whose comforts and happiness in 
liis declining years, appeared to be the cardinal wish 
of his heart. Never indeed had parent a more devo-- 
ted or more affectionate son. Among iiis youthful 
companions, although, according to then existing reg- 
ulations of society, he excelled in all their sports and 
pastimes, his modesty prevented him from claiming, 
and his magnanimity, from accepting any title that 
should cause hiin to be either distinguished from, or 
envied by his companions. And while be was ever 
foremost in all hazardous or daring enterpriser, either 
in the forest or on the lake, he would consent to^no 
distinction among them, desiring nothing more than 
the smiles of Wilhelmina and the friendship of his 
companions. 

With such a character, our fair heroine had con- 
cluded that it was impossible to be otherwise than 
happy, had a union with him been sanctioned by her 
parents, and she had long secretly hoped that she 
liiight be the object of his love — his first and earliest 
love. Yet strange to relate, from the moment she 
discovered, or thought she had discovered, in the knod- 
est coc^sion of the youth on tneeting her accidentally 
alone, mat he assuredly preferred her to all the vil- 
lage i^aidens, she labored to conceal the true state of 
her heart, and thenceforward to show those youths to 
whom she had been previously indifferent, all those 
little marks of distinction which had been heretofore 
almost excljusively given to Conrade ; and those who 
had but shortly before decided that there was a grow- 
ing attachmeut between them, were now convinced 
that they had mistaken the politeness of their fair 
friend for the evidence of a tender passion for him. 

To a heart of exquisite sensibility, such as was 

Conrade's this repulse was a death-bjow to his hopes; 

he never again sought the opportunity of rehewingit 

He feh the distance to which their situations in 

life had separated ihenv^^xidYv^^xesolved to embark, 
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as tbe eustom of the times was, in a life of enterprise, 
er as a trader amionff the Indians, in the distant hope 
of accumulating sufficient wealth to remove at least 
one obstacle, wmch he supposed more than any oth- 
er, was the cause of the rejection of his first advances 
to the fair one — that of hispoverly. But this resolution 
he determined not to put m practice during the life of 
fais beloved and measurably dependent parent. 

Such was the situation of our lovers when the pro- 
posed excursion was to take place; and that she 
might not be accused of caprice by her young com? 
panions, she resolved to persevere in the course which 
she had adopted last, that of treating her lover with 
no more, but if any thing, rather less of her particular 
attention, than any other individual of his sex ; so 
that it should be next to impossible for any eye to see, 
or heart but her own to feel, that she preferred him 
to all the world beside. Strange inconsistency ! but 
so it was, and I doefot n6t that many of my readers, 
-as well as myself, have seen it verined in more than 
one instance in their lives. But of the consequences 
of this inconsistency; more will be seen hereafter. 

Surrounded on all sides by the native proprietors 
of the soil, with whom the constant intercourse of our 
pilgrims had produced not only habits of friendship, 
but also their habits of life, it was no uncommon thing 
to see the young men of Schenectady, particularly on 
any of their excursions, whether of pleasure or profit, 
dressed in all points like the natives; and Ayij^el- 
mina had often remarked that Conrade never looked 
so noble as when he was arrayed in his fringed hunt- 
ing shirt, his feathered turban, and his moccasins ; 
and compared him, in point of personal dignity and 
graceful manliness, to the great Decanesora, who for 
comeliness of person and fluency of speaking, has been 
justly styled the Amisrican Cicero. And it was in- 
deed no clisparagement to this admired sachem of the 
Five Nations, in comparing with him the lion heart- 
ed Conrade. 
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The anxious day had at length arrived, and the 
boats were gaily dressed, and ampl3r supplied with 

Srovisions from the voluntary contribution of each 
amsel, and were gently undulating on the curling 
margin of the Mohawk river, secured by wythes to 
the branches of the^spreading beech trees, wailing, as 
it would seem, for the lovely cargoes they wer^ to 
transport to the green isle of the noble river. It 
was the last week of May, and nature's self appear- 
ed to smile upon the. proposed excursion. The smooth 
stream of the Mohawk was softly gliding >onward to 
pour its constant tributary stream into the lap of the 
Hudson; the winds were gentle, and ^favored the 
raising of the blanket mainsail ; the sky was uncloud- 
ed, and the prospect such as afforded joyous exulta- 
tion to the youthful party, who now appeared upon 
the banks, conducted by their Patroon elect, the 
doughty Hans Diederich Van-dondef-noodle, whose 
priority of age and skill in seamanship, more than 
any other qualilication, secured for lilm the honora- 
ble and envied post thus necessarily conferred upon 
him. 

Hans Diederich, as politely as his nature permit- 
ted, and more ought not to have been expected of him, 
handed first to her seat, under the green bough awn- 
ing, the fair, the blushing Wilhelmina, and next his 
own favorite lass, the sweet little chub, as he styled, 
her, Miss Margaret Krautzer ; and according to eti- 
quette, each youth attended to their respective seats 
their favorite fair. The wythes were loosed from 
their fastenings, the l^ead of each boat turned from 
the shore, the blanket sails hoisted, and the little fleet 
gently and smoothly sailed before the breeze. Every 
heart on board appeared full to overflo'ving with glad- 
ness, anticipating a day of innocent healthful recrea- 
tion, and naught but smiles, and blushes, heightened 
by the breeze and ripened by the approaching sum- 
mer's sun, was to be seen m the fair faces of our 
youthful and lovely adventurers. 
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It has been said that " many a smile bath covered 
an aching heart," and we believe this to have been pre- 
cisely the case with oile of our fair adventurers, who 
ever and anon, between each smile, sent forth the deep 
bredthed si^h. This, however, was not attributed to 
any particular cause; indeed, no cause at all was at- 
tempted Xo be assigned for it; fo't in the whole fleet 
there were none capable of defining, scientifically, 
the Various species of sighs, if we except those who 
gave them to the winds; because none of them felt, 
nor endured the bitter pangs of hopeless love— the 
source of many si^hs. But was Wilhelmina's a 
hopeless love ? it will be asked. And it is replied — 
that in certain senses of the term it was. Her pre- 
dilection in favor of Courade had been unnoticed by, 
if not unknown to her parents, who were devising 
schemes for aggrandizing themselves, by a proposed 
alliance with a relatibn of the then governor of New 
Netherlands ; and as they still retained the European 
custom of giving their daughters, without their con- 
sent, it ^as not probable, that with such views, they 
would listen to any proposal of an alliance with a 
youth who, though every way worthv of their esteem 
and regard, was too poor to add to the dignity of the 
aspiring ambition oi the proud burgomaster, Hans 
Kieft, Esq. But to return to our pleasure party, who 
after three hours' pleasant sailing, with the wind and 
the stream in favor, we find safely landed on their 
favored island, propd of having been the first that 
year, who had landed for the purpose of celebrating 
the approaching season. 

Soon as the boats weje moored and the party safe- 
ly landed, the first thoughts of the young men were 
to erect a bower for the accommoaation of the fair; 
and having selected a romantic spot upon an emi- 
nence near whose base the crystal stream of a copi- 
ous spring poured forth its libation to the fast rolling 
waters of the Hudson, they speedily brought in contact 
the pliant boughs of several adjacent trees, which 

5* 
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thev twined and secured with strips of elm bark, 
which answered all^ the purposes of rope or twine. 
The apertures above were filled up v I th boughs sev- 
ered from other trees whose luxuriant foliage afibrded 
sufficient protection from the rays of the vernal sum 
Seats were also erected of such piaterials as were 
both necessary and convenient, and a pole lodged 
upon two forked stakes driven in the ground was 
completed for the purpose of suspending their ke^les, 
with which their noon's repast was to be prepared. 
Fire being kindled by igniting, or rather inflaming a 
bit of touchwood, from the spark of a steel brought 
into collision with a fiint, and a sufficiency of fuel 
collected from the fallen limbs of trees ; we may now 
consider the greenwood bower with all its appurt&t 
nances completed, and the task of labor of the young 
men ended, at least of that day. 

It became now the task of the fair ones to make 
preparations for the approaching repast of noon, ancl 
after repaying their companions with their hearty 
though innocent smiles and caresses, for the com-i 
fortable accommodations which their ingenuity Had 
provided, a party of the young men sallied into the 
woods with their muskets in quest of game, while 
another party unmoored their boats and dropping 
down to a cove of the island, amused themselves 
with fishing, each party eagerly hoping to excel the 
other in the quantity and quality of the game which 
they sbould bring as an ojQfering to the fair. 

On the other hand the ladies also divided them« 
selves into parties, one half remained at the bower in 
order id prepare dinner, while the remaining half 
made an excursion into the woods to gather sucn fruit 
as was then ia sqason, which they proposed as a 
dessert. This latter party were squired by the patroon 
of the fleet, the happy Hans Diederich. Arrange* 
ment9 had been previously made by the parties, that 
those who had ^one in quest of game, were on no ac- 
count to fire tbeir muskets toward the west end of the 
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island, nor were the parties at the bower to stray 
more than half a mile from the landing, and that only 
on the westernmost end of the same ; these precautions 
were thought necessary to prevent the possibility of 
the huntsmen . injuring ttny of the party of the fruit- 
erers, whom the thickets of shrubbery at this season 
of the year might prevent them from discerning, should 
they have roamed in any other direction than that 
which had been agreed upon.- 

Not far from the bower, and by the side of the lit- 
tle meandering stream which proceeded from the 
spcinfif, there was an aged beech whose smooth and 
yielding bark had served as the chronicle of the isl- 
and in all probability for centuries before America 
was discovered by Columbus, or was settled by these 
Hollanders, in virtue of the claim of Henry Hudson 
in 1609, which led to their present occupancy. Nu- 
merous Indian hieroglyphics, that to our. adventurers 
were equally unintelligible with those on the pyra- 
inids oi Egypt, or the mausoleum of Thebes, were 
parved upon its bark, and attracted the attention of 
{he fair Wilhelmiha and her companions. The de- 
jBire to perpetuate this visit to the island, and to obtain 
fi few moments for solitary reflection, led her to re- 
quest that her companions would proceed slowly for- 
ward in pursuit of berries while she would record the 
day of the month of their present visit to the island 
on that portion of ihe bark unoccupied by previous 
I'ecords. 

As- this tree was in sight of the bower, no danger 
was to b6 apprehended for her safety on being left to 
execute her design. The company, therefore, moved 
onwards under the cautious guidance of Hans Died- 
erich, and soon the absent Wilhelmina was left to that 
pleasing solitude she so ardently desired. Taking 
her pen-knife from her huswife, ^n appendage long 
since laid aside for the more fanciful, reticule of the 
modem fair, she approached the venerable tree, on 
whose bark she proposed not only vo c;act^« v\)^^ ^V^ 
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of their visit to the island, but also to add a token of 
her lore for one whom her cruel destiny appeared to 
compel her to resign. As she raised toe knife with 
the mtention of forming a suitable emblem or hiero- 
glyphic, indicatiye of the actual state of her heart — . 
that heart, true to its first love, filled to oyerflowinff ; 
it palpitated with such violence as not only to shake 
her frame — it extended even, to her resolution ; for 
awhile her arm was incapable of performing its des- 
tined office, the knife fell to the ground, and overpow- 
ered by the accumulating reflections which rushed 
like lightning upon her mind, she gradually sunk up- 
on the earth, and first felt relief from a copious flood 
of tears. Her second relief arose from a filrm con- 
viction in her own heart that she not only truly loved, 
but was as truly, as sincerely and as respectfully be^ 
loved by her dear Conrade ; and despite of family 
pride 'and ambition, nature, all poweitul nature, or 
destiny, if the reader pleases, had formed thein for 
each other. 

The momentary delight that thrills the heart con- 
vinced of a reciprocity of love, though ofttimes expe- 
rienced by both sexes,, is notwithstanding indescriba- 
ble. The language of love, though universal, is at 
the same time a language not to be described on pa- 
per ; it is a kind of spiritual intercourse, read indeed 
at the eyes, but originates in the heart, and defies de- 
scription. It is somewhat of akin to spiritual religion, 
that can be only understood, yet not properly com- 
municated by the spiritually . minded. With this 
momentary relief, the lightlied heart of the buoyant 
Wilhelmina was filled with the most pljeasing hopes, 
and arising from her grassy couch, she took up her 
knife and carved in the bars of the tree — "Wednes- 
day, May 24, 1626." And in a double heart, pierced 
with an arrow, ^e inscribed to her absent lover a 
mark which she' was well aware could be recognized 
only by him for whom it was intended. And having 
completed this pleasing task, and of ofiering up her 



OB THE EAGLE OF THE HOHAWES. 57 

prayers to heaven for the accomplishnient of her 
wishes, she proceedecbtowardsthe thicket ia which her 
party were ^thering the first fruit ofierings of the 
green wood island. 

Her progress was however suddenly arrested hy 
the reiterated shrieks of females, and the stentorian 
hellowings of Han& Diederich, who, though 'exceed- 
ing hulky in his person, made shift in th^ present in- 
stance to outrun all the nimhle footed losses of his 
company, and bawling as he ran — " Come on, carls ! 
Come on ! By cush tat war te tivel himself, mit his 
imps ! Oh, mine schweet little chup, yoor fateful 
Hans will nefer seen you more !" 

At that instant there w«6 the report of a musket in 
the direction from which they had sallied, and the 
loud shout of well known victorious import, shortly 
reached their ears. This was soon followed by the 
joyful appearance of the half fainting, half rejoicing 
Margaret, who rushing into the circle of her astonished 
and overjoyed companions, sunk speechless, to tho 
ground, 
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CHAPTER IV. 



" A day — an hour — how pregnant with events ! 
The fate of empires hhnfupon their chain ; 
And one false step is pregaaut with relents ; 
E'en days and years of self-inilicied pain/*— Ceito. 



Wilhelmina had reached the spot where lay there- 
covering Margaret, surrounded by her astonished 
companions and half terrified, half frantic lover. Bat 
such was the confusion of the moment that it was 
impossible to learn, with any degree of certainty the 
actual cause of the present i^ignt and disorder into 
which they had been thrown. She demanded of the 
patroon, as one best able to answer her, the cause of 
their alarm, but she could gain no other informatiouof 
the yet terrified Hans, than that " ter tivel, or ter tivel's 
grand mutter mit dere imps, had seized his schweet 
Httle chup, and flown away mit her" ; and that he 
" hat just time to see a young Indian seize ter * tivel 
by his hint leks, when he run for assistance, and told 
de rest of te carls to run after him." 

And you did not help the young Indian to rescue 
your beloved Margaret from the paws of the de- 
vourer ? 

" No, py cush ; his eyes looked like two creat palls 
of fire, and his teets were like de teets of de crate har^ 
row, and I war well certain dat if I war to have hit 
him mit my fist, I war braken every bone in nny 
handt." 

But I see, replied Wilhelmina, that your Margaret 
has some how or other escaped from the dreadful con- 
flict. How, and by what miracle, has this been effect- 
ed ? 
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Margaret had by this time perfectly recovered firom 
her fright, and anxious to sound forth the nature of 
her danger, and the praises of her deliverer, she 
speedily explained to them that having strayeda short 
distance from the rest of her companions in search of 
gooseberries, she imperceptibly came upon the re- 
treat of a she-bear suckling her cub ; that she invol- 
untarily gave a loud shriek, and attempted to regain 
her companions, but from her fright she was unable 
to move. The bear was suddenly at her side, and 
raising her huge body erect, had grasped her in her 
tremeiMous hug. She felt every rib in her chest 
yielding to the hprrid gripe, and gave over all for 
lost. She saw herself forsaken by all hei^ companions, 
and heard him to whose protection she had commit- 
ted herself give the cowardly charge to fly. At that 
instant, when all hope was near expiring, a bullet 
from ah unseen hand pierced the arm of her adversa- 
ry, who immediately loosened her hold and turning 
from her, sprung with redoubled fury upon her brave 
deliverer, who tnat moment rushing from the thicket, 
advised her to fly to the bower, and thus save herself, 
and if possible to send assistance to Conrade— 

" What of Conrade ?" said the trembling Wilhel- 
mina, in wordd scarcely articulate. 

*' I saw him fall beneath the huge weight of the 
enormous bear," said Margaret. ^^ I fled for assistance 
until the powers of flight were lost" 

A shrieK that reverberated through the whole for- 
est, and undulated on the proud streain of the Hud;- 
son, burst from the heart of Wilhelmina, who the 
next instant was lost in the thicket. Her compan- 
ions truly loved, although they envied her, and were 
determined to share her dangers as they had done 
her pleasures. They therefore resolved upon follow- 
ing h€r, in order to render such assistance as their 
weak and' helpless situation would enable them to 
give. 

Hans however, who, though greatly moivSSi^^^ViaA. 
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cunning enough to attempt to palli?ie his cowardicei 
shrc?w^dly remarked, that " dum and dura apout war 
fair blay ; dat as he hat let de van in dere runaway 
match from the tivel, he would now lete de vere in 
dere return to the feilt of pattle.^' 

Wilhelmina, directed by the moaning sounds of 
that, which to her distracted mind appeared to be the 
expiring groans of her beloved Conrade, was soon at 
the awfully frightful spot, where .by the torn-up roots 
of the tender shrubs, the deep furrows of the ground, 
the blood stained leaves, and the fragments of a hunt- 
ing shirt, it was evident that the conflict had been 
terrible. In a shady recess lay the apparently ex- 
piring animal ; her young cub draining from her flac* 
cied teats the last dregs of her slowly flowing milk. 
She looked wishfully upon Wilhelmina, then upon 
her wounded arm, and turning to her offspring, she 
seemed to say^^* Be the friend and protectress of 
this helpless innocent." 

The appeal to her heart Was powerful^it was ir- 
resistible. She approached the prostrate sufferer, and 
relying upon the benevolence of her intentions, took 
hold of the limb, which on moving caused a deep- 
fetched groan from the vanquished animal. The bul- 
let had ftactured but partially the arm, which in its 
subsequent conflict with Conrade, was now complete- 
ly twisted asunder; and the noble, the brave, and the 
humane Conrade, having secured a safe retreat for 
his young friends by thus maiming their ^adversary, 
disdained to deprive her of that life which he felt was 
necessary to the preservation of her young,, and con- 
scious of the safety of his friends, he had embarked 
in his little birch canoe, having previously written 
on the sand, " Conrade is safe," and was then on hja 
way to join in the grand council fire preparatory to 
a declaration of war against their constant enemy, the 
Adirondacks. 

When the rest of her companions arrived, Wilhe^ 
mma caused a general conuibiiuon of handkerch*^ 
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and preparing splinters from the pliant twigs of wil- 
low, she essayed according to the best of her ability 
to perform the office of a surgeon ; and assisted \iy 
the rest of the maidens she twisted the arm into its 
proper position, and extending it, nicely applied the 
splinters and bandages, while the patient sufferer lay 
quietly, and, if appearances are not always deceiv- 
ing, gratefully beholding the efforts that were made 
for her relief. 

Hans was now commissioned to brins^ a plentifnl 
supply of provisions and milk, and while on this 
errand our fair ifriend embraced ihe opportunity of 
returning to the scene of struggle, near where the 
fragment of the hunting shirt lay, and falling on her 
knees, retraced the jojrml words which had previous- 
ly arrested her attention and assured her of the safety 
of her beloved. She repeated them again and again 
— " Conrade is safe !" Yes, thank heaven ! the no- 
ble, the brave, the humane Conrade is safe. He is 
worthy of heaven's care, and his Wilhelmina's love. 

Recovering from her extreme agitation, caused by 
the conflicting passions of fear, terror, surprise, and 
all their concomitant emotions, and the sudden 
transition from these to the extatic joy produced by 
the letters on the ground, she began naturally to in- 
quire how he had arrived on the island without being 
discovered by some of her party, and secondly, what 
h^d occasioned his visit. And it was flattering to her 
love to conclude that it was for her sake, and in or- 
der to convince her, that although his pretensions 
were modest, they were yet sincere ; though repul- 
sed, they were not subdued. And she resolved from 
that moment that should he once more declare his 
passion, she would without disguise confess her own. 

By this time Hans, having been reinforced bv the 
party of huntsmen^ wht) had been alarmed at the re- 
port of the gun to the west, and unconscious that there 
were any other gpns on the island than those they 
carried to the chase, felt greatly alarmed fox vk^ ^^* 

Vol. L—e 
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t^ of tbeir companioos at the bower, fearing they had 
fallen into the hands of some skulking Indians, who 
would doubtless massacre the whole party. Urged 
by their loves, and these fears, they double-loaded 
tbeir muskets and made a precipitate march to the 
bower, and meeting with Hans, he satisfied their 
fears, which were converted into laughter, on his re- 
petition of the circumstances, in his true Anglo-Ger- 
man- style. They assisted him in conveying to the 
spot a sufficiency of milk and corn-meal, and enjoy- 
ed the pleasing gratification of witnessing the instim> 
tive tenderness of the wounded animal towards her 
young cub by refusing to touch one morsel until it was 
fully satisfied. She ihenwith every expression of 
gratitude raised her head, and drank freely of the 
swill from a large gourd, and immediately afterwards 
showed evident signs of reanimation. 

The tender hearted Wilhelmina, whose hopes of 
the recovery of this affectionate animal acquired fresh 
vigor from the restoration. produced by the swill, pro- 
posed that they should* place at the disposal of this 
nelpless creature their whole stock of provisions; that 
they should immediately embark and return home, 
and procure a fresh and plentiful supply to last un- 
til she should be perfectly recovered, or die; in which 
latter event, her young cub, should be conveyed to 
town and provided for at her particular charge. Her 
will was the willgf each person present, and liaving 
thus concluded, they took leave of this interesting lit- 
tle group to put;in practice their humane intentions. 

Wilhelmina*on repassing the little brook, was struck 
with the agreeable sight of beholding on the bark of 
a young and flourishing beech tree, immediately op- 
posite to that on which she had carved her letters, the 
same marks, to wit, " Wednesday, the 24th May, 
1626," and above it was fa«$teued a slip of paper, on 
which was written the following farewell lines : — 

" Farewell ! the fearful hoar is past ; 
The siruggliiig hour is o'er ; 
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Once more I 've looked — it wai the last ; 
On thee I'll look.no more. 

" Fai^well ! — the maddening honr is past — 
The hour that tears me thus from thee ; 
Yet must I love thee to the last, 

What e 'er my wayward fate may be." 

A sudden dizziness came over her as she concluded 
the last line, and finding herself unable to walk alone, 
she requested the . support pf her faithful Marsfaret, 
and unloosing the paper from the tree, she folded and 
placed it in her subdued bosom. Her heart appear- 
ed locked and her lips sealed, as neither word nor 
sigh escaped her until she entered into the waiting 
boat that was to convey her once more to the scenes 
of her early childhood, and of. her first love. It was 
then that her agonized heart felt the leaden weight of 
sorrow lessened by the streaming tears that issued 
from her swollen eyes, accompanied by sighs which 
proved how deeply she was affected; and although 
her companions suspected the cause, they were fear- 
ful of wounding her delicacy by offering their ad- 
vice, rationally concluding that time alone would 
produce a more favorable issue than their best intend- 
ed efforts; yet the affectionate Margaret accompa- 
nied her friend with weeping, and at length throwing 
her arms around her neck, her head on her bosom, 
on which the exhausted Wilhelmina soon sunk into a 
deep iand quiet sleep, from whicli she did not awake 
until her boat was fast moored at the sloping bani ol 
Schenectady. . 

The noise and bustle consequent on this occasion 
aroused her from her lethargic sleep, and the first ob- 
ject that presented itself to her view was the well 
known little white canoe of her dearest Conrade. A 
fresh burst of tears suddenly sprung to her relief, and 
as the faithful Margaret assisted her to the shore she 
recalled the mournful sentence which Conrade had 
expressed—" Op thee Pll look no mow •" Wx VSsa'^ 
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she had time to apostrophize on the doubtful issue 
of this sentence, she found herself in her waiting 
mother^s arms, who triumphantly announced to her 
that the negotiation which her father had commenced 
with **.Yakup Stuyvesant," the cousin germain of 
Governor Stuyvesant, of New Netherlands, had been 
partly successful, and that the said Yakup in conse- 
quence of his mercantile concerns could not spare 
time to come Qp \o Schenectady, and had written to 
Squire Kieft to bring his daughter to the city. Du- 
ring this harangue, the importance of which had so 
inflated the mind of Madame Kieft as to render her 
unconscious of her daughter's sufferings, Wilhelmina 
had swooned, and was with difficulty prevented from 
falling to the ground. 

The unconscious mother attributed this accident to 
an improper cause. She supposed it to proceed from 
the joyful prospect of a removal from the little town 
of Schenectady to the more extensive and flourishing 
sea-port of New Netherlands, where, in a more en- 
larged circle of society, she was to enjoy wealth, even 
luxury, in that period ; free intercourse with the first 
characters of the city ; each and all of which partic- 
ulars she considered as calculated to ensure the hap- 
piness of her darling Wilhelmina. It will be easier 
to imagine than to describe the surprise, amounting 
to almost petrifaction, when after restoring the sinking 
maiden to life, by the plentiful eflusion of cold water 
and an increase of air, the expectant mother heard her 
liitherto meek and submissive child deliver, m the 
most absolute terms, the following resolute determi- 
nation : — 

" Dearest Mother — Mv person and my fortunes are 
yours and my dearest father's, to do with them as 
you seem best disposed ; but my heart, my bleeding, 
oursting heart, owns no master but the loved, the in- 
jured, the exiled Conrade ! Yes, my dearest mother ! 
never until this day did I ever question your right to 
dispose, not only my person, but to command my 
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» obedient heart to whom you pleased ; hut it was be- 
^ cause I had never known until this day the all pow- 
erful influence of love. And suffer me to assure you, 
that in obedience tathe commands of ray loved parents, 
I have made every effort to overcome that passion, 
I which you termea a childish and improper attach- 
• ment : — it was vain. 'YeSjthis day's adventures have 
I taught nae how vain It is to attempt the controlling 
of our destiny. With Conrade I shall be truly and 
deservedly happy— with any other man for a husband, 
I. shall be as truly ^nd deservedly miserable. I have 
now unlocked the secrets of my heart to yoUj'ray 
dearest mother;" and then, in a tone of subdued feel- 
L ing, she added, "you can act as your parental author- 
f ity and love shair dictate." 

6* 
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CHAPTER V. 



"If a daughter yoa have, she's the plagtie of yonrlife, 

No peace you Bhuil know, ihongh you 've buried yoox* wife , 

At sixteen she laughs at the duty you taught her, 

O ! what a plague is an obaiinato daughter." — Old BcdJeid. 



Madame Kieft was at heart an affectionate mother, 
although accustomed to enforce the rigid principles 
of the old school domeistic discipline, which consider- 
ed wives to hare no will of their .own, and children, 
particularly daughters, to be transferable property 
that might 'be bartered for in matrimony, in the same 
manner that a bale of goods could be transferred from 
one proprietor to another. It is true that they some- 
times acted up to the advice of a certain antique, if 
not obsolete writer, who advises parents and teachers 
" to win the love, and exact the fear" of their children 
and pupils. At all events the mother of Wilhelmina, 
accustomed to such severity in her youthful days, 
which severity, though lessened, was not wholly de- 
parted from by her tenacious husband, dreaded no- 
thing so much as the disclosure of the permanent at- 
tachment and resolute determination of her daughter, 
to her ungovernable and selt-willed companion. 

The appeal of Wilhelmina to the heart of her mothe| 
had the effect of relaxing her rigid brow, ^nd of soften 
ing her to tears of sympathy at least, if not tokindrej 
tears of genuine commiseration. She however urgQJ 
her daughter, by all her hopes of happiness, not 
oppose, at least directly, the determined will of 
fatner ; and the dutiful girl promised that she 
Dot, upon condition that her dear mother would si 
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Iter with her presence and assistance during the dis- 
cussion of this important and unlooked for negotia- 
tion. . Matters thus adjusted, the considerate maid 
turning to Margaret, whispered her — " The lives that 
the aMe Conrade hath. saved, are worthy of preser- 
Tation/^ Margaret took the hint, and as soon as 
Madame Kieft and h«r amiable daughter withdrew, 
tiiis light-hearted maiden returned to the landing, and 
finding her " fateful Hans," entered into preliminary 
arrangements for restoring him to her favor; whicn 
was, that he should promise never to forsake her 
again under similar circumstances with those of the 
past day ; and secondly, that he would enlist a partv 
of ycHing men to retttm to the island, laded with milk 
and proviaons, weekly, for the suffering bear and 
her cub, until she recovered sufficient strength to en- 
able her to provide for. their sustenance as heretofore. 
To all which Han^, scratching his head, and exhibit- 
ing two meanings by a kind of splitting of looiks, a« 
much as to say — " I comply, iwt willingly, but 'be- 
cause I am unwilling to hazard your ftirther dispiea" 
sure" — at length forced out — *^ Yaw ich woUe immer'' 
— ^yes, I will do it all— on whicL the sprightly girl 
gareher hand in token of reconciliation, which Hans 
gladly received, and with the tenderest squeeze of 
whien he was capable, reassured her — " She wast his 
own tear chup.'* They then separated, each depart- 
ing to their own dwelling, perfectly satisfied.with their 
reconciliation. 

We are now about to introduce another and more 
coble scene, in which was displayed the entire arid 
perfect acting of nature, in the exercise of the various 
duties of parent and child; and in which the voice 
of nature triumphed over the sophistry of art ; indeed 
I should not be astonished if my gentle reader agree 
with me in the conclusion, that it is even more than 
probable that this triumph of Wilhelmina has ulti- 
mately led to the abandonment of a custom, however 
just in its principles and designs, has too frequently, 
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from a rigfd adherence to its letter, been produ 
of incalculable mischief; not to mention the i 
matches of convenience, which are at best but ui 
py ones, and to the establishment of that more n 
al and equitable method now in practice in Am 
by which the parties are at liberty to choose thei 
husband^ and wives from among those who p 
the most perfect reciprocity of sentiment and of f< 
for each other : in other words, who profess tc 
not only in word, but truly and in deed. 

Madame Kieft thought it most prudent to avo 
proposed interview between her husband and" d 
ter until the latter had perfectly recovered fror 
effects of the repeated shocks, which her youn^ 
inexperienced heart had been called to sustain v 
so short a period as one day ; for which purpos 
favored her with an immediate retirement t 
chamber, and then proceeded to inform her imp 
husband that their daughter had returned great 
tigued from the exercises of the day, and solicit 
dulgence until the morrow. This reasonable an 
ment was, though with a bad grace, acquiesced 
the imperious and haughty burgher. 

Early the next morning Wilhelmina was no 
by her now more than anxious mother, that her j 
had summoned her to his study, and that mothe 
surprised if not alarmed, at the ready and firm 
ner in which, with one of her winning smiles, 
helmina arose from her seat to accompany her i 
presence of the respected and equally loved fa 
and as she was thus conveying her daughter t 
presence of her husband, she lifted up ner ey 
Him to whom no appeal of the heart, however f 
was ever lifted in vain, and silently besough 
pcoteeting and guiding providence in behalf oi 
dear and tender scion of her heart. 

She was now ushered into her father's pre 
and approached him with QUal yet respectful 
dence, she threw her arms around his neck ai 
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luted hirfoFchead, besous^ht his blessing, which with 
a father's fondness, he readily bestowed upon her, 
and drawing a chair near him, he beckoned her to a 
seat, and nodded his assent tp his wife*s making the 
third person of this important congress in which was 
to be argued the most abstruse points of domestic 
privileges ever before debated upon. 

" WUhelmma !*' said the authoritative father, " I am 
going to marry you to jrour cousin Yakup of New 
Netherlands, and by thi^ match I shall secure the 
friendship and alliance of the first families in the city. 
And I have just received an invitation to convey you 
to town, as the thrifty trader is too busy to visit you 
here. You will, therefore, as a good and dutiful 
child, attend with your mother in packing your trunks 
and be ready to start to-morrow morning.** 

" And have you, my dear father, actually contracted 
me to the person you have named, without my hav- 
ing once seen the favored object of your ambition? 
And have you seriously calculated on the probable 
sacrifice you will have to make, before any part of 
this contract can be complied with ?*' 

"What sacrifice?" ' 

" The total sacrifice of the happiness of your only 
child;" 

"What can the girl mean ? Can it be a sacrifice of 
her happiness to unite her to a man of wealth, indus- 
try and fair fame ; a man allied to the first families 
in the city"? Surely if anything in this world can 
secure happiness, my cousin Yakup possesses enough 
to make any Woman happy." 

" Pardon me, dearest father, If I should be presump- 
tuous in thinking diff*erently with you on this subject. 
You consider the happiness of your daughter as de- 
pending upon the wealth and industry of the individ- 
ual to whom you would unite her ; as if wealth was 
the only source of happiness. In this you have con- 
sulted my temporal interests, and as a dutiful child 
I acknowledge the kindness of your molWe* TIW 
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true source of happiness yoa have unfortimately over- 
looked, aod oa this alone depends, not only my pres* 
ent, but my future interest.** . 

** Whv, what is all this — ^what do you mean ?" 

'* Nothing more than to explain to you, my dear pa- 
rent, that in contracting me in marriage to a stranger, 
while you have considered my past obedience as the 
guarantee of your right to command implicit obedi- 
ence on this important occasion, you have neither 
consulted nor considered the feelings of my. heait; 
but dispose of me as a slave, and perhaps to a rich 
but unfeeling master." 

" Why, I am astonished I Did ever father so patient- 
ly listen to such a fragrant abuse of his principles? 
What, a father submit to his daughter the privilege 
of choosing him a son-in-law ? Ods nipperkin T this 
would be an inversion of the good old order; and we 
should soon have sons-in-law as poor as the beggady 
Conrade, and who would bring neither wealth nor 
honor with their alliance !" 

^^ I am restrained by the sincere and unaffected re- 
spect and love for you, my dear yet mistaken parent, 
from the acrimonious reply which your inconsiderate 
attack on the poverty or a dear and absent friend 
would otherwise have called forthl Nor will I excite 
your anger by an attempt to convince you of the no- 
ble, manly and honorable conduct of the brave and 
generous Conrade. I shall, therefore, confine myself 
to those particulars pa which the honor of my fkmily 
and my individual happiness depends." 

" Why, tet tivel, wife ! the carles prains is turned. 
She seems to jabber law with as much ease as Coun- 
sellor Schneiderlie, of Holland, ever did ! By cush, 
dere must be someting in the air and climate of this 
country that is favorable to rebellion ; and I think 
Wilhelmina has- already begun to put it in 'practice." 

" No, my dear father, you greatly wrong me. Since 
it is far, very far from my intention to rebel against ' 
the fondest of parents. But I consider it my privi- 
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lege, by a law ot nature, impressed'upon every heart, 
to insist upon the right of determining for myself in 
an affair ot so much importance as the one we are 
now discussmg ; and I-will appeal to your impartial 
judgment, whether I shall not Reflect greater honor 
oamy family and- credit on the unknown individual 
you have^ proposed as my husband, by refusing to give 
my band where ray heart, attached as it is, can never 
be given with it." 

" By cush, this is a new mode of debating upon the 
rights of parents, and the duties, of children; and it 
is contrary to the statute laws of all nations, as well 
as against the great lawyer and apostle Paul, who 
has conrimanded that wives should submit themselves 
to their husbands^and that children should be obedi- 
ent to their parents." 

" True, sir, but you forgot to enumerate the contin- 

fent reasons, as well as the extent of this command, 
'he best commentators on these passages of civil and 
ecclesiastic law, consider wives to be bound only to 
submit to all reasonable commands of their husbands ; 
and ^s a proof that it means no more, suppose 
that you were to command my dear mother to 
commit an act of robbery, or of murder, do you con- 
sider her bound, as a wiie, to obey this unreasonable 
command ?" 

" Surely not. But how does that exonerate you or 
even apply to children who disobey their parents." 

"In precisely the same manner;, for, when parents 
command their children blindly and tamely to sub- 
mit to the probable sacrifice of their happiness, and 
that without consulting them, or of allowing them 
the privilege of a refusal, it appears clearly to my 
mind that they are authorized by all laws, whether 
human or divine, to refuse to enter into such contract. 
In other words, to refuse obedience to so unreasona- 
^ble a command, and that for these reasons — that if 
*they marry to please their parents, while their hearts 
are avowedly another's, they impose upoxi \.V\fe vsAv 
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Tidda] : or rather, are compelled, in obedicncefo their 
parents, to gire their hands, together with a heartless 
Dody, to the person to whom they are thus allied ; 
and it is evident, that under such circumstances, 
there can he do true lore, and conseqnoitly no- gren- 
aine happiness. Add to which, the life of the ohedi- 
ent rictmi will he, in all probabillityj a life of painfal 
retrospects and bitter remts, to either of which death 
itself would be preferable.'' 

'* Why, carl ! you have thought more on this subject 
than ev^er your mother or myself^ and you seem to 
hare taken a different view of it to any that has here- 
tofore struck my attention ; for the truth is, I know no- 
thing of the passion called love, and I have been always 
taught to consider the increase of wealth, and fame, 
and honor, as the sure road to happiness, temporally 
considered. Now you must be conyinced that it is 
your happiness which we have in view, by allying 
oui^lres to oilr cousin Yakup, who possesses wealth, 
fame and honor, in the enjoyment of which, ac- 
cording to* my calculation, you hare a fairer pros- 
pect of happiness than any that yon could promise 
yourself from a union with a man who possessed nei- 
ther." 

" I feel sensible that my dearest parents are desirous 
of securing for me, by the proposed alliance, what the 
world terms happiness; and I perfectly assent to 
one part of my father^s reasoning on this subject ; to 
the other, as my heart revolts at the idea, my lips 
eannot utter an assent* Now my kind parent, per- 
mit me to make the supposition, tnat in my interview 
with your friend I candidly reveal to him the true 
state of my heart ; that thus circumstanced, if he per- 
sists in marrying me, he does it because ^ have been 
forced to sacrifice my heart's dearest wish in order to 
prove my obedience and my duty to the best of pa- 
rents ; and that I do not consent from choice, but a 
kind of forced necessity. Could he, think you, per- 
sist in uniting himself to one who, while she was the 
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barterofl slave - of one master, her whole heart was 
the voluntary— the willing captive of an another ? 

** And who is that other, for whom you profess this 
strong and romantic attachment ?" 

" For one, who^ to me^ appears every way worthy 
of it ; one possessing, at present, neither wealth nor 
lame, but from whose character, considered in all its 
bearings, there is every indication of his being all tluit 
fond woman ought to expect in man." 

" Yes, I suppose you mean Conrade Weisse» who 
because he is at the head of all the boys in the vil- 
lage in hunting, skaiting, climbing^ and fishing, you 
calculajte that he will obtain wealth Hkd fame ! rfo, 
no$ carl! your calculations are wrong. His life is 
one more of idle amusement, than of lucrative em- 
ployment ; and such a character must never be the lot 
of my Wilhelmina. And if he has presumed to in- 
siffuate a wish for being a candidate for that honor he 
has been guilty of an insolence, considering his pros- 
pects in life, that I could not pardon. Kor could I 
nave believed that with such prospects as our family 
have before them, that you could have given encour- 
agement to one so far below its dimity." 

During these ungenerous reflections upon the youth 
of her heart's adoption, it was with difficulty that 
Wilhelmina suppressed her feeling of indignation, not 
against her father, but against the sordid avarice which 
I)rompted him to think so meanly of her lover, par- 
ticularly, as she well knew, that richei^ apart, there 
was not a youth in the village, who for all the ac- 
complishments of mind and of person, Tanked higher 
in his estimation than her Conrade. She therefore 
wisely considered that for the present it were better 
to avoid the increasing irritability of her father's tem- 

Eer ; and to quiet his fears by at once bluntly and 
onestly repelling the insinuations thrown out against 
her Conrade. She therefore with a firm, and at the 
same time respectful address to her father, assured 
him on the veracity of one who had nevet ^^ca ^^* 
Vol. 1—7 
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tected of an tmtnith, that whatever might be the wish 
of the youth in regard to her, he had nerer assumed 
coorsge enough to express it in words ; but that she 
believed he had the most sincere reganl for her, and 
would, if his prospects in life had been flattering, no 
doubt hare taken the usual method of cc^municating 
with them on the snbjecL She next adverted to the 
charge which she had received long since from her 
father, which, although it had appeared to her rather 
as the effect of pride, she had from a sense of daty 
submitted to, that of treating Conrade with no more 
than distant civility, in consequence of which he had 
not from that i^iod to the present, intruded Jiiimself 
upon her company. And whue," added she, '' I do him 
the justice ot thus clearing him of the insolence of 
which my father has too hastily accused him, I mast 
hare the candor to aclmowledge that were it left to 
my choice, I should prefer him, with his poverty aid 
his virtues, to all the world beside.*'- 

She would have added more, buttbe family were 
thrown into the utmost confusion, by the precipitate 
entrance of Hans Diederich, who came to announce 
the declaration of war between the Fire Nations and 
their hostile foes, the Adirondacks; that a runner had 
arrived at the village on his way to Albany, to com- 
municate with the authorities of that place on the best 
mode of obtaining further supplies of ammunition and 
stores for prosecuting a Vigorous campaign against 
them. He then as precipitately retreated to extend 
the fearful news. 

As Squire Ei^ft heard these tidings, the whole of 
the morning's discussion vanished from his mind like 
a dream, and he was absorbed in thought as to the 
best mode of avoiding the dangers consequent upon 
the wars of the Indians. Should the Adirondacks, 
succeed in defeating their adversaries, they woidd 
pursue them to their very castles, and death in all its 
aggr.ivated horrors would be the fate of all the allies 
that might fall into their hands. He came at once to 
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the determination of sailing for New Amsterdam with 
his family and all his valuables, as soon as an ofH- 
cial accpimt of the march of the warriors from Cana- 
joharrie, should arrive. This speedily decided upon, 
he told Wilhelmina she was at liberty to retire, and 
that she might rest satisfied in consequence of the 
generous conduct of Conrade toward her, and more 
especially from the arguments she had advanced in 
support of her attachment, that no coercive measures 
should be taken to enforce her union ; and that when 
she was introduced to her relation, it should be left to 
her own discretion to accept or ref^e him. " And 
cush it all," added he, " if Conrade \^sse must be my 
son-in-law, why Hans Kieft hath got wealth enough 
to make even Uonrade rich !" 

This triumph of the father over his ambition, and 
otright over oppression, restored the usual harmony 
of the family, and the joyful Wilhelmjna clinging to 
ihemeck of the now tranquilized burgher, repaid his 
generosity by an assurance ^ihat' she 1'ully appreciat- 
ed this last act of his parental indulgence. The good 
mother then taking Wilhelmina by^ the hand, with a 
comer of her white lawn apron wiped the tear of joy 
that stood ready to trickle from her eye, and courte- 
sying to her now smiling husband, led to her cham- 
ber the exulting Wilhelmina. * 
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CHAPTER VI. 



** Love raised his noUe thoughts to brave achierements, 
For, loves the steel that strikes upon- the flint ; 
Gives coldness heat, exerts the hidden flame, 
▲nd spreads the sparkles round to- warm the nvorld." — Dry 



^ Ccmrade, repulsed id his modest and respecti 
vances to the fair Wilhelmina, by a kind of ini 
feeling, attributed to its proper cause the altere 
duct of this once lively and familiar companion 
beheld her rising from the playful and sportive 
cence of childhood to the modest, and dignifi 
serve of womanhood, and with her increase of 
supporting all her claims to respect, to admiratii 
love. He felt that he not only respected and i 
ed, bat that he also truly loved her ; and he fe 
a keen conviction of the improbability, not to ss 
impossibility of his obtaining her hand, not b< 
she was indffferent to. his obvious though resj 
attachment, bul because she was the most < 
child of her doating, though rigid father, whose v 
and whose avarice interposed a powerful ban 
the hopes of thi« piodest and considerate lover 
had, as before hinted, from the continued prefi 
shown him by Wilhelmina in all their iu 
sports, cherished the fond hope that she would 
up with this increasing friendship for him ; h\ 
moment he discovered the sudden, and at the mo 
unaccountable coldness and distance observed h 
toward him, at their last private though acci< 
meeting, the thoiufht flashed across his susce 
heart, that parent^ duly, laoxe than inclinatioi 
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ejected tbis change in the (>ehavior of his beloved 
Wilhelmina ; and with a prudence and fortitude superi- 
or to his ye^irs, he resolved to remain m) longer the 
obstacle to her future prospects, or the object of 
pity or scorn, of the inconsiderate youths of the 
village. 

This eventful era in the life of Conrade determined 
him as to the course he must adopt. The early and 
uninterrupted intercourse between the first settlers of 
the village and the native Indians had led not only to 
mutual confidence, but to lasting friendship among 
several of their youths. Add to this, the warlike and 
fearless- characters of these sons, of the forest, whose 
graceful and manly carriage had charms for youth 
even among civilized *men, and there are several in- 
stances on record, of these having once adopted the 
Indian habits and mode of life, were rarely, if ever, 
prevailed upon to abandon it and to return to their 
friends and former mode of living. On the moment 
of his repulse, Conrade had resolved on pushing his 
fortunes among these Indians, but was prevented from 
its immediate execution by the reflection (rf-the situ- 
ation of his aged and infirtn parent, who was at this 
period entirely dependant on his son for all the com- 
forts, as well as necessaries of life. He determined, 
therefore, carefully to conceal both his rejection and 
his consequent intention of embarking as an adventur- 
er in the wide and hazardous field of traflSc or of war. 
The enterprise was one of dangers, privations, and 
perhaps' the most appalling modes of death, if taken 
a prisoner in arms ; out what was death to Conrade, 
deprived of the hope of life with Wilhelmina ! 

It was not long after this, ere a varijety of concur- 
ring events enabled him at once to act in conformity 
with his determination. A fatal disease prevailed in 
the village in the fall of the year 1625, which ended 
the lives of the good oM Caspar, and his early ben- 
efaptor, the beloved minister of the colony, leaving 
Conrade an isolated being on the earth, if we except l\v^ 

7* . 
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fiitherly attention paid him by the benevolent foanJer 
of the village, the hutnane Corlaer. Bat this early 
friend of his father did not live long to perform the 
pleasing duties of a voluntary and generous guardian- 
ship to this meritorious youth, whose filial attachment 
h»a become proverbial in the village and surrounding 
neighborhood. This latter deprivation was caused 
by the following incidents. 

The French at Canada having received reinforce- 
ments from Europei determined on punishing the in- 
solence of the Fi7e Nations, particularly the Mo- 
hawks, for which nation they appeared to have the 
greatest hatred, perhap, from the severe retort of the 
sagelshnoojulutsche, the great Eagle of the Mohawks, 
recorded in the seeond chapter, impatient to resent 
the gross insults of the Mohawl^s, the governor-gen- 
eral of Canada sent out a party against them while 
the snow was yet covering the ground to a considera- 
ble depth, and these Europeans, ignorant of the use 
of snow-shoes, and unaccustomed to a winter cam- 
paign in the forests of America, came upon the litde 
town of Schenectady half famished, half frozen, and 
ready to sink under their fatigue, at a time when there 
was a large party of Indians in the town who would 
immediately have destroyed the whole company of 
the Frencii, if it had not been humanely prevented 
by the philanthrophic Corlaet who suggested to the 
Indians that this was a stratagem of the French gen- 
eral, who sent this detachment as a feint against 
Schenectady, while with his whole army he was lay- 
ing their castles and fields in ashes. 

This sugcrestion from their tried friend put them in- 
stantly on thet alert, and without even waiting to form 
the line of march, the Indians with one whoop were 
on the road to their castles, in what we term quick 
step. And Corlaer as promptly supplying the half 
famished Frenchmen with provisions and other ne- 
cessaries, put them in the vrSV of returning in safety 
to Canada, where on iV\e\t ^^le ^mval they commit 
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nicated to the govenfor the hamaDe assistance and 
generous interposition of this warm-hearted Dutch- 
man. The jgovernor sent a flag with his invitation 
for him to visit Canada, that by -a joyful reception of 
him they might evince their gratitude for this display 
of nohie and disinterested friendship to a nation, then 
at hostility with his friends and allioi. 

Tempted by this flattering invitation, the patriar- 
chal founder of Sehenectady village commenced his 
journey towards Canada, and arriving at the great 
lake, then called Lake Champlain, in honor of Mons. 
Cham plain the first governor of Canada, in attempt- 
ing to cross it his canoe was upset in a flaw of wind, 
and the venerable and esteemed Coriaer was drown- 
ed. The Five Nations, as well as the Dutch colonv 
generally, appreciating the character of the deceased, 
and sincerely lamenting his deaths in order to perpet- 
uate his name, called it Corlaer's lake, which name, 
most of- the ancient New Yorkers recognise to this day. 
The sachems of the Five Nations in a council held on 
that melancholy occasion, resolved^ that as a tribute 
of lasting respect, and of their just veneration of his 
integrity and virtues, the name of Corlaer should be 
adopted by them, and applied to the governor of New 
Netnerlands and his successors for ever ; which reso- 
lution was received and adopted >irith their usual ex- 
pression of the unanimous tsonsent of the nation, by 
the simultaneous pronunciation of Yo-ha-han, the 
cdSfect of which can only be conceived by a comparison 
with the loud and reiterated huzzas of a large assem- 
bly, or* of a civilized mobocracy. And it is well 
known that since that period every succeeding gov- 
ernor of NeV York has had that title applied to him 
by the Five Nations in all their treaties and alliances, 
until their character as a nation 'Was sunk in the great 
deluge of civilized corruption. 

Connected with the present subject, is the legend 
respecting the " Old Indian of the Lake." In this lake 
there is a rock, against which, in tempestuous weath- 
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ef, the wares are dashed by th& howling winds to an 
incredible height ; the effect of which to a distant be- 
holder is awfully grand and sublime, but to those ia 
its vicinity in boats it is the almost certain passage to 
immediate death. The dashing, of the spray, the 
howling and moanings of .the wind and the irresistible 
violence of the waves, induced the natives, who were 
like niost other nations, inclined to superstition, to be- 
lieve that an old Indian named Fodar, who had the 
entire command of the winds, lived under the rock. 
They considered it inhabited by the spirit of this old 
Indian, which was confined to this rode as a^ardian; 
that to him was given the power over the wmds, that 
whosoever attempted the passage of the lake, must 
conciliate him by presents, which i^ost commonlv 
consisted of a calumet or pipe of peace and friend- 
ship, or some other small present, on throwing him 
which, thev added a prayer that he would grant them 
a fair wind and a successful passage across the lake. 

The early settlers and traders have been repeated- 
ly told by the Indians of the dangerous consequences 
of venturing to cross this lake, without being provid- 
ed with suitable presents for the old Indian, and they 
enumerated many instances in which the lives of a 
whole fleet were lost by the daring obstinacy of the 
commanders who forbade the offering of this Spirit of the 
rock; and they regretted vthat the good Corlaer must 
either from forgetfulness or iirom an obstinacy not 
usual with him, nave neglected to propitiate this spirit, 
who, enraged at this want of respect, had let loose 
the winds upon the waves, which dashed him and his 
boat to atoms against the rock. 

Another cause for their extreme veneration of this 
rock of the lake, is, that the great sachem or Eagle 
of their nation had renounced the honors of this world 
in the zenith of his glory, for the sole purpose of de- 
voting himself to the study and acquirement of wis- 
dom ; and the prevailing belief was, that he had been 
io^ueaced by a vision of Fodar, the old Indian of the 
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lake, who Had preyailed on him tOTetire to the cav- 
ern of a rock near the lake, of which he was the genii 
or guardian spirit ; . and that their pious sachem imme* 
diately^ retired to this cavern, ot which he was the sole 
resident, and from his great wisdom was now the ora- 
cle of their nation, to whom their sachems and chiefs 
applied on all important occasions, as they formerly 
applied to the old Indian of the lake, and if the un- 
dertaking was to be successful, he caused the wind to 
blow in such manner that signs in the sky assured 
them of victory ; if otberwisej the wind rose to a teni- 
pest, and they were cautioned not to undertake their 
expedition tender thes^ unfavorable appearances. But 
after their great oracle took up his residence near the 
island rock, he taught then! to apply to the Great Spirit, 
and not to imaginary divinities for signs and wonders, 
and assured them that these appearances which he had 
in common witb themselves formerly believed to be 
supernatural, were only so in consequence ci Causes 
natural to the elements, all of which were subject 
only to Him in whose hands are the issues of all events. 
Shortly after the fatal accident which deprived 
Schenectady of its founder, and Conrade of his only 
remaining nriendand benefactor, the French governor- 
general of Canada, Mons. Qhamplain, joined the 
Adirondacks in an expedition against the confederated 
tribes of the Five Nations, and meeting a party of 
two hundred of them on the lake, both parties went 
ashore to prepar^ for battle. The French, who had 
concealed themselves until the hostile nations had 
commenced their engagement, opened a dreadful and 
destructive fire upon them, and the report of their 
guns, reverberating on the waters of the lake induced 
them to believe that the spirit of the lake was displeas- 
ed with them ; they were hence routed and dispersed, 
many of them were killed, and several taken prisoners. 
The news of this defeat enraged the Five Nations to 
that degree as to induce them to declare war against 
the Adirondacks, and to carry it to the vei^ Vv^^actX ^1 
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their eountiy, and the gates of their allies, the French, 
of whose treachery and hypocrisy they wese deter- 
mined to be reyen^ed. 

While preparations for this war were in a state of 
progression, Conrade, now left entirely to himsef, re- 
solved no longer to postpone the execution of his 
plan, that of entering the allied army as a cadet, and 
communicating his designs to his young friend, prince 
GhiTangula, the son of the Mohawk chief, and by him 
to his fiither, who cheerfully accepted his offer, aod 
which being announced in council,, was received with 
unusual demonstrations of joy, together with the Yo« 
hah-han, or shout of admiration ; and after the cus- 
tomary ceremonies of adoption were ended, and the 
German name of Conrade changed to that of Tara- 
chawagon, which signifies ** a fiiithful interpreter," he 
was put into training with the rest of the young can- 
didates for fame, that they might acquire the fatal 
art of dezteomsly hurling the tomahawk, or war 
hatchet, a practice in which these nations excelled 
beyond all former precedent. 

Conrade, by which name we will continue to no- 
tice him, durm^ the last interval which was allowed 
between preparing and marching, had determined on 
visiting for the last time the scenes of his early life, 
and the yet " home of his heart," desirous if possible 
of seeing once more his beloved Wilhelmina. He 
had, however, previous to his leaving the Indian 
^ castle at Canajoharrie, determined on avoiding a per- 
sonal interview with her, fearful that his resolution 
might fail him. H& arrived at Schenectady the night 
just previous to the contemplated visit of our youth- 
ful adventurers to the greenwood island, and disguis- 
ed in an Indian dress,^ he obtained, without being dis- 
covered, the information of the intended amusements 
of 'his still beloved companions. He resolved on be- 
ing in the vicinity of her he loved, and again entering 
his little white canoe, dropped down the river to such 
a distance as precluded the possibility of their seeinjg 
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bim in the momkiff, should they even rise earher than 
himself. Here he landed, and kindling his fire, pre- 
pared himself for rest, having previously partook of a 
slice of dried venison and a bit of com johnnycake. 
In the morning he reached the island in safety, and 
avoiding the common landing, ran his canoe mto a 
small creek or indentation of the island, where he 
secreted himself until the arrival of the little fleet ; 
and whese, as we have already seen, he became hap- 
pily instrumental in preserving tiie life of Mar^ret. 
it IS evident that he succeeded in obtaining a glimpse 
pf his fair one, and that the lines which were listened 
to the beech tree, were designed for her particular in- 
formation. 

As soon, however, as he had succeeded in rescuing 
Margaret from the dangerous situation in which she 
was left, hianezt effort was to free himself from the 
animal, with whom he had been compelled to grapple. 
Her ann, crippled by the ball, he ultimatelv broke 
entirely, ^o as completely to disable her, and falling 
to the earth with his ponderous enemy, by his agility 
and strength forced nimself from the grasp of her 
sound limb, and springing to a considerable aistance, 
secured for himself a safe retreat ; not however with- 
out several marks of violence on his person, and hav- 
ing his garments torn and drenched m blood. Satis- 
fiM that his friends had no longer any danger to fear, 
he privately entered his canoe, made good nis retreat, 
and arriving in safety at Schenectady, where fasten- 
ing his litUe birch canoe to the landing, he took a 
hasty farewell of such of the old villagers as he knew 
to be friendly to him, and the next hour was on 
his way to rgoin the grand army of the Five Nations, 
who were to assemble at the great carrying place 
from the river Hudson to Corlaer's lake, from whence 
they were to embark in their canoes for MontreaL 
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CHAPTER VII 



"When a heart is sadly occupied in revolving the happinen of 
the past, and in (xmtemplai,ing. the gloom of the future, not even the 
charms of nature— <of bewitching nature — can rouse it from such ab* 
Stractiou.**— HUNOABIAN Brothebs. 



An attentive obserration of the passing events of 
nature, cannot fidl of bringing to our minds the conclu- 
sion, that these events, apparently the effect of chance, 
are in truth the effect of certain well established laws, 
the operations of which are beyond our present com- 
prehension ; and in such cases, we determine them to 
be the effect of chance, of fate, or of destiny, merely 
because we cannot either understand or explain them; 
while at the same time, oar better judgments cod- 
vince us that there does exist an actual and efficient 
cause for every event, which must prove them not to 
be of chance, but according to the established laws 
of nature. 

Nor can it militate, in the least degree, acpainst the 
foregoing conclusion, that these laws, which we con- 
sider as ^verning the causes of these events, are often 
brought mto operation bjr the most trifling movements; 
and as it regards mankind, by the mere force of sen- 
timent or of opinion. As a proof of this, let us reflect 
a few moments on the events already noticed in the 
short career of Conrade and Wilhelmina. Their at- 
tachments — their wishes mutual, nothing wanting to 
ensure their union but the consent of ner parents ; 
nothing preventing the asking, or bestowing, that con- 
sent, but fear of rejection on one part, and pride on the 
other. We here perceive the remote cause of all the 
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sdbsequent moyements of the whole of the events of 
much of their lives; it appears to have received its 
first impulse from a principle of the minds of each 
party — that is, pride in its different species. 

As soon as the avaricious father of Wilhelmina 
vielded to the possibility of the youthful familiarity of 
kis daughter towards Uonrade growing into the set- 
tled passion of love, his pride eaused him to forbid any 
further intercourse between them — and as soon as 
Conrade discovered in the repulsive and indifferent 
behavior of his beloved Wilnelmina towards him, 
a change which he readily attributed to the rijBfht 
cause, his pvide— yes his humble and wounded pride, 
determined him on the instant, no longer to remain as 
an obstacle to the iumre prospects ofher father's am- 
bitious views in her behalf; and his love for her gain- 
ing an ascendency above every selfish consideration, 
urged him to withdraw his pretensions, which, how- 
ever honest and nncere, might in all probability be 
but sources of regret and unnappiness to the dearest 
object of his youmful affection. 

From this moment a kind of repulsive principle in 
each individual, connected with this subject, seemed 
to influence the actions of all ; the two, however, that 
were more immediately concerned, continued to feel 
the same attractive influence toward each other ; but 
pride had generated ai^ atmosphere which interposed 
Itself with sufficient energy to prevent their desired 
approach, and hence they were left without tl^ limits 
01 the influence of the opposmg agent ; and coi^se- 

Suently loved each other more and more, but in the 
istance, which enabling them to "hope against 
hope," lessened in some degree the intolerable pangs 
of hopelesaiess. 

While the alarmed &ther of our heroine was 
busily engaged in instituting inquires as to the cer- 
tainty of a war between the Five Nations and the 
Canadian Indians, in c^der to be prepared in such an. 
event by a timely removal to the emooi\\)XCL--^^ 
Vol. /.— 7 
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was occupied with her mother in beholding and ad- 
miring the profusion of nature's beauties in the pio 
turesque scenery of the woodlands, cm and near the 
enchanting banks of the Mohawk, and secretly en- 
joying the indescribable pleasures which a retrospect 
(M the numerous adventures in which she had nsen 
from childhood to maturity, amidst these yery scenes, 
in company with her companions, but above all, her 
dearest Conrade, afforded her ; and ardently enjoying 
the pleasinff hope, that having broken the barrier 
which her lather had raised in opposition to her pros- 
pects, this Conrade would ultimately share with her 
those pleasures which had commenced with their 
earliest years, and had led them to anticipations the 
most renned and sublime. 

In the midst of this mental enjoyment, the anxious 
father entered the chamber, with an expression" of 
countenance which seemed to consist of emotions of 
mingled pleasure and pain ; and it was evident that 
among these expressions, there was one of sorrow, 
which in spite of his utmost efforts to suppress, be- 
trayed itself by shrinkinigr. from the scrutinizing eye 
ana inquiring look of Wubelmina, whose interroga- 
tories called forth the most equivocal and unsatistao- 
tory replies. Approaching him, with her accustomed 
sweetness, she entreated him to ease the anxious fears 
of her mother and herself, as to the cause of a pertur- 
bation, not usual wiih him, but which at the present 
indicated that he labored under some weighty op- 
pression, for which they felt equally concerned, and 
which they were desirous of sharing with him. 

*' Nothing more than the increased rumor of the 
war,'* replied he, ** which appears to be well founded.**. « 

*' fiut my father," said W ilhelmina, *' why should a ' 
war among the Indians, a thing so frequent, and with 
which we have become almost famuiar, affect you 
more sensibly now than at any former period, partic- 
ularly^ as you have determii\ed on removing beyond 
the limits of its possible ia&uence V 
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** As to ourselves,'' said Sauire.Eiefl, *^ we have it in 
oar power to avoid the accidents attendant upon these 
retaliatory wars hy removing beyond their influence 
as you said ; but still I am uneasy — I am indeed un- 
happy, and must request you my dearest child, to al- 
low me to be thus unhappy without inquiring into 
the cause." 

Alas, my husband," said the now impatient wife, 

can you thus torture our tried affections, by a confes- 
sion of your being unhappy, and by concealing from 
us Uie cause of that unhappiness, place it in some 
measure beyond our reach to assist you in the attempt 
at least to alleviate, if not to remove it wholly ?" 

'' The cause of my unhappiness," replied he, ^' Is now 
beyond the reach of us all, if reports be true ; and if 
they are, I shall condemn myself for being the cause 

of driving into danger and death, one— < but spare 

me the conclusion, my tongue refuses to complete the 
sentences, and I can only hope the report is without 
foundation." - . 

" What one— —what report, dearest father ?" 

" That look' that question, wrings the heart of 

your repentant father. Spare me, my child, at. least 
do not urge me to explam the cause of my present 
agitation. For though I have in some measure atoned 
for the ungenerous act, which has led to it, I must 
still remain unhappy, until I make ample recompense, 
to the individuals, whose happiness 1 have been the 
means of interrupting perhaps for ever." 

During this doubtful and evasive reply to the in- 
quiries of Wilhelmina, her active mind intimated to 
her too sensitive heart, that she was to be one among 
the principal sufferers of the drama ; and now a fear- 
ful idea of the true import and meaning of the farewell 
lines, which Cohrade had addressed to her on the 
island, and which she had hitherto inferred meant 
nothing more than his intention to embark for a sea- 
son in the Indian trade, a custom both . commoii ^w<^ 
exceeding"]/ lucrative in those days. She no'w ^ew^ 



ihef wcve tobewccpled asafioaiAreweil, prerioiu 
to nkjoiDiDg the ladbaiis in the iTBT, against the formi- 
dable and eniel Adnopdarku Under thie imnressioa 
her heart b^gan agun to sink, and when at hist, her 
eo^icioBS were reduced to eenaintjr, she appeared as 
thfliae who harmg reeeiTed the deith blow to their 
hopes, lire not, bat seem to breathe unconscious of all 
around then* 

It was now that the hitherto aTaridons father felt 
in all its aggravated force, the injoistiee and cruelty of 
endeaToring, by the inflnence oi authority, to sqia- 
rate hearts that appeared to have been formed by 
nature for each other's happiness ; and we cannot take 
upon us to say, whether tne anjfuish and remorse of 
the &ther, or the total abstraction of the daughter, in 
this erentful hour, deserred the greater share of our 
commiseration. He was incapsible, from the ago- 
nizing fear of having been the cause of her present 
suffering, from aiding his half-frantic wife in the use 
of those means for her recovery which nature seemed 
to have dictated, in those periods, when there was no 
such thins; as physician known in the whole settle- 
ment The duration of the swoon was so extreme, 
and the appearances of approaching death so seem- 
ingly visible, that a sudden burst of grief from the 
motner, which was reciprocated by the accompanying 
sohs of the despairing father, appeared to be the first 
of the exciting causes for recalling back to a life of 
painful suspense) the apparently dying Wilhelmina. 

A sigh, which seemed to force its passage from the 
inmost recess of her young and affectionate heart, and 
which was quietly followed by a plentiful flow of 
tears, were amonff the first evidences of the successful 
efforts of nature ror restoring the animation of her fa- 
vorite ; and when, on opening her eyes, she beheld in 
the attitude of despair, supported by hope, the authors 

of her existence, she cried out — ^^ My mother ^my 

Ather*'— -^nd extending her feeble arms towards 
ihem, she &iiki\y mquvtea— ^^ -sAiw^ V&m^ Conrade?" 
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1 appeal to the hearts of her parents, convincedl 
1 more than a thousand arguments could have 
, that this love, so strong, so pure, and so holy, 
not the result of the moment, but had been the 
t of years ; and that it would be criminal to at- 
)t to oppose it ; and as a proof of the sincerity of 
' conviction, that her happiness depended on her 
a with Oonrade, the now overjoyed father assured 
that if it cost him all the wealth which he had 
so esigerly employed in amassing for many 
3, to bring back the object of her affections to her 
m — he would sacrifice it all to make her happy, 
though ''hope and joyful anticipation,^ which 
taid to ''contribute so largely to human feliciiy," 
i doubtless excited in the mind of Wilhelmina, by 
iffectionate promise of her father, it i&certain that 
be present, that hope appeared to her only " as a 
;or,at once hi^h ana mischievous" and thatsome- 
s "shines only to mislead and bewilder;" and 
e she thanked him in the overflowing fulness of 
leart's best feelings — she could not claim for her* 
:he hope which led to an assurance of the con« 
nation oi her happiness, until the termination of 
dreaded war. Hence, in the midst of an assumed 
juillity, it was evident to her more than ever 
:hful parents, that there was still lurking in her 
m and preying upon the vitals of iier peace, a 
-rooted sorrow, that became BOW a primary ob- 
of their fears, and to overcome which immediate 
ipt and persevering efforts were to be made, and 
f source of gratification capable of diverting her 
iw, were to be put. in requisitiotL for that purpose, 
le journey to New Amsterdam, thous^h with a 
^ the reverse of that which had first determined 
as considered as affording the ibost likely means 
rawing buer, imperceptibly, as it were, from the 
is of sorrow into which she-, had been plunged ; 
IS a proof of the general havoc of mind which 
last events had occasioned; although «Lt9C{v^Q\]bAX 

8* 



tine, WflMmifla mmld InTe olseeted to the pm- 
posed plmi of being eoovef ed still farther from die 
ofajeet of her love--^e was now mcapable of ezerds* 
ing that judgment, and appeared to acquiesce, not oidy 
ittdily, bat with a degree of anosoal alacrity, to every 
saggestion of her loved parents. Boats were there- 
fore prepared, and Hans comnussioned to man them 
without delay ; and as erery hoar brought confirma- 
tion of the war, it was decided, that they would em- 
bark for the city on the Monday following. 

The news of the proposed journey, soon spread 
throughout the village, and the mtended departure of 
her ** fateful Hans,^ tell like an ice-bolt upon the heart 
of Margaret, and the issue of their courtship mi^t 
have ended rather tragically, if Hans had not oppor- 
tunely entered, and proposed to take Margaret as 
** preser and wearser," according to the then existing 
customs of the village, and if agreeable, she might 
accompany him to the metropolis. This proposition 
met the approbation of her parents, and was doubly 
jfratifying to the kind-hearted Margaret, who rejoiced 
m the prospect of being with the two persons, whom 
next to her parents, she loved above all others on earth 
•—her sweet Miss Withelmina, and her dear Hans, 
who by a certain influence in the heart of Margaret, 
the reverse of that which actuated the facetious i>ean 
Swift in his dislike for Dr. Fell, she might be justly 
thought to think, if not to say : — 

O ! I do \an titee, Hans, ao w»n, 
Y*c the nuaa why 1 ne 'er could toll, 
B«t O, I lore thM, Haas, too welL 

However this mav have been, it viras decided that 
the worthy Squire Kiefl, should be solicited to unite 
them in wedlock's bands before their departure from 
their little Eden the village of Schenectady. As the 
ceremonies of this wedding contain a few incidents, 
which do not bear a correct translation flrom the An|^ 
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Patch dialect in which it was perfonned, my transla- 
tor, the learned Mynheer de Liebensden, conceives 
that it had better be inserted, in its original character ; 
and I have been induced to acquiesce m this reasona« 
ble advice, particularly as it shows, how weak is poor 
human nature; that in the midst of a ceremony, 
which ought to have been at least grave, if not solemn, 
and of family griefs that should have excluded avar- 
ice — ^a habitual love of money, as well as a habitual 
love of rum or of tobacco, in despite of all the forego- 
ing considerations, will be seen to have had its pre- 
dominant mfiuence over the worthy magistrate. 

The wedding day having arrived, the village lasses 
were in motion betimes, in order to prepare them- 
selves for a display of their charms ; and to witness 
the enchanting solemnities of a marriage. They were 
dressed off in their &nest style, that is to say, in the 
leading fashion of the infant community of which they 
were members. A beautiful chintz wrapper, with a 
blue quilted silk petticoat, a pair of calfskin shoes and 
blue worsted stockings, with red cloaks, were then 
not only all the rage, but were in fact, all things con- 
sidered, the only articles of dress ths^t could be coa- 
veniently procured in the early settlements of Ameri- 
ca, where opportunities of intercourse with the moth- 
er countries, where like " angels' visits, few and far 
between ;" and we may add, excessively expensive. 
This apology fbr the necessities of our grandmother, 
we conceive to be justly due to them, and we will do 
them the further justice to believe, that they possessed 
in common with the rest of th^ir sex, as great a share 
of laudable vanity in the display of their persons as 
the most refined belle of modem Europe. 

The worthy magistrate, whose forethoughts were 
often the happiest, deemed it prudent to conceal from 
his daughter Wilhelmina, in her present situation, 
the celebration of this wedding ; for ne very rationally 
concluded, that it would increase her distress to be 
present when he was in the act of uniting two MthCul 
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hearts, whose attachment had grown under her im- 
mediate notice, and which could not fail of recalling 
to her recollection, that but for his interposition, she 
might have been also happily united to the youth of 
her choice. Hans and Margaret were therefore easily 
persuaded to dispense with her presence on this hap- 
py occasion, and were as easily prevailed on, to keep 
their marriage secret, at least from Wilhelmina, un- 
til she had fairly overcome the shock, which recent 
events had given her. 

The ceremony was therefore performed at the house 
of Margaret's father, the honest old Yakup Krautzen 
and was handsomely supported by the presence of all 
the beaux and belles of Schenectady, in their best 
holiday suits. 

The good squire, commanding the blushing couple 
to stand up, commenced the following original pre- 
lude to the usual marriage ceremonies : — 

**Frederin — Madtremoni ish a ding dat dit pegin 
mit de farsht shettlers of de vorlt, for Atam hat £af 
to hish vife ; unt it hash peen follert up efer shince, 
py all de shivilized beeples, exshept de Durks, de 
Bhineese, and de Burshians, wo dit ingreese de num- 
per oi dere vifes to manich hunders ; put I am shoor 
dat in dis littal down of Schenecdaty, unt now dat it 
ish in its peginning, von vife is anon ; and sumdimes 
ish doo many for one hoospant, as sum of de peeples 
bresent very well knowsh. 

" Madtremoni ish un good dinff, pecause it makes 
de mens and his vifes one peeples ; unt I dink de 
Dicker Carls, dus marken de pesht vifes; pecause 
dey are indushtrious afore all udder femens; unt vile 
de hooshpants are in de feeld, auber in de riffers, 
auber in de laakes, dere vifes are making sour krouts, 
colereeber, cooseperry darts, plech buttuns, shaushe- 
gees, chitterlings, unt all dem kint of schweet meets. 

" Wherefore, prederin, I pronounce Hans Diederich 
and Mark'ret to pe one mens and vifes" — and imme- 
diately elbowing the groom, whispers — "Hans, wo 
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bh mine THaler ?" — that is, where is my dollar for 
the marriage fee ! ! 

Early the following morning the passengers for the 
then infimt emporium of the state of New York, then 
New Amsterdam, were on board ; and were soon de- 
parting from the beantifiil banks of the Mohawk riy er, 
followed by the parting tears and prayers of their re- 
maining friends. Hams had the command of the 
boats, and Marearet was yet more happy in being 
made the travelling companion of her esteemed Wil- 
helmina, with whom, if it were possible, she could 
eyer remain as her earl>[ friend and protectress ; and 
Wilhelmina, thonj^h evidently absorbed in thoughts 
the most profound, recognised the pressure of Mar- 
garet's hand, in one of her sweetest smiles, which 
seemed to waft to the heart of Margaret, the spirit of 
the words — ^for words she did not utter — " I am grati- 
fied by this mark of your Mendship." 

If any change of scenery were likely to attract the 
attention of the yet abstracted mind of Wilhelmina, 
it was natural to suppose, that the wild, luxuriant, 
and romantic scenery of the winding Mohawk, and of 
the majestic Hudson, must surely csiil forth her admi- 
ration and wonder. But in vam did the wild and 
luxuriant trees suspend their young and growing fruit, 
on branches that like arms appeared to invite atten- 
tion: m vain the more humble and unpretending 
families of the floral kingdom poured forth their sweet 
and fragrant perfumes; and in vain did the mock 
bird, the red bird, and the chattering plover, chant 
their gay notes from amid the thick foliage of the 
margin trees of the river ; there was but one bird, the 
solitary bird of the night, whose notes seemed to call 
forth tne attention of the heartless Wilhelmina. It 
was the " Whip-poor-will." These wild and melan- 
choly notes were observed to call forth a flood of tears 
from the eves of our heroine. 

Wh^ tne boats came abreast of the Woodland Is- 
land, Hans cautiously acquainted his Max^i^^. \Vax 
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they would come to anchor, with a Yiew to inspect 
the bear establishment, and to soppl3r this afiection- 
ate creature with sufficient stores for herself and litter. 
He then placed in a canoe a few bags of meal which 
had been purposely provided, together with some 
sacks of dried goose and cran berries, and made the 
best of his way to the shore accompanied by two 
active oarsmen. They had not proceeded &x into the 
thicket before they were agreeably surprised on per- 
ceiving this animal approaching them, limping upon 
three legs, with her cub at her side, sleek and fat, 
and in a thriving condition. Hans felt but little in- 
clination to allow her to approach nearer than what 
has been usually termed " a dignified distance f* that 
is a distance beyond the reach of harm; and desiring 
his companions to bait her to the bower, where he 
had deposited her stores, had the satisfaclicm of finding 
her, not only in possession of a shelter, but in the en- 
joyment of plenty for herself and the younger bruin. 
The grateful animal made several unsuccessful at- 
tempts, and in a way peculiar to herself, to express 
her gratitude to her humane friends, but Hans, as 
Madame Ninon would have expressed it, had^ rather 
*^ the simplicity of the dove, with a soul of pa'nado, a 
body of wet paper, and a heart of orange gourd soused 
in snow.'* The truth is, that he possessed a certain 
trait in his character, that in despite of all his virtues, 
caused him to shrink from every appearance of danger 
to himself, abd which might be denominated coward- 
ice, but which among the Dutch settlers of the Neth- 
erlands, was honored with the more agreeable term of 
prudence. He was perfectly satisfied with having 
succeeded in his mission, and of having redeemed his 
pledge with Margaret, and leaving the bear and her 
cub to provide m future for themselves, he re-embark- 
ed and was soon alongside of his friends again, and 
communicated to the gratified Margaret the certainty : 
of the recovery of her old friend, Mrs. Bruin, and h&^ 
future ability to provide for her loved offspring. ^/^ 
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Our voyagers were soon under way again and with 
the aid of rapid currents, were in process of time 
coursing the Hudson, and in sight of the little town of 
Oranienberg, which Mynheer de Liebenstien thinks 
is a mistake, and ought to hare been Orangeburgh. 
However .that may be, it is now known as Albany, 
and was settled by the Dutch families emigrating 
from Holland. The town of Oranienberg boasts 
among its founders the ancestors of the most respect- 
able families in New York, and the hereditary right 
to the city and its precincts, first founded by a wealthy 
and respectable Hollander whose name was Van 
Rensaelaer it is believed, is still enjoyed by the de- 
scendants of that name, and of which, the present in- 
cumbent, as a philanthropist, a gentleman and a 
patriot, is among the worthiest of men. This town 
is also rendered famous for being the residence of a 
succession of worthy characters, whose virtues have 
descended to the present generation, and with few ex- 
ceptions, shine with increased lustre, reflecting the 
highest honor on their ancestors ; among these, the 
first settlers of Oranienberg, we notice the names of 
tJie Schffirlers, Cuylers, Cortlandts, Delanceys, &c. 

Wilhelmina, under the direction of her father, was 
led ashore, for the purpose of remaining all night at 
the hospitabl)^ mansion of the early friend of her pa- 
rents the venerable Mrs. Eohler. The reception they 
met with from this amiable old lady, was indeed 
hi^hlv gratifying; and after the usual salutations, 
refresnments, and an hour's rest in the portico, the 
party returned into the hall, where a substantial sup- 
per awaited them. The cloth being removed, the 
conversation from being general, became now more 
particular; and related especially to the extreme 
melancholy of the daughter of her friends. This the 
unwilling father endeavored to evade, but his kind 
hostess suffered him not thus to disappoint her wish- 
es, and coming at once to the point, she in her usual 
frank and candid manner, observed, ** Novi^Hssl^^I 
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know that this dear ehild has been disappointed ui 
her first love ; and I have no donbt it has been in 
consecjuence of your ungovernable avarice. £h ! my 
old fhend, is it not so ?" '^ I confess," said the dis- 
tressed father, *^you are right, but," lowering his 
voice, ^ I beg you to change the subject, as it agitates 
my child too much." 

This hint was sufficient for the good old lady, who 
avoided a renewal of the subject until the youi^ peo* 
pie had retired to their apartments. She then re- 
quested to know the particulars of this unfortunate 
attachment, and having been made acquainted with 
the object of Wilhelmina's affection, she observed, 
that though it was now too late to recal this hazardous 
and enterprising youth back to the accomplishment 
of their wishes, and that they must wait patiently 
the issue of this uncertain war, she yet hoped that 
she would live to see the lovers united. And that 
her old friend might have no further objection to the 
match on the score of interest, she alluded to papers 
she had received from Holland, of recent date, in 
which it was officially announced, that bv the death 
of an old Dutch Baron, without issue, the title and 
estate descended to the good old Caspar White and 
his heirs, as nexv of kin. " So you see, my old friend, 
that your intended son-in-law, is indeed and in &ct, 
no less a personage than Baron White." 

With tnis pleasing intelligence, which gratified the 
old squire above all other considerations, the parties 
separated for the night, where we will leave them to 
the e&joyment of their repose, not however uninter- 
rupted by dreams, for the good old squire whose &• 
cihties for snoring and dreaming were peculiarly ob- 
noxious to his tranquil partner's rest, kept her awake 
the greater part of the night, while dreaming of the 
extensive domains of his son-in-law, his title and his 
equipage, and ever and anon, serenading his cara 
sposa, with the **Fig and whistle tune," i. e. the 
squire had two nostriU to his nose, one of wMch was 
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iDcommon diq^ensions, and which, in snoring an- 
(red for the base, the other from haying a cancer 
irpated therefrom, was very mUch contracted, and 
h this, he snorted a'U'eble, the tones of which lil- 
iTs reminded his hearers of the grunting of a pig 

the shrill echo of a whistle ; and this fkmoUs tune 
3 always termed, in consequenee tl^ereof, the " Pig 

whistle tune," and in the free exercise of this, to 
I delightful faulty of enjoying sleep, we will leave 
I, and follow to fields of daring atid of danger, the 
o of this tale, 
^oxi. L— 9 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



The Owl had icreech'd his last wild n<Ae, 
' And fled th' approach of day ; 
The Indian warrior takes the hint, 
And loudly sonuds from his deep throat, 
That has nor horn, not trumpet in't— 
The signal, march away. 



Long ere the goliden tint of the rising son had 
illumined the towering peaks of the Alleghany, the 
Indian army had commenced their determined march 
towards the land of their hostile foe. Unacquainted 
with the military tactics of civilized Europe, the native 
sons of the American forests, had accepted the simple 
suggestions of nature, and improving upon these sug- 
gestions, by a trophe peculiar to them, they arranged 
their order of marching in such a manner, that though 
twelve hundred warriors, including the cadets, niiarch- 
«d in this army of revenge, it would have been im- 
possible to discover that there had been more than 
one solitary individual, the prints (^ whose feet had left 
their impress on the soil. 

From a practice adopted among the Indians, as 
one best calculated to insure their safety and success, 
by deceiving the straggling spies of their enemies, 
who generally tracked them by their trail, this mode 
of Indian file, and treading precisely in each other's 
steps, produced this effect, that when the last man of 
the twelve hundred had arrived at the track made 
by the first, it should appear that there had but one 
individual passed that way, because there was no 
more than one impression of right and left feet to be 
discovered in the whole course of the trail. 
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The great olject of the IndSans in this maimer of 
conducdng their wars, is eTidentlr surprise ; that is, 
to come upon their enemy, at a time when thef are 
least expected ; in which case the assailed are not 
prepared lo repel their attack, but are thrown into 
confosiaa, by which means the assailants most gene- 
rally prove to be the ccxiquerors. This custom ex- 
tending to all the triibeB, induced them to form skulk- 
ing parties; that is, the warriors of the different 
nations, divide themselves into small parties, and 
skulk for days or weeks in the thickest part of the 
extensive forests, and on the approach of noise of any 
kind they seerete themselves behind trees, or under 
the thick foliage d the undeigrowth, whence 
they suddenly spring, as a flock of patridges, upon 
the unsuspecting traveller, who,'if he chance to be an 
enemy, is immediately sl^ ; or if a party that are 
more numerous than theirs, they suffer them to pass 
quietly on, and immediately hasten to the nation by 
a short route, travelling day and night, until they arrive 
at their castles and give the alarm; in which case 
the warriors are prepared for the reception of an 
enemy. 

The object of the present -war, on the part of the 
Five Nations, was first to revenge the perfidy of the 
French settlers in Canada, who they suspected of 
bein^ the cause of all their recent calamities, and 
particularly as they had a short time previous to their 
march, received intelligence that the French were 
actually exciting the neighboring nations of Chich- 
taghies, Twightwies and Utlawas to enter their terri- 
tory by surprise, and to lay waste their fields and 
east)es, with a view of bringing these haughty chiefs 
of the Five Nations into entire subjection to them- 
selves ; and secondly to subdue the Adirondacks and 
Quatoghies near Canada. 

At the grand council of Sachems, held at Onondaffo, 
Decanesora, the great orator of the Five Nations, iae- 
livered the following^ patriotic address, to the chieft 
and warriors assemblea : — 
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''Fathers, brotheirs and yoong men ai the Five 
Nations ! listen to Decanesora. The great Sear is 
about to speak, a warrior of \he on^e honwe is about 
to recount the treachery of the white men of Canada. 
Two hundred moons aeo, your brethren the Mo- 
hawks Were but a small nation, like to the little 
stream that empties itself into the |preat Cadaracqui. 
They delighted not in hunt|ng,4|pr m wars; buthyed 
at home upon that^ great riyer, where now the white 
man has built his fort and calls it Montreal. While 
we remained a solitary tribe and contented ourselyes 
with planting com, the Adirondacks, a powerful na- 
tion, made war upon us ; ibr they were a nation of 
hunters Living entirely on game; and not satisfied 
with the extent of their huntinef grounds , determined 
on driving us from our peaceable possessions. 

Ah hah, said the Adirondacks, the M(^awksare no 
more than women — the^ do the work of women, by 
planting the ground; while we, the lords of the forest, 
live by the more manly arts of huntinff. We will 
drive them from Cadaracqui, and we wm feast upon 
the deer and the buffalo, with which their country 
abounds. 

" We were driven from our home, and the home of 
our fathers ; not however without the loss of many 
lives ; to the borders of the lake of the Old Indian.* 
I was at that time but a young warrior, but can re- 
member when we united with your4ribesof Oneidas, 
Onondagoes, Cayugas and Senekas. By this union, 
our confederated nations became strong, and from 
fatal necessity have learnt the art of war, which has 
enabled us to regain our ancient boundaries ; and to 
subdue and render tributary to us, our late formidable 
enemy. 

" Look where the sun rises in the morning, out of 
the bosom of the great lake, shining first upon Man- 
hattoe ! Then turn towards Cadaracqui, and the lakes 

* Corlaer'i lake, now known as Lake Champlain. 
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of Ontario, the Huron, Oswego, and where he sinks 
in the evening, in the bosom of Michigan ! Even so 
far has the conquests-of the Five Nations acquired 
territory, and the glory of ** surpassing all men." A 
thirst for glory fir^ the hearts of our nation — they 
made war, and they conquered. Ask now, what has 
become of the Adirondacks, the Satanas, the Hurons, 
the Twightwies, the Gulaws, and the Tuscaroras ? 
And you will hear, that the sun of their glory has set ^ 
their tribes have been broken, dispersed, and ^rith the 
exception of a few far distant tribes, are now namore 
known as a nation." 

This speech was received with the Yo-ha-hari and 
followed by • the war dance, accompanied with the 
beating of their kettle drum. Shortly, a solemn si- 
lence prevailed, and again the profound orator re* 
sumed his important speech: — 

"Fathers, brothers, and young men of the Five 
Nations! we saw these once powerful tribes, whose 
glory resembled the brightness t)f the sun, sink to the 
twinkling of the star ; because we outshone them in 
valor and. compelled them to own us for their con- 
querors. But when we had thus made tributary to 
our nation, these once haughty and powerful tribes, 
ind had gained by our personal bravery, and the 
spilling of rivers of blood, the entire government of 
these countries, there appeared from the great salt 
lakes, a nation of white men, made I believe of the 
white pipC'clay, and who, to our surprise came float- 
ing on the lake, in their big buffalo ships, like droves 
of ducks, and landed at Cadaracqui. 

" These Frenchmen, arriving at a time when we 
were yet at war with the Adirondacks, became their 
allies, and introduced a new mode of warfare, un- 
known to the Indians. They were possessed of tubes 
of iron, which are now known to us as muskets; and 
from the efiect of these, we thought them at the time 
to be filled with the lightning and the thunderbolt. 
They engaged in an expedition aigam^v. xxsv^"^^ ^*^^* 

9* 
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prised two hundred of our nation in their canoes, on p 
the lake of the old Indian. The Adirondacks alooe 
made their appearanee, and our inrincible wuiion 
hastened to tne shore to give them battle ; but tke 
wiljr Frenchmen who were hid in ambush, reserved 
their fire until we had rushed into the thickest battle, 
and were prostrating our enemy by numbers. Bat 
judge our surprise, when in the height of our engage* 
ment, and flushed with the assurance of victory, we 
were startled at the appearance of a sudden blaze <^ 
fire which issued from the bushes, and which dazzled 
our eyes to blindness. We recovered our si^ht but 
to behold, 4he next moment, scores of our bravest 
warriors mingling their life's blood with the dust of 
the ground, and while we were thus confounded, and 
endeavoring to find out the cause of this unlooke4 for 
calamity, another and another blaze of fire from the 
bushes, and scores more of our brave chiefs shared 
the fate of the former ! In vain we sought for the 
cause, for we knew not whence these thunder 
bolts of death had issued. Our Indians had never yet 
seen a gun. According to the tradition of our lathers, 
we believed that this dreadful disaster came upon us 
for negleeting the customary tribute tathe old Indiaa 
of the lake, and being thus thrown into confusion, we 
were oblij^ed to abandon the field to our enemies; 
and but few of us remained to bear the disgraeeiid 
tidings to the chiefs of our nation. 

"In the great council, after receiving this melan- 
choly news, it was concluded that these Frenchmen 
were the children of the white Hobamookoo,* out of 
whose mouths he vomited his fire and his thunder- 
bolts — and to ascertain the fact, a warrior from each 
tribe was appointed to skulk around their castle, and 
learn if possible, by what means they effected this 
unusual destruction. With the cunning of the wolf, 
and the secrecy of the mole, we gained upon Uieir 

* The Indian word.for tlie Devil or the Evil one. 
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gcttleinent, and lay secreted in the bushes for three 
days ; when at last, two of the Frenchmen with their 
guns yentured out of the castle gatefor the puroose 
of hunting. We suffered them to pass for a snort 
(fotance, when suddenly springing frem our ambush^ 
we hurled the tomahawk ana brought them bolh to 
the ground. Their cries, and firing of their guns, 
alarmed the castle ; the soldiers rushed out unarmed ; 
we raised the war whoop, which caused them to re- 
turn for their arms ; but nefore they were prepared to 
attack us, we had scalped the two soldiers, and fled, 
h&yinff previously secured their guns. 

^ We returned in safety to our nation, and presented 
them with the fire vomiting instruments, and the 
scalps of the white men. The great sachem awarded 
to me one of the guns, the ouier to the Prowling 
Wolf; but we could not make them vomit any fire, 
as the French had done, on which account we were 
now fully convinced that they were the children oi 
the white Hobamookoo, and were determined on 
burning them in the fire. 

'* Our opinions, however, were soon changed, for 
another trme of white men from across the great salt 
lake, landed at Manhattoe. They spoke a -different 
language from the French, and from their different 
sizes, we were convinced that they were from s^ dif- 
ferent nation of white men. These brought with them 
fire vomiting instruments of the same kind, and we 
beean to fear that tre should be surrounded on all 
sd<H8 by the children of the white Hobamookoo; but 
they offered us the calumet of friendship, and we re- 
ceived them as our friends and allies, as the French 
were received by the Adirondacks. 

" We soon learnt that our .allies were Dutchmen, 
and their great sachem Corlaer, built his castles ^t 
Schenectady, anlcl taught us the use. of these instru- 
m^ats, which he called muskets. We found, too, 
from a nearer acquaintance with our allies, that they 
were a nation to be depended on, for their honesty 
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and plain dealing ; keeping their chain^ bright, and 
their paths clean, and assisting us in all our difficul- 
ties. By this alliance we were placed upon an equal 
footing with the French, and we could yomit fire 
against them in return, so that it was dog eat dog. And 
now again the tide of success set in our favor. And 
the French, finding us now more than a match for 
them, offered us also the calumet of peace, and we 
listened to them, receivhig their priests into our 
nation ; but we soon found that they had not only the 
cunning, but the wickedness, of the serpent in them. 
For while their priests were feeding us with soft com, 
by advising us to live in peace with all mankind, 
their Governor, Yonondio, was making preparations 
to l>ring his warriors and those of his allies, to con- 
quer and to subdue our nation, that they might enjoy 
our lands, and reduce us to the condition of slaves. 

** For more than two hundred moons, we have 
withstood their arts and their efforts to conquer us; 
and our nation as with one voice, have determine^ to 
raise the hatchet, and to resist to the last inan these 
faithless people. And you are now, warriors and 
young men of the Five Nations, ready to march 
against them, to revenge our nation for the blood they 
have spilt, of your fathers and of your brethren. Let 
the victories tnat I have gained in twenty summers 
against these hostile people and their allies, give 
wings to your feet, couraffe to your hearts, and fire to 
your eyes. Remember the castles, thfe squaws, your 
mthers, your mothers, and the pappoosesor little ones, 
you leave behind you ! Revenge the insults and the 
mjuries your country has received from the French 
and their Indians ! Redeem the blood of your breth- 
ren, with the scalps of their enemies ! Do this, and 
on your return, the nation will receive you as they 
oufifht, with feastini^ and dancing, and Pecanesora 
will transfer his nanie and his glones to the mostsuo- 
cessful among the young warriors." 

He then addressed himself to Conrade as follows : — 
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^ Tantchawagon ! you have honored out nation by 
this pridof of your friendship in your alliance with our 
warriors. You go to defend the rights which you hare, 
in common with us all, to this land ! With the eye of 
the eagle, the heart of the panther, and the foot of 
the deer, you will 'secure for yourself the rewards of 
glory ! You go with the lore of our nation ! You 
leave behind you many hearts that wiU beat with 
anxious hopes and fears, the issue of this camjpaign ! 
The castles of Schenectady, and your ffood friends, 
shall be guarded by the vigikmce of the warriors, 
that are too old to follow you to the fields of battle, 
and on your return, we pledge ourselves to satisfy 
you that we have been faithfiu to our promises ! 

This concluding speech was received with three 
times three Yo-ha-hans, enthusiastically proi^oimced, 
and a long dance to the kettle drum. Soon the last 
signal screech of the owl was heard from the adjaceift 
forest As suddenly all waa silent — hushed as the 
solemn hour of midnight ; for the noise and the dance, 
of this august council, like the boisterous winds upon 
the agitated bosom of the ocean; when havinff ex- 
haust^ itself^ sink^ suddenly into a calm, in which 
naught else is. heard but the soft, indistinct echoes, 
the moaninga of the spirit of the winds, that ever and 
anon seem as if labonntf to be heard, but at length 
dies in the distance, ^nd is heard no more — even so 
was the bustle and the noise of this council. 

The rising sun of the following morning lent his 
first rays to the marshalled troop of the Five Nations, 
who had already proceeded fifteen miles from Onon- 
dago towards Mcmtreal, the stxoa^ hold of the French. 
And the blessings of mothers, and the fond aspirations 
of lovers, accompanied the van and the res^r of their 
expedition. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Hark ! Hark !, what echoes strike my ear ! 

Ah 'tin the shriek from La Chine's plain ; 
And distant savag^e yells I hear, 

'Twizt groans that's uttered by the slain. 
Again by treanh^rous wiles ensnai^, 

The inadd»ned tribes their war-axe wield ; 
Nor age, nor sex by them are spared ; 

Their thousand corses strew the field.— FudiTlvs. 

Although the French settlers of Canada were cod- 
tinuallj* on the look out, in consequence of the fre- 
quent incursions of the Indians of the Five Nations ; 
and although located on an island formed by the junc- 
tion of the northern and southern branches of- Cada- 
racqui river, which soon after separates again for the 
purpose of unitin|^ with the stream of Champlain to 
form the great nrer St. Lawrence, w^ere .thus appa- 
rently secure from any sudden attack by land forces; 
on the present occasion it will be seen, that the cun- 
ning and enterprise of the Five Nations were superior 
to the vigilance of a people, not accustomed to Indian 
habits and manners. 

The famous Silver Kettle, the principal warrior in 
the present daring enterprise, aware that ^e French 
had erected a ibrt qn the eastern extremity of Cada- 
racqui lake, now known as Ontario ; and again 
another on the west of the river Champlaur; by which 
they had the command of both the lower extremities 
of these lakes ; and these garrisons serving as out- 
posts to the main settlement at Montreal, prevented 
m some measure the possibility of bringing an army 
by water without being discovered in time to prevail 
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being taken by surpi-ise. This profound statesman 
and warrior determined, by the most hazardous at- 
tempts* to render useless the precautions of their en- 
emy.; wherefore, on the evening of this fifth day of 
their maifch from Onondaga, he summoned a general 
council, to which he communicated the nature of the 
obstacles which they must necessarily surmount, be- 
fore they could possibly expect to succeed. He ad- 
verted to the dangers they must encounter, but threw 
those dangers into the back ground, by a highly 
colored picturing of the general character of heroes, 
particuTarly those of their own nation, who were ever 
ready to sacrifice their lives for glory and the love of 
country, and concluded by leaving it to the choice'of 
such as felt themselves unequal to the enterprise, to 
return to their castles and assist the aged warriors in 
protecting their families and their fields ; of which 
choice, however, not orie solitary individual of the 
twelve hundred warriors thought proper to avail him- 
self, preferring rather to die in the enterprise, thaa 
to return to his home under the mortifying suspicion 
of cowardice. 

-Conrade, when he had heard the speech of the 
Silver Ketde, and had well weighed the plans sug- 
gested for iheir future operations, saw at one glance', 
that entire success, or certain death, depended upon 
the first assault: for Jbe, too, was weir aware, that 
they wefre to invade a garrison situated on an island, 
on which, if they efiTected a landing unperceived, and 
were even successful at the onset, the besieged had 
numerous warlike allies, beside the garnsons of 
Chambly and Cadaracqui, from which they might be 
reinforced in time, not only to prevent their entire 
success, but also greatly, to retard, if not to render 
wholly impracticable, the possibility of a safe retreat. 
Under these weighty idipre'ssions he turned his 
thoughts for a moment toward Schenectady, and 
to the adored of his heart; and felt that his only 
privilege was thus, to think of her, thai thus 
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*' To lore h«r H'M u •m ]i«tt. 
The Mont eipprati of hi* breast/' i,^^^ 

Bat a^imin to behold her, and perhaps to behold her i^ 
the wife df another, were thoughts that sickened bk f^ 
heart and recalled him from his dreams of happiness, ?"■ 
to the proepectiTe view of his present enterprise; and ] 
with a deep sigh, he rolled his blanket around him, ^ 
and throwing himself oa the earth, he was soon lost » 
to all the weaiying scenes of life, m a tranquil and — 
happy forgetfumess of all his misfortunes, by a pro- 
founa and undisturbed sleep, whieh fiye da^' march ^ 
through the forests had rendered truly desirable and i ^ 
necessary. 

On the sixth morning the army diyided itself into 
two grand diyisions, or six hundred men~ each ; mi 
these were affain to separate themselyes into twelVe 
companies of Ifiy each, who were to spread thems^ves 
as it were in the form of a crescent, afier crossing the 
Hudson riyer, on whose banks they now were, some 
miles aboye the usual carrying place, from the west 
side of Lake Champlain to the east side of Cadaracmu 
riyer : from whicn points the companies wer^ after the 
third 4ay to direct their course northeast, by which 
means tney woxM again reunite on Cadaracqui riyer 
immediately opposite La Chine. On arriying^ within 
a few days' march of the point of destination^ they were 
to secrete themselyes in the thick underwood, to re- 
commence their march in the night and again at. day- 
light, to resume thei» hiding-putces, in which they 
were to remain, until a signs? hi their maich which 
could oiot be mistaken by any» 

Silyer Kettle took thie diyisiottr destined to i^ead 
itself from the Hudson riyer to the west of Lake 
Champlain ; and to his division was our hero attached, 
together with Graranguk, his young friend, and son 
of this mighty aire, both the megAti of the late Cevker 
and t}ie Ehiffle of the Mohawks^ 

The southwest diyision was commanded by the 
gteaX Oneida chie^ CHigueese, or the Partridge. 
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The main divisions now separated, east by north, 
and west by south, so that in a day's march^ the 
chain of companies was extended to a distance of 
foFty miles from the most western company to the 
most eastern. Thus twenty-four companies at a dis- 
tance of less than two mites each, commanded the 
passes of a field of forty mUes in length, and were at 
the same time in a line of vocalegraphicy if not tele- 
graphic communication with each other, as ^ many 
of them liaye a surprising faculty of raising their 
voices, not only in inarticulate sounds, but ukewise 
to make their words understood at a great distance." 
And we find the same was practised by Homer's He- 
roes: 

"Thrice to it« pitiaK, his lof^ Toic« he rears,—- 
O Friend! Ulysses! shouts invade my ears.'* 

On the evening of the twenty-first day from their 
leaving Onondago castle, our indefatigable compan- 
ions, had marched over seven hundred miles of track- 
less forests, without any guides but the barks of the 
trees, the positions of the stars, and the courses of the 
creeks and rivers ; and were now resting themselves 
in detached groups, within the almost impenetrable 
branches and foliage of the luxuriant coivlus and vac- 
cinium, the grateful as well as plentiml supply of 
whose fruit afforded them an agreeable and whole- 
some repast after the fatigues of a three weeks' march. 
Here they remained under cover for three days, until 
it was ascertained, that each Sjibdivision of the grand 
army, had made good its junction ; and had rested 
from their fatigues, the better to enable them to put 
their rash and during design in complete execution. 

Li the interim, the great Oneida chief Ohgueese, 
named the Partridge, from his address in penetrating, 
undiscovered, to within tomahawk-reach of his ene- 
mies; and EinshcHi, or the Fish of the Onondago 
tribe, were hourly reconnoitring the margin of the 
river, its currents, and the best prospects of landing 
on the opposite shore of the island ; all of which par- 

VoL.L 10 
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ticcilaxs were commimicated to the commander-in- 
chief, the great Silver Kettle, whose headquarters 
were, at the time, in the hollow of an immense plane 
tree, more comm(»ly known by the name of the syc- 
amore, whose extensiye tnmk afforded shelter for the 
commander-in-chief, and bis coUeae^es of the nations, 
L e. the chiefs of each nation, which together with 
his son, and oar hero, were seven in number, each of 
whom, rolled in their blankets, passed three anxious 
nights and days within its hollow, in sight of the isl- 
and, and in contemplating the probable issue of this 
more than Spartan enterprise. In a note, supposed 
to be in the handwriting of Conrade, at the bottom 
of this chapter it is added : '^ I wish for the cause of 
humanity, tnat the dreadful catastrophe recorded in 
the following chapter had never happened ; or Uiat I 
had not been the painful wimess at the horrid eai- 
Dage of that day." 



OB THE EAGLE OF THE UOHAWK&t, 1 1 i 



CHAPTER X. 



*• All in the eastle w«r« at mt, 

Whan, anddcn, ia tke windows ihon* 

A lig^btning's flash, jmt seen and gone ! 

A shdt it liaard — again the flame h 

Flashed thicV and fast — a volley cane ! 

Then echoed wildly from within, 

Of shoat and scream, the mingKng din. 

And weapon-clash, and maddeniog crjr, 

Of those who kill and those who die." RoKBBT. 



At the period of which, we write, the huildings for 
the commoQ residence of the settlers, were nothings 
more than log-cabins, erected at certain distances 
from each otherj^ and separated by pallisades. The 
castles, so termed by way of eminence, were in feet 
little other vthan common block-houses, but of suffi- 
cient capacity to afford a safe retreat, and a tempo- 
rary protection from the bullets and other missiles 
directed against them. . These were commonly built 
of large timbers, dovetailed at their ends, and secured 
by large and strong pins of wood. Port-holes, which 
contained pieces oi artillery, and which served also for 
windows, were cut at regular distances, on each side 
and end, as also two doors. Each principal settle- 
ment had one of these castles, and were each sur- 
rounded by strong pallisades, and in some cases, were 
farther fortified by outworks of dirt, strengthened with 
stakes, and covered with common turf, contsuning the 
stubborn roots of a species of stoloniferous grass, which 
shortly united the blocks of turf to the eariK o^et 'vVix^ 
they were hid and thus fonning a «>^^ atA ^qpgd 




i i KTig i Lii g. aii£ iTitT^ miaiTiTisd. wad to tkis settle- 
jiAor ut?^ v-^r niy^ :t*» nuTTt* of La duBC Tlicii 

if^iC^ 'VCTTE HjiP«iTT>r- l<.iV]LfG USTTESl. Sid tllCJ WOC 

ji^DCjiir iJrvzTC u & n!:^ anii pkntifal supf^ of pro- 
xiSiiii^ iii» Tpvajt It iitsT p£iSent izidiistcy; and 
inifucL iif^T T£?cT flM!!! viib SBT soioiis disisters 
innL :ui^ m^nzsiDic^ vf zi^ ikosdle ladxins, who had 
siisiy dc^ciec tiicar artmnky aauBSt the main ^airi- 
b:ai, iirPT iic^^niifitess. &:a& a ooDScioQSQess of be- 
ms snrrznmoed gb aiii aocs br Bomcnns desperate 
amid WETiik^ ixatiocs. spjdora cfli>0Ted a moment's ao- 
toai naitqullhrf of miDd ; aad were in the daily ex- 
pecanoo z£ baits ccmmooed again and again to join 
the gamsGQs in defeDoe of th^ lires, and the prop- 
cfij which ther now cooadeied to be their owd, 
from poaesiiA and improvement, npon the grant of 
their king. 

The indostrioQs and peaceable inhabitants of this 
settlement had labored all day in their fields, nncon- 
adotia of the danger that awaited them; they had 
rettimed to their houses, with the evening shade, and 
had partook^ imder their respective porticoes of the 
delicious repast which their notable wives or daugh- 
ters had prepared for them, of the various delicacies 
of the season ; they had dandled on their knees their 
lisf^ing infants and their prattling babes ; and with 
•miles of satisfaction replaced them on the bosoms 
of their fond and admiring mothers, and had retired 
to their rest. The night was solemn ; the silver stars 
were reflecting their pale light from the sur&ce of the 
dividing Cadaraoqui. In the distant glen were heard 
(he appalling sounds of the howling wolves of the 
faresti and evex aad «aoa 0[i^ x«s<^\^s«& were given 
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by the faithful mastiffs of the plantations. By-and- 
by, the silent hour of midnight arrived, and all na- 
ture seemed locked in deep and solemn slumber. 
The very winds seemed hushed, the leaves of every 
tree, the aspen-poplar alone excepted, had ceased 
their rustling ; naught on earth was now heard but 
the sullen ripple of the currents, in their separating 
ea«t and west, and thus hiirrying onward to meet again, 
and t6 unite their streams, a tribute to the great St. 
Lawrence. 

But hark ! the faithful sentinel of nature disturbs 
the solemn tranquillity of the scene; the vigilant guar- 
dian of the roost flapd his wings, and announces the 
approach of another day ; it is " first cock-crow'* — 
an hour, another hour ! and our warriors will be ready 
to plunge into thg rapid streams of the Cadaracqui! 
They secure, in the intervening moments, their car- 
touches and their muskets on their heads ; they have 
guarded the locks of their firearms from water, by 
enveloping them in strips of raw buffalo-hides ; they 
secrete their blankets in the thickets ; and with their 
war-axes in their hands, they stand on the brink of 
the river, ready for the awful signal. Again the 
cock crows ! it is the signal foi" the onset — and imme- 
diately the whole army glide doWn the banks, and 
like the slippery eel are winning their way to the 
&ted island. 

Many of them were, however, by the different 
fbrces of the current from the points of their starting, 
unable to effect a landing at the same point, or at 
the same tinoie, and were carried a considerable dis- 
tance below ; among these- were Conrade and iiis 
&ithful friend Garangula, who mutually supported 
each other in resisting the current, until they at last 
dfected their landing half a mile below the scene of 
action ; to whibh they were attracted by the shouts 
of the killing and the shrieks and groans of the dying. 

The flash and report of the first volley of musketry 
had not only apprized them, while BtIUg^^x^^ \sl >^^ 

10* 
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river, of the commencement of the attack ; but afibrded 
them a momentaiy bght, which enabled them to dia- 
cover the course tney should pursue to effect a safe 
and easy landing. They had aot proceeded far to- 
ward the scene oi blood and carnage, ere they beheld 
the vast colunms of smoke and flame issuing from 
various directions ; and Conrade rightly Judged, they 
proceeded from the consuming cabms of' the island- b 
ers. The shouts of the assailants increased-^-the 
ffroans of the dying were lost in the roaring of the 
flames, and the shouts of the Indians. The heart- 
rending shrieks of the retreating females, and their 
terrified infants, now fell upon his ear. It was enough ! 
He thought of Wilhelmina, and resolved at the hazard 
of his lite, to protect the weak and helpless women. 

He rushes forward to put his noble design in exe- 
cution, regretting that he bad not effected a landing 
with the nrst, that he might have prevented the effu- 
sion of so much blood; in the next moment he per- 
ceived the form of a female, flying as it were from the 
murderous design of her pursuers, and close in pur- 
suit of her, a nimble-footed warrior with uplifted tom- 
ahawk. In vain he halloed in the Onondaffo language, 
with the view to arrest the purpose of the pursuer ; 
his voice was lost in the general roar of Are and of 
shouts ; but the almost exhausted female heard him, 
and fearing that he was also designing to destroy her, 
bv a sudden sfiring to the left, avoided the deadly 
blow of the tomahawk which the Rattle Snake had 
hurled at her innocent and unresisting .head ; and 
which sunk to a considerable depth in the earth, some 
twenty paces beyond her. ^ith equal bounds Con- 
rade and the Onondago, came up with her in the 
same instant, and the latter had drawn his scalpiujg 
knife, with the view of adding to his trophies, the 
scalp of a lovelv woman. 

I' Onondago,' said Conrade, in a firm and decisive 
voice, " desist ! The brave warrior should ever pro- 
tect, and glory in protecting woman." 
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'^ That woman is our enemy," replied the Rattle 
Snake. . 

" Not 80," retorted Conrade. " They do not make 
war against any one^" 

''Yes, but they bring warriors upon earth, and 
thereby multiply our enemies ; and we are justified 
in lessening their number. Tarachawagon ! stand 
aside, and let me add another scalp, to those suspend- 
ed to my back!" 

'' First take mine," said Conrade, '' for you, nor no 
other warrior, not even the mighty Silver Kettle, 
shall touch one hair of the head of this weeping sup- 
plicant, until you have added* my life to th0 number 
of thdse already sacrificed to your insatiate revenge." 

^And the next instant he seated himself beside the 

swooning stranger, and resting her head on his bosom, 
he requested Prince Garangiua to hurry to the river 
and procure some water in a leathern cup, with 
whicn to revive her fleeting and sinking spirits, 
which request, this faithful friend speedily obeyed. 

Soon as he was goncy the Onondago thus addressed 
Conrade : — '* Tarachawagon, you are the first of the 
warriors of the good Corlaer, that have violated the 
fiiith of your nation, b^r affording protection to the en- 
emies ot the Five Nations ; and although I love you, 
as well for your personal bravery, as for the sake of 
your great Sachem Corlaer, you must answer to our 
chiefs in council for arresting me in my purpose of 
scalping this prisoner^" 

''JLet her oe treated, then, as. a prisoner," said 
Conrade, *' but injure her not; I will take charge of 
her, under the guarantee of my friend, the son of your 
great chief; she shall be considered your prisoner, 
and for my conduct, I will be answerable to your 
council." 

Garangula returned with the cup of water, and 
Conrade succeeded in restoring once more the faint- 
ing female, who, when she opened her eyes, found 
herself supported by one Indian, while aaoXhftt ^V^A 
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over them with a bloody scalping^knife, and a third 
with a leathern cup of water, which now and then the 
attentire Conrade applied to her lips, and encouraged 
her (o drink for her recovery, fiy a kind of histinct- 
ive, or intuitive feeling, she at once concluded that 
he, on whose bosom she was still reclining for support 
and for protection, was indeed her deliverer, but whe- 
ther he was one of the Christian Indians of Loretto, 
sent by a kind Providence to protect her, or one of the 
Five Nations, their inveterate enemies, she was not 
capable of determining. As she recovered strength, 
and an increased degree of confidence, she looked up 
in the face of her deliverer, and saw with surprise 
that he was not of the dark and tawny race of the In- 
dian; nor did his countenance, thotiigh expressive of 
youthful bravery, indicate the least mark- of savage 
ferocity, and encouraged by his returning look, which, 
as it fell upon her scrutinizing gaze, beamed with the 
smile of benevolence, she took courage, and addressed 
him in the French language. Of this language he 
wns wholly ignorant ; yet she read in the tear that 
now glistened in his eye, that, although her tongue 
had failed explaining to him the wish of her suppli- 
cating heart, the universal, though silent language 
of her eyes had. 

Conrade now stipulated, with the Rattle Snake for 
the securitv of this interesting prisoner. She was to 
be left to the care of the younff friends, who became 
mutually bound to the nation mr her person, and to 
abide by the decision of the great council. Under 
these assurances, the Onondago returned to complete 
his share of the horrid carnage. 

By this time, the day-light had thrown its lustre on 
all the surrounding scenery ; and the yet trembling 
fair one, casting her eyes toward the late flourishing 
plantations of her father, and her friends, beheld them 
buried in one mass of smoking ruins ! And now the 
first returns of conscious memory brought to her rec- 
ollection her parents and her friends, and with frantic 
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ageoy she exclaimed, while wringing^ her hands^> 
*^Mon dieu ma! Peu et tnon mere!" and looking 
wist^lly on Conrade and his friend, she besought 
them by her looks, which seemed to say, Oh if you 
haYe a father — a mother, you must feel the dreadful 
agony of this awful suspense ! ■. Assist me to seek — 
Oh ! assist me to save — the dear authors of my exist- 
ence!" and springing upon her feei, she beckoned 
them toward La Chine. 

Overwhelmed with the consciousness that his fair 
prisoner was distressed beyond the power of commu- 
nication, he regretted thie diversity of languages; but 
above all, that he was as ignorant of the language in 
which she bad hitherto addressed him, as she was of 
that which he had used to assure her of her safety. 
Recollecting, however, that the French Jesuits had 
prevailed on several Mohawk Indians to settle among 
them and to enter within the pales of the Romish 
chm-ch, it struck him, that it was not impossible from 
the freauent intercourse with these Christian Indians, 
whose language might be familiar to her, to make 
himself in some measure understood ; and .he was 
overjoyed, when addressing her in the Mohawk lan- 
guage, to find that it was indeed familiar to her. 

A transitory burst of joy pervaded the breasts of 
each individual of this interesting little group, which 
was however of but short duration. Their first effort 
was to gain if possible among the ashes of the ruins, 
some proof of the fates of her dearest parents ; and 
under the protection of her youthful preserver, she 
directed and accompanied them to the spot, which 
but a few hours before, contained all that was dear 
to her upon earth, and to reach which, she was com- 
pelled to force her way over the numerous mangled 
corses of her intimate friends and acquaintances ; and 
to endure the soul-appalling scenes of ()eholding each 
corpse, as the indefatigable youths turned it to her 
viewj in the &ce of which she recognised, a dear 
fHend, or an intimate acquaintance^ This trying 
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scene, to which she was compelled to resort in order 
to reduce to certainty, the fate of her parents, was 
borne by her with a fortitude produced by the total 
stagnation of heart which her fears and (he MghiM 
prospects before her, were calculated to etfect — 
And although her appearance was one of calm and 
dignified resignation, it was plain, that whenever she 
might recover from this cloud of mind that enveloped 
her every faculty, that she would awake to new joys, 
or to new horrors, either of which were likely to 
prove fatal to heV through her highly excited sensi- 
bility, nearly exhausted ais she was. 

In vain did they search among ihe smoking ruins 
of her house, for some trace that might lead to a 
knowledge of the fate of her parents ; and in vain did 
they inquire of the returning Indians, who had pur- 
sued the flying inhabitants, until their revenge was 
satiated, in the total destruction of the settlement, the 
sacrifice of a thousand lives, and the possession of 
about twenty prisoners. They were now gathering 
for the purpose of effecting a retreat, ere the soldiers 
from the garrison of Montreal mip^ht succeed in cut- 
ting off a timely retreat to the main. Inquiries from 
these were therefore fruitless. It at length occurred 
to the young Mohawk, that some information might 
be obtained from the remaining settlers who had 
been spared in the general carnage, and were now 
the prisoners of th^ grand army of revenge; and on 
suggesting this to Conrade, they prevailed upon the 
despairing Adelaide, the name of their fair compan- 
ion, to accompany them in. this last and almost hope- 
less search. . 

In paths strewed with burning ashes, and the-bodies 
of her dead friends, was this lovely mourner con- 
ducted in all the agonies of hopelessness, to the banks 
of the Cadaracqui, and here they learned that the pris- 
oners had been despatched in the boats across the 
river, into which the remaining warriors were plun- 
ging in groups to stem the mighty current and gain the 
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opposite shore ; and soon Conrade saw himself ahan- 
dt>Ded hv all, except his faithful Grarangula, and the 
almost lifeless Adelaide. 

Sensible of the intention of the yictors to hum the 
prisoners alive, a custom then common with the In- 
dians; he was aware, of the importance of some 
prompt and immediate measure for reaching the op- 
posite shore in time to prevent, if possible, the horrid 
execution of this cruel practice. He requested his 
friend to follow the example- of those that had gone 
before him, and to obtain an immediate audience of 
his father, and in his name to urge him by all the 
regard he bore him, and by the solemn league he had 
made with the sreat Corlaer^ to defer at least the ter- 
rible sacrifice of the prisoners, until he could be pres- 
ent to urffe his reasons for their abandoning this in- 
tention altogether. He was then to take one of the 
small canoes aiid return with it to the island, where 
he would patiently await his arrival to transport 
them to the main. The next momeht he beheld the 
faithful Mohawk stemming the rapid currents of the 
parting rivers; saw him gaining with rapidity the 
opposite shore, until at length he was lost m the disr 
tance, leaving his now more than ever anxious com- 
panions, to await the doubtful issue of his embassy. 



ii 
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CHAPTER XT. 



'' DecJk not for me a wreath so gay. 
Nor pirture phantoms to my view, 
That fly in sportive spite away, 
And smile to see a wretch parsne.'' — 6b attar. 



With a view to divert the settled dejection of Ade- 
laide, and to support her sinking strength, Conrade 
gathered from the surrounding bushes on the mar^n 
of the river,^ a quantity of bierries, and some wild 
fruit, the flavor of which greatly resembles the ban- 
ana. These he earnestly {Pressed upon her, and urg- 
ed her to eat, in order to recruit her strength, and to 
fit her for the further prosecution of her inquiries. 
She replied, that, as a proof of her unbounded gratis 
tude for his protection, and the deep interest he 
manifested for her misfortunes, she would partake 
of the fruits of his gathering ; but that, if lett to her 
choice, she would prefer remaining without any other 
nourishment than nope, until she could ascertain to a 
certainty the fate of her parents. 

Conrade, with the kincQiest perseverance, made use 
of every argument to nourish the sinking hope of Ade- 
laide, and when he had seen her eat sufficient to sat- 
isfy the actual demands of nature, he then requested 
her to avail herself of the opporiunity of resting until 
the return of his friend, and tnat he should retire to a 
respectfi4 distance, where he would perform the dou- 
ble office of a sentinel to watch, and a protector to 
defend her from harm. «»* - 

*'Ah !" said she^ in a voice of subdued emotion, ** you 
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are too good to the unhappy Adelaide; you have 
urged me to take nourishment and rest tQ restore my 
almost exhausted system, and have been pouring 
balm into my lacerated h^art ; yet why should my 
deliverer urge me to these exertions, which he con- 
siders so essential to my weakness, and does not him- 
self become a sharer of the bounties and wants of na- 
ture ?" 

** It is," replied Conrade, " because I have been inured 
from infancy to privations, and toiiardships. I have 
learned to abstain from food, with the exception of a 
few grains of parched maize, for weeks. My system 
has Irom rough handling become hardened ; but yours, 
cast in the loveliest mould, and designed by the Au- 
thor of nature for the tender offices of the most refin- 
ed friendships, requires not only the most regular and 
wholesome supplies of nourishment, but also a large 
share of rest and repose, to fit you for the trials which 
a wise Providence has, for the wisest of purposes, call- 
ed you to endure." 

^ X ou are a Christian, then, and not an Indian infidel," 
said Adelaide, with some degree of animation, at the 
same time crossing herself 

*' I belong to the precession," replied he, " and was 
brought up* in the Dutch church of Mennonites, or 
German- Baptists." 

'* And can a heretic be so truly good ?" she whispered, 
by way of mterrogatory to her heart. < 

Perceiving her countenance again assuming its 
former dejection, the thoughtf\d Ccmrade renewed his 
entreaty that she should rest beneath the shade of a 
grove of oaks in the vicinity of the landmg. He 
shouldered his musket and' retreated to the river*8 
edge, whence he looked anxiously to the oppo- 
site shore on the main, and then on the reclining suf> 
ferer, while ever and anon he cast a look toward the 
scenes of desolation, and deprecated the principle on 
which all wars, and particularly wars of retahation 
or revenge^ were founded. 

II 
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" I need not this remembrancer," said he — as, whiW 
he was slowly pacing to and from the landings he dis- 
covered a b^echrtree by the side of a brook — " I heed 
not this remembrancer of the events of the woodland 
island on this day two months past. Strange coinci* 
dence," continued he, " that I snould be instrumental 
in rescuing from>leath two lovely women, and on the 
same day of the month !^ Oh; Wilhelraina ! — ^But 
alas ! the hateAil avarice of thy otherwise amiable 
father hath separated us for ever, and has driven the 
wretched Conrade to wander amid scenes repugnant 
to the feeling^ of his heart, in quest of a happiness 
which he now finds is centred alone in thee !" His 
faithful heart having been somewhat relieved by the 
foregoing^ soliloquy, he approacjied the beech-tree, 
and, wjtn the keen edge of his tomahawk, inscrib- 
ed the letters, "C. W., July 24th, 1626," and the 
mental prayers in which he indulged during these 
moments. Were conveyed by the angel of love to the 
regions of bliss, and the recording angel accepted and 
enrolled them along with the prayers of the faitii- 
ful. 

His attention was now arrested by the well-known 
noise of the paddle, and looking round, he perceived a 
canoe approaching from the main toward the island, 
and in a few minutes the faithful Garan^la landed. 
His countenance showed that his mission had not 
been as successful as they had wished. By this time, 
too, the watchful Adelaide having recovered strength 
sufficient to support herself, called to our adventurers, 
and besought tnem to admit her to a knowledge of 
their discoveries. The young Mohawk informed her 
that, on his landing upon the main, he discovered but 
a few remaining Senekas, who informed him that the 
main body of the army had started for Onondago with 
the French prisoners, of whom there were about twen- 
ty; and, added he, the reason of their hastjr retreat, 
is particularly to avoid the possibility of having their 
prisoners retaken, should the garrison at Montreal 
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with their powerfal allies, the Uttawawas^ Quatog- 
hies, Twigbtwies, Chictaghicks, Patawatomies, and 
other western tribes conclude upon pursuing them. 

*'Alas !" said the now despairing Adelaide, ** my fa- 
ther and my mother are lost to me for ever !" And giv- 
ing way to the feelings of her heart, she vented her sor- 
rows in such a copious flow of tears as compelled the 
heroic Conrade to weep freely with her, and even the 
youn^ Mohawki — who had been naught, by the stern 
and rigid maxims of the-sachems and warriors of his 
nation, that it was unmanly to weep, and that tears 
belonged alone to women and to children, spite of these 
maxims, was compelled to pass his hands across 
his eyes to dash away the tears which an all-power- 
ful feeling of nature had called forth in gentle-sym- 
pathy to the sorrows of a lonely, forlorn, and lovely 
woman. But, as if half ashamed of his weakness, he 
endeavored to hide from his friend the effects of sym- 
pathy upon the heart of one who had enlisted him- 
self a candidate for heroic fame. 

Conrade, >^ho observed this struggle in the bosom 
of his friend, said : " Brave Garangula, resist not the 
influence of these heavenly emotions of the heart ! — 
They are the operations of the spirit of benevolence ; 
do not, therefore, consider it to be a weakness, but 
rather a genuine nobleness of our nature, that, though 
we do not suffer the same degree of poignant sorrow, 
such as is the fate of our fair companion, we prove, 
by our sympathy and our tears, that, selfish and un- 
feeling as mankmd in general are, otir hearts are not 
so impenetrable as to exclude the finer feelings of our 
souls; nor are the cisterns of our brains so dry as to 
be incapable of weeping with those who are called 
upon to weep for calamities like these we have wit- 
nessed. 

" You*are rip^ht, my friend," said the Mohawk. " I 
feel that man is acted upon by circumstances. With 
my nation I am an Indian — with yours I am a sub- 
dued subject; and I feel thai 1 loo caxi ^^^^ ^V^xjl^ 
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frigndahip lika yoma^ and a grirf likg tkatof cbeiofc- 
ly woman hehte as, has set me die oable csaaiple." 

When the first buist of gnef is gtqt, die Lean gen- 
oeail^ anka into a kind of calm, subject k is tuM to 
iieavy avrells and depresMBOgr s^i% dial^ like ^e wares 
of die oeesn, are die indices of die vioIcBee of die 
ssonn. which has pceceded diffloa.^ and amt £ur aiP> 
&sse having observed die deep and fdendlT mfiecest 
which oar beio and his foend had manifested toward 
kuer,. after thanking xk&a ia the most sensiibfe man- 
ma of whicli the homan. heart is esgaJalef she ear 
treated them, to advise ker as to k^ proper eoizEse. 

Coorade inquired whether site kad sasf leladcDS 
living at Moatceal^ to whick die replied in tke affiin^ 
zhrey and that the lateodent, Mons^ De La YiHe 
was her matwnaal ancles >iui that he toa^ and bis ladr* 
wko kadconie to tke pfantatioos est a T^t, weie in all 
probability- among tke slain. 

Tke lecollectioa c^ ikis eircmuata Bce^ wkich bad 
been lost in tke chaotu mass of sonowsy gare now a 
fresk impcdse to ha tear% wkich, Sfxm as tbey ceas- 
ed, afforded h& protectors an eppovtimitj for propos- 
ing to ker tke following pbmsy as tke niost likely to 
soeeecd in anivixi^ at the eertamtr of the &te of ber 
parents and leladTes. Coorade, wko neTer lost sigkt 
of tbe intenUoo of the Indians to bom tbeir pnsooers 
alire, and sensible c^ die nece^ty there was of bis 
being present at tbe great coanciU determined upon 
departing immediately for Onoodago^ and of intrasi- 
in^ to tbe care of bis friend, tbe nnfortmiate Adelaide, 
wnom be was safely to guard to MoDtreal, and by ber 
influence, to obtain passports tbroogb tbe different 
nations fot bis return to On<xidago, wbieb she coo]^ 
readily obtain in tbe erent of ber friends baying ^' 
eaped tbe awful calamity of tbe morning. Or j 
bad so happened that tbeir lires were yet spare^i 
tbey were amcmg tbe prisoners, be by 9. rapid joy 
mi^t arriTe in dme to save, to bis interestmg ^ 
^er/MU'eau and ber friends. 
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Brave, generous, and humane, as the proposition 
appeared to Adelaide, she could not be insensible to 
the great hazard which her friends must experience 
on this occasion. She recollected that Conrade stood 
pledged to the nation for' her delivery to them as a 
|>risoner. How then could he appear before that na- 
tion without her ? She recollected, too, having heard 
that the young Mohawk viras the only son of the great 
chief of the Five Nations, and confided to the care of 
Conrade. To return to the nation without either, or 
both, would subject him, if not to death, yet to the 
cruel taunts of having betrayed the high trusts repos- 
ed in him by the nation ; and to either of these con- 
sequences she could not think of reducing her kind 
deliverer. ^ 

On the other hand, she was conscious of the ex- 
treme danger of the young Mohawk with regard to 
her owxi people. She was convinced that the news 
of the surprise of La Chine and the massacre of the 
inhabitants, would so enrage them, that in their vio- 
lence to be revenged, they would overlook the meri- 
torious actions of the youDg Mohawk, and in despite 
of her entreaties, they would sacrifice him to tneir 
vengeance ; for she well knew that the French sol- 
diery were no more to be trusted when the life of an 
Indian was at stake, than the Indians were when the 
life of a Frenchman stood in the wiay of their revenge. 
And after lamenting the extreme difficulty of deciding 
as to the best and safest method of proceedin|^ .in their 
present exigencies, and with ^, view to avoid either 
or all of the foregoing contingencies, she frankly sta- 
ted these^ fears to her youthful protectors, and be- 
sought them to decide for her, as she certainly felt 
herself for the present wholly inadequate to the task. 

Conrade assured her for himself, aud in behalf of 
his young friend, that having enlisted themselves as 
cadets among the young warriors of the nation, who 
were candidates for glory, they had previously deter- 
mined on throwing all thoughts of danger into the 

11* 
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back grouDid. . They were awstre that the paths of 
hamaa glory were strewn with dangers on erery side; 
that the maxims of the Indians which he had in some 
degree imbibed from his intercourse with tbem from 
infancy, had taught him to smile at the fear of death ; 
and especially, as to these, maxims he had long since 
adopted and added the maxims of the European 
knights, that to die in the defence or the protection of 
a defenceless or oppressed female, was a death if any 
less envious, 'twas but a shade different from that of 
holy martyrdom. 

" Can a heretic be not only thos good, but eren great 
and noble in that goodness ?^ again inquired Adelaide, 
not in a whisper, but in the spirit of a whisper to her 
hearL And looking pensively yet confidently in the 
face of Coorade, She replied, ** The heart that is thas 
capable of feeling for the distressed, that is thus re- 
solved on bestowing its kindest considerations for the 
preservation of my life, is fully competent to the task 
of directing my determination. Yes, noble, generous, 
roaiily youth! the destiny of Adelaide,' the unfortu- 
i^te Adelaide, is committed to thy care ! Nor coukl 
I in the world's wide range, commit it to one more 
worthy !" The manner in which these words were 
spoken, was such as to prevent the necessity of the 
commonplace replies of'** You do me too much hon- 
or" — " You lay me imder too great a weight of Mi' 
eations" — *' Yon over*rate my humble pretensions," 
«c., &C. The noble soul of Conrade was above the 
pitiful influence of a vanity that secretly wished for 
praise while it afiects the appearance of being de* 
sirotis of avoiding it. He at once candidly thanked 
her for the confidence with which his conduct had 
inspired her; and as candidly acknowledged that if 
there was anything like extraordinary m6rit in his 
services toward her, it had been inspired by that holy 
Being in whose hands are the destinies of all worlds, 
and all intelligences. And he advised the immediate 
execution of their designs, tinder an humble reliance 
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Oil that Being who alone was able to direct them in 
their present exigencies. 

The parting of these new friends was afifectingly 
solemn. It took place iinder circumstances peculiar* 
ly fitted to awaken every tender sentiment of the soul, 
and to excite the most sacred aspirations of the heart 
toward the supreme Governor of the world ! Here 
we find, by an extraordinai^ concatenation of causes, 
three individuals of different nations, and of opposing 
religions, endeared to each other, and desirous of sac- 
rificing even their lives for each other's preservation, 
who but a few hours previous^ were among the most 
hostile, in point of their particular tenets. 

Adelaide, who was brought up under the repulsive 
austerity of the Jesuitical Catholics, had. been taught 
to consider all who were not within the pales of her 
church, as heretics and infidels, with whom it were 
sinful to associate. She had from a necessity, the re- 
currence to which opened afresh the bleeding wounds 
of her heart, been forced to associate with a heretic 
and an infidel ; nay more,, she was indebted to them 
fot the preservation of her life, and for a time must 
be indebted to them for protection. Would a Catho- 
lic Jesuit have done more — would he have done as 
much for her at the hazard of his life? It was a 
doubtful question, that admitted but of a doubtful 
reply. • 

These ^considerations, however, were productive of 
happy efiects ; it proved to her that this particular 
tenet of her church was founded on an uncharitaUe 
basis; that it was narrow, selfish, contracted. Thus 
concluding, she took the hand of Conrade and observ- 
ed : " My brave deliverer, we are now about to sep- 
arate perhaps for ever ! Painful as the retrospect is ' 
which brought us together, I am free to confess, that 
the prospective is to me equally painful. Uncertain 
of the existence of those dear parents who gave me 
birth — conscious, should they be no more, that I yet 
have in you the only fiiend on earth, and next to you 
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this affectionate jouth, you can better conceive than 
it would be possible for me to express, not only my 
fears but my extreme reluclauCe at parting from so 
tried a friend. And should I gain no intelligence of 
myparents at Montreal what is to be my fate ?" 
" I confess, *' replied Conrade, " that you have thought 
of a possibility, which, in my anxiety for your peace, 
had wholly escaped my consideration." 

** If," said the young Mohawk, " you will al^ow me, I 
will conduct you from Montreal to the lake of the 
old Indian, over which I will paddle you in a canoe 
to our castle, where- we will agaih meet with the 
brave Tarachawagon.^l 

" He is right," said Conrade ; " it is the only possible 
chance, should circumstances require it, for us short- 
ly to meet again." 

" Go then, noble youth" — said Adelaide, with a sigh, 
accompanied With a copious flow of tears — " Go, and 
lay me under atf infinity of obligations to you!"r— 
When, taking a miniature of her father from her bo- 
som and presenting it to Conrade, lahe observed—" This, 
which I have prized above al pecuniary considera^ 
lions, is too poor a recompense for the setvices you 
have rendered his daughter. And oh ! should he yet 
live to behold it, and behold it in the possession of 
her deliverer, his heart — yes, his generous heart, will 
acknowled|:e with her, that the God of the Catholics 
is also the God of the Mennonites — of the Indians — 
of all mankind — ' — and, 

" May we part under the protection of that holy 
Bemg," said she ; 

** And again meet under His protection, and under 
more favorable auspices ;" addea Conrade and kissing 
the hand which he held in his, he gently relinquished 
it with the assurance of his committing her to the 
care of his young friend, who, although a full-blooded 
Indian, possessed as high a sense of honor and brave- 
Try as the most favored heroes of any.civilized nation 
could boast. He then cordially embraced the young 
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hawk, and directing him to use his utmost exer- 
ts to meet him at the carrying place between the 
th river and the lake, he stepped on board the 
oe, which having unmoored and waving an adieu 
lis friends, he was compf>lled to attend to her course 
OSS the divided stream which was rapidly opposing 
progress of his little barque, and when he had 
ded on the main, he perceived them still remain* 
on the bank of the islknd, and an interchange of 
ndly signals succeeding, they soon lost sight of 
h other iii the different courses they had now to 
sue. 
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CHAPITER Xn. 



The inhabitants of Montreal were aroused oat of 
their slumbers from the alarm given by the sentinel 
at the fort, and they awoke to witness the genersd con- 
flagration of the building's and fields of La Chine. — 
Conscious that this could not be the effect of accident, 
the Governor ordered a detaphmant of men from the 
garrison to march to the relief of the settlers, and di- 
rected the resident Indians to proceed without delay 
and ascertain the cause of this calamity. And^ as at 
this period, the European settlers were subject to the 
frequent and sudden attacks of the tribes of the Five 
Nations, they were under the necessity of keeping a 
constant look out, to pr^event sudden surprise and de- 
structioh. The wary Silver Kettle having in this in^ 
stance attacked the island at a point which they had 
least expected, ^secured his complete success. 

Terror, like contagion, spreads widely, if not 
promptly arrested. The advanced party discoyer- 
mg, by th« extent of the spreading blaze, the ama- 
. zing number of the assailants,'fied with precipitation 
from what they considered the prelude to their total 
extermination, to secure themselves at least the chance 
of a few more hours of life. Their fears multiplied 
their dangers, and rushing with increased speed into 
the town, they raised the general fear of soldiers and 
of citizens, by the account of thousands of Indiana 
marching forward to sack and to destroy the town. 
General orders were now issued for placing the garri- 
son in the best possible state of defence. The women 
and children, together with the aged and infirm, were 
directed to seek refuge in the castle, and thus in a short 
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time every soldier, and erery cUizeil capable of bear- 
ing arms, were placed in battle array and fearfully 
awaiting the assault of an enemy that seldom if ever 
gave quarters. 

Several hours elapsed ere the resident Indians re- 
turned with the tidings of the dreadful massacre of 
the settlers at the Plantations, and of the departure 
of the invaders for the main. This intelligence was 
productive of the mingled emotions of sorrow and of 
joy ; the first, for the loss of the lives and property of 
the industrious planters, many of whom were allied 
by friendship or by marriage, and the latter, for their 
escape from tbe horrid consciences of a war in 
which, if they were to succeed in repulsing their en- 
emy, it must be at the expense oi many valuable 
lives, of which they had none to spare. 

Under these circumstances it is easy to explain the 
reason why our young friends remained so long unin- 
terrupted on the bank of the river, for there were none 
cUiring enough to venture bevond a full chance of re- 
treat, well Imowing the skulking habits of Indians. — 
They therefore made cautious approaches, particularly 
in woodlands, as every shrub, and the trunk of every 
tree, afforded a hiding-place for these insidious foes. 

Prince Garangula and his delicate charge, had pro» 
ceeded some distance on their wa^r to the garrison at 
Montreal, without having met a single individual on 
the road ; nor was their joumeY interrupted by much 
conversation. Adelaide, yielding to an irresistible 
despondency, moved onward as one impelled by a 

Eower without, rather than by any effort of her own, 
er whole soul was absorbed bv a variety of conflict- 
ing, feelings which disqualified her for the task of sup- 
porting conversation. Her mind was engaged in re- 
verting to times past, and arriving to those present, 
was advancing in rapid succession to the future. The 
young Mohawk had no thoughts but to do his duty, 
and to redeem his pledge, with his friend and com- 
panion. Like the rest of his race, naturally taciturn, 
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he thought much, made use of few words, but thoM 
few were generally to th^ purpose. He kept near 
enough ta prevent Adelaide from surprise or accident, 
but still at such distance as to prove to her how high- 
ly he respected her situation. 

Peibaps there are no people upon earth, who have 
more delicate ears than the Indians. The sound of 
the most distant footfall, appears to strike their ear 
long before the object which causes it becomes visible. 
Approaching nearer to Adelaide, the prince said-- 
'* There is an army approaching ;" and placing his 
ear on the earth to listen, he observed, rismg — ** they 
come from the north, and are not very numerous; 
they are not Indians, for their tread is too heavy."— 
Kow again did she seem to awake to a full sense of 
the danger of this faithful youth, whose life was thus 
hazarded for her sake alone ; and dressed as he was 
in the full costume of a young Mohawk chiei^ he 
would be immediately recognised as an enemy, and 
unless she could advance forward and explain to the 
commanding officer of the detachment, that he was 
her protector and not her enemy, he must inevitably 
fall a victim to the ungovernable rage of the citizens, 
many of whom had los.t either a relative or a friend 
at La Chine. 

She therefore entreated him to avail himself of .the 

E resent favorable moment for adopting the custom of 
is nation, and- to secrete himself in the thicket until 
she could secure for him a favorable reception, from the 
officers of the detachment, if such it should prove to be. 
" Your advice is good,'' said the fearless youth, 
** but if I yield to it now, it will be the beginninpf of 
cowardice; and the heart that yields oace to ^ar, 
may yield again and again, until there remains no 
true courage in it." 

" I do not Urge it from a principle of fear in you, 
noble youth," said Adelaide, '* but from a principle of 
prudence ; for, should I not succeed in obtaining for 
you the protection c^ my friends, how shall I-r^if ever 
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Providence should favor me with another interview 
with my dear deliverer — how shall I answer to him 
for your loss ?" • 

" Well, then," said the subdued youth, " let it be 
fairly understood, that it was not the fear of facing an 
toemy — it was not the fear of death — that caused the 
son of Silver Kettle to hide himself in the thicket ; 
but that it was the love for his friend' and the sweet 
persuasion of a lov&ly being, who thinks bis life worth 
preserving, that he thus reluctantly hides from his en« 
emy ;" and thus saying, he was quickly out of sight, 
while the amazed and haif-terrified Adelaide could 
scarce persuade herself' that she was awake, but 
rather tnat she was awaking from a dream in which 
the phantom had disappeared the moment her eyes 
were opened. 

The noise of the advancing soldiery became now 
so distinct, and the sound of voiced so audible, as to 
leave no room for doubt, that they were from the gar- 
rison at Montreal. Agitated between the hopes and 
the fears consequent upon her incertitude, as to the 
fate of her parents, and tremblingly alive to the situ- 
ation of her faithful Mohawk, she began again to 
Sleld to despondency. Clouds of dust now assured 
er of the vicinity of the advancing party. She look- 
ed intently toward the thicket, into vvhich her pro- 
tector had plunged. But she saw no traces of him, 
and seating herself by the side of the road, she im- 
patiently awaited the arrival of the detachment. ^ 

It is impossible to describe the surprise, the joy, the 
sorrow, that so rapidly succeeded each other, when in 
the advancing detachment Adelaide first discovered 
her venerable imcie. Monsieur De la Ville. With a 

riek which reached the ready ear of the recumbent 

ohawk, she rushed into the arms of her weeping 
relative, and . sunk upon the earth in a swoon. The 
too feeling Prince, alarmed at the shriek, sprang from 
the thicket, and the next minute was in front of the 
whole line. *' A Mohawk ! a Mohawk !" was echoed 

12 
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from man to man, and without waiting for orders^ 
twenty bullets were discharged in rapid succession at 
this terrific individual, but he had disappeared ; and 
the whole company were thrown into the utmost coa- 
stemation, fearing an ambuscade, and that the tragedy 
W La Chine, was to be reacted, on the road to Mqdt 
treaL 

The report of the volley of musketry recalled the 
swooning Adelaide to consciousness, and while the 
alarmed Frenchmen were reloading their guns, she 
demanded of her uncle the cause of the volley which 
had been fired. **' It was at a daring Mohawk," said 

he. " O heavens !" exclaimed she, " you have 

killed my protector." She could say no more— the 

Eower of utterance was denied her— the livid color of 
er la •3 ruby lips indicated the severe struggles of the 
vital energy to restore an almost exhausted excitabil- 
ity. The kind De la Ville supporting his insensible 
Uiece, had yet the presence of mind to command a 
cessation of their nre, and ordered a cautious and 
rigid search to be made, not only for the body of the 
Mohawk, who he was certain must have been killed, 
but to obtain the assurance that there were no lurk- 
ing enemies in the bushes. 

' Caution to men who were accustomed to the fre- 
quent assaults of invisible enemies, was in fact un- 
necessary to the Frenqh soldiers. They obeyed the 
command, not because they were desirous of risking 
their lives, by searching for an invisible foe, but be- 
cause they were in strict subordination to their ofi&cers, 
and on the present occasion the appearance' of a sin- 
gle Mohawk struck sueh terror into their heart?, that, 
m advancing to the thicket, they marched more like 
men treading upon rattlesnakes at every step, than 
as the soldiers of a regular army. The rustling of a 
leaf, the descent of a detached acorn from its parent- 
branch, produced a trepidation in every heart, and 
although strictly commanded not to fire, again and 
again were their muskets presented and withdrawn, 
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It every 'wavering of the elastic foliage' of the shruh- 
beiy. They had penetrated the thicket to a depth 
and breadth within the limits of prudence, but no Mo- 
hawk, nor vestiges of a Mohawk, either living or 
dead, was to be seen. The marks pf their bullets 
were visible on the lacerated barks of the shrubbery, 
and their several limbs were strewed upon the spot 
on which their enemy had appeared ; but there was 
neither flesh, nor blood, nor bones, to be found ; and 
it was concluded that it must have been the ghost of 
a Mohawk, which had vanished at the report of their 
muskets, with which conclusion they returned to the 
main body of the detachment, to whom they com- 
muuicated their suspicion. 

Nature having once more triumphed over the de- 
bilitating passions which had so frequently assailed 
their devoted victim, the recovering Adelaide be- 
sought her.unde to afford the protection of the detach- 
ment to her friendly Mohawk, if alive, which being 
solemnly promised, she next inquired as to the fate 
of her parents. M. De la Ville informed his niece 
t{xat himself and wife had escaped the massacre by 
having been summoned to Montreal the morning pre- 
vious to the fatal catastrophe ; that with respect to 
her parents he could give her no account ; but that if 
she was certain, from having examined attentively 
the bodiies of the slain, that they were not atnong 
these, there was yet a ray of hope that they naightbe 
among the numbers that were carried away prisoners ; 
in which event, however, it would be necessary for 
the government to send expresses to demand their 
ransom or exchange, before the Indians could put in 
execution their customary cruelties. 

Adelaide then informed him of the departure of her 
deliverer for that purpose, which led to a detailed ac- 
count of the noble conduct of Conrade and his young 
friend, that moved the good old man to tears; and 
having received the promise of protection from the 
officers for the young Mohawk, it heslioxxVdXi^NiNYGL'^^ 
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it was decided that M. De la Ville and his niece, 
trith a sergeant's guard, should return to town, while 
the remainder of the detachment should pursue their 
march to the settlement, for the purpose of interring 
the dead, and for ascertaining, if possible, the extent 
of the injury which the government had sustained in 
the loss of iives and of property at La Chine. The 
main detachment took iip their line of march toward 
the sejttlement, leaving the Intendent with a guard to 
escort him and his niece tb Montreal. Adelaide could 
not he prevailed on to abandon, for the present, a far- 
ther search for her generous protector, and entreating 
her uncle tonremain with the soldiers, she repaired to 
the thicket which had first secreted from her view 
the brave prince of the Mohawks; she was about to 
penetrate its dense foliage, when the well-known voice 
of her protector, issuing from the summit of a stupen- 
dous oak-tree, arrested her attention, and caused her 
to rejoice at his discovery. 

" Are you unhurt, brave Garangula ?" asked the 
agitated fair one. 

*^ The Great Spirit has kept me safe," replied the 
DOW visible ypUth, who had, by extending his body 
along one of the large horizontal branches of the tree, 
rendered it extremely difficult, if not altogether im- 
possible, to perceive that there was anything more 
than the tree itself wkh its branches ; and being thick- 
ly strewed with leaves, a discovery was yet more 
difficult 

She informed him that he might now descend in 
safety, as she had secured for him the friendship and 
protection of her uncle, who was one of the sachems 
of her nation. He was soon in the presence of that 
uncle, and was cordially embraced by him as the friend 
and protector of his niece. The soldiers, who are gen- 
erally superstitious, were anxious to learn by what 
miracle he had escaped their well-aimed bullets, and 
On Adelaide's communicating to him their wishes, ]^ 
told her that the Indians relied upon three things/^ 
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preserratioiit— the cunning of the fox, in obsenr- 
ne intention of an eneniy — the wisdom of the ter- 
, in avoiding that intention, by an instantaneous 
drawal of all his vulnerable parts within his im- 
lable shell, or castle, on the least approach of dan- 
-and lastly, the cunning, the wisdom, and the a^il- 
' thesquirrel, who evades his pursuer by attainmg 
pposite side of a tree, by which he is thus invisi- 
and by improving the advantage thus gained, 
!rves himself unhurt amid impending dangers, 
y hen," continued he, " I heard the shriek of this 
ess sufferer, I lost my balance fbr a moment, and 
sed my life, without the possibility of saying 
if you had been her enemies ; but I as quickly 
'ered it. When I saw by the leveling of your 
that you were my enemies, and her friends, I 
ntly dropped to the ground ; you as instantly fired, 
enveloped in the smoke of your priming, you 
I not distinguish my movements : I gained the 
on which I found safety from concealment, 
le you were raking the leaves beneath, in your 
h, I was triumphing in the arts of my nation 
B yours." 

lis native and^ perfectly aboriginal description of 
;unning, excited the admiration of the party, 
now more than ever considered the Mohawks as 
intemptible enemy. The uncle, as the niece had 
ously done, concluded that these, too, were the 
ren of the Julost High ! and turning, their faces 
rd the north, they commenced their march for 
Teal, wher« they safely arrived; where the al- 
exhausted Adelaide, in the caresses and condb- 
of her fond aunt, found an opportunity for re- 
ig the rapid waste which the events of the day 
nade upon her delicate and yielding constitution, 
vhere tne young Mohawk, as the protector of 
iece, met with the most cordial and welcome 
tipn, and an accommodation entirely new to this 
of the American forest. 

12* 
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CHAPTER Xni. 



The chamber appropriated to the young Mo 
chief was one formerly occupied by the son c 
good old M. De la Ville, who was then in F] 
for the completion of his education.. Beside a 
furnished camp-bed, with curtains and other fijs 
tiiere were suspended on the wall a large pier- 
and portraits of the family, large as life ; and 
in order to preserve them from dust, were, durir 
absence of young De la Ville, covered with fine 
canvass. Into this chamber was the young 
ushered by the valet, who by his gestures exp 
to him that on that bed before him he was to i 
his wearied limbs for the night, and with a polii 
natural to the lowest orders of his nation, trimmi 
light, n>ade his low bow, and, no doubt with the 
of surprising the strange, guest, who was employ 
examming the nature of the substance on whi( 
was to repose, gently drew aside the curtains 
concealed the suspended furniture of the cha: 
and, closing the door thereof, disappeared. 

Garangma, pressing his hand upon the yi( 
feathers of the bed, which, the more ne pressed i 
the farther they receded, exclaimed : " And is 
sack of goose-feathers to be the bed of a prince < 
hardv tribe of the Bear ? O, no ! It is htted t 
less nardy sons of the tribes of yonondip. The 
which brought forth my nation, and which nouri 
them all, deserves at least that we should eviuc 
gratitude by thus fondly embracing her as ou 
rent;" but as he was turning round to prostrate 
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self on the floor, his eye caught the seeming gaze of 
several faces whose eyes were directed toward him, 
with a more than common interest He looked for a 
moment, expecting them either to spea^ or to move ; 
when finding they did neither, he approached the 
nearest, and ascertained that they were no more than 
representations of persons. On returning to the spot 
of his destined repose, he caught a glimpse of himself 
in the glass, and could not help exclaiming : ** This 
is atrange, that these Frenchmen can make a flat man 
appear like a round man ; it is indeed a cunning na- 
tion, and almost equal to the Five Nations, who sur- 
Sass all others." And now, extending himself on the 
oor, he was soon insensible to all the exterior objects 
around him. 

Adelaide and her i^ectionate relatives, were long 
engaged in discoursing on the horrors of the past day ; 
jind to their inquiry, as by what miracle she escaped, 
she replied that herroont, which fronted the garden 
north of the building, was on the lower story ; that 
she was awaked from a sound sleep by the frightful 
yell of savages, and the first sight that presented itself 
to her distracted view, Was the reflection of a great 
blaze of light on the surrounding trees of the garden ; 
when, suddenly rising from her bed, she discovered 
that tLe plantation-houses were enveloped in flames, 
and by their light could distinguish the persons of in- 
niimerabie Indians, who were in the act of murdering 
the unresisting inhabitants. Terrified at the. awfiu 
sight, her first thoughts were to escape if possible over 
the gsurden pallisades, before these midnight assassins 
could reach their dwelling ; for which purpose she 
hastily dressed herself, and ran to the door of her pa- 
rents' chamber, to consult with and to claim their 
protection. But alas ! the savages had efiected an 
entrance, and had applied the buming brands to 
the combustible materials of the house. She heard 
their voices, but did not understand them. In this 
dreadful situation, she called aloud to her parents and 
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ble, BIT 4a:azktxr — §j qmddw ami 
t^ llacket. or we are ^ aadoBC* ** I wuald bave 
Todsed iDUi the dnmber, to hare iknvd tkck frte, 
but ti^e 4oor was £ist cb i^ iaside. I bow fcr the 
last lime keard tbe xoice of boitb bit paicBis altered 
witk fearer * Fir, Adekide, ir ! Ilie Bie alcs an 
appraaehia^ the 43oor.^ At that BKflBCBt I apppeared 
to poGKSB a degree of streDStii alaiest sapenataial ; 
I epnai^ from tke rhMmher-doar of mj paicBis to the 
wiadow of mj apaitmeot, wheace I leaped into 
the gardea, aod recoUectiBg a decayed spot ia the 
fence, I forced mTseif throegh, and aunost tenified to 
death, I fK>aght refuge in a thick oc^ise of duubbeiy 
eoDti^ons to the garden. 

*^ And here I was the mooinfai witness of a scene 
which defies description. Our dwelling enveloped in 
flames, the curling smoke of which, with many others, 
ascending in increasing columns toward the heavens; 
the cries, the shrieks, and groans of men, women, and 
ehildren, and the appalling shoats of the savages, 
were sickening to my sooL Soon, howerer, I was 
driven from my refuge, for the hawk-eyed savages 
had discovered my retreat. One, in whose counte- 
nance was portrayed aU the marks of cruelty, was 
&st approaching me ! I fled, I knew not whither, 
hut hy the guidance of a merciful Providence, I fled 
to unexpected preservation !" Here the lovely sufferer 
related to her sobbing and attentive relatives the par- 
ticulars of her rescue, which have been already no- 
ticed in the foregoing chapters. And in giving them 
a picture of the youns heretic, it was evident that 
there was no saint in the Roman kalends that could 
hoast so great a share of her grateful heart, when in 
the performance of her matins and vespers as did the 
brave, the noble Conrade. Nor was she deficient in 
her praises of the young Mohawk, whose fidelity to 
his friend, and philanthropy to herself, were beyond 
her power to sufliciently appreciate. 
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Here the pious aunt expressed a hope, that the 
young Mohawk, having been providentially thrown 
amon^ them as an inmate, might, by the fatherly in- 
struction of the resident priest, and the persuasions of 
the Indians of Loretto, a party of converted Mohawks, 
be brought within the pales of the Only true and in- 
fallible church. This suggestion of her good aunt, 
and for which the considerate niece allowed her the 
credit of sincerity, she nevertheless opposed with a 
heavy sigh. Her deliverer stood pledged to the Five 
Nations for her forthcoming as a prisoner, when de- 
manded, as also did the young Mohawk. And in re- 
turn for his unexampled confidence in her nation, by 
trusting her on her parole of honor, and deputing his 
faithful ally t6 be her protector, for the purpose of ob- 
taining information of her parents, she was bound, not 
only to obtain immediate protection and passports to 
his nation for himself, but also having failed of the 
hoped-for intelligence, to accompany him to Ononda^o, 
that she might redeem the pledge of her brave deliv- 
erer and surety, by surrendering herself a prisoner. 

Without entering into a minutje detail of the argu- 
ments used by the aifectionate uncle and aunt to di- 
vert Adelaide from the extreme fatigues and hazard 
of such a journey, and her judicious reasonings in su]^ 
port of her determination, I shall brieflv state, that it 
was at length agreed that an embassy should be with* 
out delay delegated to treat of a cessation of hostili- 
ties, an exchange of prisoners, and the ratification of 
a permanent peace ; with which conclusion, this ami- 
able familv separated for the night, with an inter- 
change of hearty benedictions. 

Early on the morning of the^ following day, M. De 
la Yille waited on the governor, and having commu- 
nicated to him the particulars already detailed, it 
was considered expedient to call an extra assembly 
for the purpose of forwarding an embassy to the Five 
Nations without delay, to redeem if possible, the un- 
fortunate French, who had been carried «l^«.^ ^^^jr* 
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liTM froDi La Chine. ' Suspicions,^ howertT^ arose on 
the first riew of the aaBemhif, whxh suggested anoth- 
er measore, as of the utmost importance to their foraie 
tafetjr. Might not this fonng Mohawk, -who was the 
son and heir of the chief king of the Fire Nations, 
hare been thus designedlr introduced to Montreal by 
the artful policy of the Silyer Kettle, and under the 
semblance of lleinff the protector of Adelaide, be in 
fiict a spr thus artiuUy introduced with a yiew to as^ 
certain tne exact state of the garrison, and its most 
assailable points. And did not the situation of the 
^rrison, under existing prospects, render it an impe- 
rious duty of the assemoly, previous to every other 
step, to secure this young Mohawk, as a prisofaer and 
a hostage ? These questions were agitated and dis- 
cussed with great ability, and M. De la Ville's man- 
sion was suddenly invested by the guards, and a de- 
mand of the surrender of the young Mohawk was 
made in the name of the assembly, by the command- 
ing officer of the day. 

it was in vain that the weeping expostulations of 
the fair Adelaide were ofiered, in opposition to the 
determination of the assembly; and it was tonopui^ 
pose that she, together with ner venerable relatives, 
proposed to be held responsible for the safekeeping 
under their own eye, of this dreaded young Mohawk. 
They were conapelled to surrender him to the author- 
ity of the act of the assembly ; and when he learned 
the nature of his arrest, he nobly submitted to be 
blindfolded hy the officer, observing at the same time, 
that he admired their policy in treating him, whose 
motives for visiting Montreal were honorable, in the 
same manner they would treat an enemy. 

To Adelaide he observed : " Dry your tears, unhap- 
py young woman ! Fdr your sake, and for Taracha- 
wagon's, the son of the Mohawk chief will be blind- 
folded, and led in chains, even to death, rather than 
betray the trust reposed in hira. Your nation know, 
too well I the yalue oi m>| \i^^ since so many of their 
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coUDttynifin toe now our prisoners; and to do me 
Ipreater violence will be to deprive these prisoners of 
even the hope of ddiverance. ' 
* He then calmly and silently accompanied his guards 
to the castle where he was confined to a solitary ward, 
from which he had but one possible view, the win- 
dows being so contrived as to admit their light only 
from the sky ; all views below that, being entirely 
cut off by the interposing timbers of< which the castle 
was formed. 

The assembly, in the meanwhile, were deliberating 
pa the plan for expediting the contemplated embassy 
W the Five Nations, and had. determined on retaining 
the young Mohawk as a hostage, until the council (x 
the Five Nations should concede to an exchange of 
prisoners and to a treaty of peace. But M. De la 
Ville, aware of the violent tempers of the Indians, 
«nd fearful that a detention of their young prince as 
a hostage, .who had not been taken in battle, but 
through whose nobleness of soul had risked, not only 
the displeasure of his father and king, but also his 
personal security among them, as the guardian and 
protector of an unfortunate and despairing female, in 
quest of her family whose fates were yet unknown — 
tiuit to detain this generous youth as a hostage, under 
such circumstances, could not fail of producing con- 
sequences the most trying, if not fatal to the unfortu- 
nate prisoners of the Five Nations. He therefore 
urged the immediate determination of the assembly 
to such measures as were calculated to evince the 
sincerity of its members in their propositions for a 
peace, and a mutual exchange of prisoners on both 
sides. The most likely means, he concluded, for sat- 
isfying this jealous and vindictive people, would be 
by permitting the return of the heir-apparent of the 
kmgdom, free, as. when he voluntarily entered the 
town, not the enemy, ^ut the friend of a French sub- 
ject. He should also join the embassy, as a herald 
of peace and friendship, in company with theii ^t\Sf> 
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ooer, and his distressed niece, for whose appearance 
this magnanimous enemy stood bound to his natioD. 
The assembly, in consideration of the seryices of 
M. De la Yille, and the doubtful fate of his near rel- 
atives, togeUier with the distressed situation of his 
niece, resolved unanimously that the embassy should 
consist of himself and M. Conrey of the assembly, 
and of the converted Mohawks, a- detachment of 
twenty men, headed by their priest, the devout Padre 
Pelot. 

The terms proposed by the governor and assembly 
of Montreal to the great sachem of the Five Nations, 
were. 1st, a cessation of hostilities for six months ; 2d, 
a reciprocal change of prisoners ; and 3d, the appoint- 
m^t oi delegates to convene at Ohambly, lor the 
purpose of establishing a general peace, by burying 
the hatchet on both sides, and by planting and water- 
ing a tree, as an emblem of their treaty of peace, and 
to form a covenant chain that should reach from Que- 
bec to the waters of the ocean. 

By the morning of the 2Sth of July, the members 
of the embassy were prepared for their important mis- 
sion to the chiefs of the Five Nations, and Adelaide 
had the agreeable pleasure of beholding once more, 
unshackled and free, the youthful companion of her 
journey. M. De la Yille was appointed the calumet 
hearer,* which circumstance was observed to give 
great satisfaction to the young Mohawk, and was ex- 
ceedingly flattering to his niece, who had a presenti- 
ment that under his judicious and pacific disposition, 
the objects oi this embassy would prove more success* 
ful than even the most sanguine diplomatist could an- 
ticipate. 
% ten o'clock the ambassador and his retinae were 

* The calumet is & large smoking-pipe made of marble, moet eom- 
monlj of a dark red, well polished, shaped somewhat in the form of a 
liatchet, and adorned with large feathers of several colors. It is used 
jin all the Indian Treaties with strangers, and as a flag of truce between 
contendiog parties, which all the Indians think it a high crime to vio* 
l*t0. Coldftik'aHiat. Five Nations 
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al embarked to cross the east branch of Cadaracqoi 
iVer, on their way to Chambly, a French garrison 
n the Champhiin river, from which place they were 
o proceed up that river, and across Lake Champlain 
;o the Mohawks' country; whence a runner was to 
>e despatched to apprize the nation of the approach 
)f the French ambassador and his suite, in company 
nrith the young prince of the Mohawks. 

In half an hour after their embarkation, M. De la 
Ville and Adelude, bavins received the hearty ben- 
fdiction of Madame De ui Ville, together with the 
tiest wishes of the inhabitants generally, got under 
weigh, amid the cheers and the teats of the promis- 
cuous crowds, who had assembled at the landing^ to 
witness the departure of this novel and iaterestmg 
deputation to the Indians of the Five Nations. 

Shortly after their departure, the detachment who 
had marched to La Chme, as noticed in the prece- 
ding chapter, arrived in town with the melancholv in- 
telligence of their having interred nearlv one thou- 
sand bodies, which they had found deacf in various 
Mirts of the plantations, the hedges, and the ruins. 
The commanding officer had received from one of the 
soldiers, who had found it near the bank of the river, 
a green morocco memorandum-book, on a leaf of 
which was written in letters scarcely legible, and by 
a hand which evidently trembled while it wrote — 
" We are prisoners of the savages. Pray for us." — 
On the outside of the book was printed in gilt letters, 
"La Chevalier Dubourgh." The governor, on re- 
ceiving this book, with tears of joy presented it to 
Madame De la Ville, who immediately on seeing it, 
recognised it to be the property of her brother ; and 
when she read the'pencilled note within, it is impos- 
sible to conceive her 1oy» in hems thus assured that 
her darling Adelaide nad now a fair prospect of meet- 
ing once more her justly beloved parents. ^ 

13 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



** FtrewflU to the land wHere the etoods Ion to rest, 
Like the ahroiid of the dead oh the mountain'a uold bveaet ; 
To (he cataract's roar — where the eag^les replVf 
And the lake her lone boaom ezpanda to the wkyJ* 



If Adelaide Dubourgh had not been irresistibly in 
pressed with a presentiment that her loved paren 
were yet living, were among those more fortunate ir 
dividuals who had escaped the fatal ballet and ll 
saya^e tomahawk, and that she should yet once moi 
behold them, and once more to be locked in their fon 
embrace, there was yet another sentiment, eqaal) 
irresistible, that had, unknown to her at them omen 
and in the midst of her sorrows, found its way to h( 
almost bunting heart. Conrade, the noble, brav 
and generous Conrade, the preserver of her life, w{ 
now at the hazard of his own, winding his solitai 
way through pathless forests, over mountainous pn 
cipices, and dangerous morasses, in every step < 
which he was exposed to the insidious attacks or th 
wild bear, the wolf, or the panther, or the equall 
fatal tomahawk of the concealed savage, for the sol 
purpose of rescuing from a cruel death the few ind 
Tiduals of her nation who had been carried awa 
prisoners, and of conveying to her parents if livin 
the joyful intelligence of her preservation. 

Addaide, on her first acquaintance with Conrad< 
under circumstances so peculiarly trying to her youi^ 
Mud inexperienced heart, beheld in. him a brave an 
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noble deliverer; but -when her supplicating look was 
directed to him, and when she discovered tnat he was 
not ah Indian, and that his expressive countenance, 
with eyes glistening with tears^ beamed on her a look 
of the most refined feelinss of benevolence and sym- 
pathy, she treasured in tne secrecy of her sensitive 
heart that fatal look. 

Certainly man never appears to women under so 
interestiog an aspect as that of her protector. Even 
the roughest form and manners do not repel the most 
delicate woman when associated with this idea; but 
when it is accompanied by a form whose beauty and 
tenderness, like Conrade's, "are almost feminine, tbe 
contrast of such qualities augment their value, ana 
one feels for such an object almost all that could be 
inspired by. botb-sezes in each other.*' Such a senti- 
ment indeed pervaded the breast of Adelaide, and 
the hope of again meeting with three objects dearer 
to her than all the world beside, enabled her to 
sustain the trials of leaving l}ehind the home of her 
early youth with which was associated every idea 
that rendered the home of childhood inseparable from 
the heart. 

The eipbassy was but a short time in crossing the 
Cadaracqui, and but kw minutes employed in their 
debarkation. The horses were equipped, and Adelaide 
having been adjusted on the only pacing nag which 
the town of Montreal afforded, her uncle on her right, 
and M. Conrey on her left, the signal for marching 
was given and obeyed. Ten Mohawk converts, 
known as the Indians of Loretto, marched in front 
as pioneers. Next, the austere priest. Father Pelot, at 
whose side marched in silent dignity the young Mo- 
hawk prince. Then followed M. -De la Ville, Ade- 
laide and Conrey. Ten more of the Mohawk con- 
verts followed, as a rear-guard, and ^ the valets who 
were to return the horses to Montreal, on the. arrival 
of the embassy at Chambly, completed this interest* 
ing cavalcade. 
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For some time after leaving the bank of the riyei^ 
the most profound silence prevailed with every mem* 
ber of the cavalcade, each of whom was engaged in 
contemplating subjects that were connected with his 
individual condition. Their thoughts were, some 
prospective, others retrospective, while there were 
others again who were thmking of the present, par- 
ticularly the priest, who felt an unusual desire of add- 
ing to tne converted Indians the prince and heir-ap- 
parent to the kingdom of the Five Nations. Added 
to his own desires were those of Madame De la Ville} 
who had, during her last ccmfession, urged the im- 
portance of attaching to their church and interests, 
this noble and heroic youth. 

Although the subtle priest used every argument 
that he considered most likely to arrest tne attention 
of the yo]ang Mohawk, and adverted to the happy 
change which he could not fail to have observed in 
tht lives and conduct of his former associates, the In- 
dians of Loretto, he could obtain Ho satlsifactory evi- 
dences in the youth which might encourage him to 
hope that '^ his labor had not been in vain." On the 
contrary, there was strong evidence, if not of abso- 
lute indifiference, yet of that repulsive coldness, that, 
to any other person than Father Pelot, would have 
been productive of hopelessness. But no way 
discouraged, this zealous advocate for the true faith, 
' which he believed could not be obtained in any church 
but the one to which he was attached, resolved on re- 
newing his importunity. Afler allowing his ^lent 
companion an opportunity of reflecting upon what he 
had already advanced, and having observed the 
eager willingness with which he listened to Adelaide, 
he determined on enlisting her influence in support of 
his weighty arffumente with this young and haughty 
infidel. He therefore, after recommending to him 
the propnety of meditating upon his discourse, joined 
M. De la Ville and his neice, and in the French lan- 
guage imparted to them bia dedgiv of enga^g Ade- 



OR THE EAGLE OF THE M0HAWX8. 149 

laide to aid him in the conversioD of the vouQg Mo- 
hawk, assuring her at the same time that it was 
the earnest desire of her venerable and pious aunt, 
that she should exert all her influence toward effect- 
ing so noble and so desirable an end. 

Adelaide assured the pious father that his desire, 
alone, would have been sufficient to influence her in 
usioff every reasonable exertion to bring this amiable 
youth into their communion ; and now that it was 
coupled with the desire of her esteemed relative, and 
was indeed the wish of her own heart, she should 
most cheerfully consent to do all that her prayers and 
entreaties could do toward it. In truth, next to Con- 
rade, she would rejoice more for the conversion of 
the prince than for the whole thousands of the Five 
Nations independent of these ; and though she expe- 
rienced several times the internal whisperings of her 
invisible monitor — " Is he not the G-od of the Men- 
nonites also— and of the Indians, and of all mankind ?" 
— ^yet such was the force of early habit, and, of a pre- 
judice strengthened by the rigid and uncharitable 
sophistry of the priests of her denomination, she 
closedj as it were, the ears of her heart against these 
roiritual and holy monitors, and forced herself to con- 
clude that both her- deliverer and her protector, out 
(^ the4)ales of her church, were the abhorred of the 
Deity. 

Soon fts the mid-day repast was over, and the party 
had prepared to resume their journey, Adelaide dir 
reeling her valet to lead her palfrey, joined herself to 
the company of the priest and his hopeful Mohawk. 

" Vous ettsfort obUgeant monfiHe^^^ said the' over- 
joyed Jesuit to her, and turning to the youth said; 
*< See, my son^ the lady Adelaide has kmdly under^ 
taken to join her entreaties to mine that you should 
renounce your heathen customs, and be admitted into 
the pale of mother church, 0K\i of which you cannot 
possibly >enter into the realms of the beatified in the 
next world*" 

13* 
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" The lady Adelaide is rery gpod," replied the 
young chief " and may command me, and I shall be 
obedient to her commands as far as my persmial ex- 
ertions can be of use to her ; bat what benefit can I 
derive from an outward show of renouncing that to 
which myN heart remains firmly attached— the religion 
of the pious Conrade ? You tell me that a change of 
heart is necessary to my happy acceptance in the other 
World r but I cannot change my own heart ; that must 
be done by the Great Spirit that made me." 

" But," rejoined the priest, hastily, " you must use 
the means of grace appointed by that Great Spirit, 
by first entering into the visible church, and partaking 
with its members those sacraments that are the evr<' 
dences of your conversion to the true faith." - 

" I acknowledge," said the youth, with a kind of 
sarcastic «mile, " that I cannot properly discern the 
least possible advantage to result from theseoutward 
forms and ceremonies, unless the heart is first chang- 
ed ; or until I can be thoroughly convinced that your 
religion is preferable to my own, independent of that 
change of heart which is necessary to our admittance 
into the joys of the heaven you speak of." 

"Noble youth," said Adelaide, "you cannot bat 
be fully sensible that the religfion we would persuade 
you to embrace in exchange lor that which you now 
profess, is one eminently calculated to makie us bet* 
ter in the present world than we are by nature, and to 
fit us for the inconceivable joys that are promised in 
the world to come, to all such as shall, by a patient 
continuance in well-doins, merit the exultmg pleasure 
of being made welcome heirs of eternal joy and feli- 
city, as a reward for their ^aith and good works in 
this world." 

" Lady," said the obdurate Mohawk, " against the 
religion of which you speak, I do not feel disposed to 
raise one single or solitary objection ; because I am 
not capable of judging between the three which have 
come under my youthful observation. But if I am 
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to judge of the fruits of the three religious upon the 
liyes and conduct of the iDdividuals of each, I must 
confess in &vor of that which has influenced my 
friend Tarachawagon, whose goodness of heart to his 
friends, and whose love to his enemies, and compas- 
sion even to the brute creation, are at once the strong- 
est proofs of his being among the very best of men.** 

Adelaide did not expect this thundering reproof 
from the young Mohawk, although her heart assented 
to every item of the trutlTs advanced in favor of her 
deliverer. She certainly believed him to be one of the 
special favorites of Heaven, and an heir of the prom- 
ised glory, although he was of the Protestant heretical 
faith, according to the dogmas of the Romish church* 
She was perfjlexed, and knew not what reply to 
make to the triumphant speech of the young prince ; 
and the priest observing her confusion, demanded of 
the Mohawk who this Tarachawagon. was, of which 
he boasted him to possess so much goodness of heart, 
and of what religion was he ? 

" Holy father," said the abashed Adelaide, " he is 
the noble youth, who rescued me, and saved my life 
on the fatal morning of the massacre. He is an ally 
of the Five Nations, and a member of the Protestant 
Calvanistic church." 

" He is,*' vociferated the ungovemable priest, " a 
heretic, and by his alliance with the Five Nations, a 
worse than infidel," but suddenly recollecting that 
they were in alliance, also, with many of the Indians 
that were hostile to the Five Nations, he lowered his 
voice, and concluded by saying in Indian, and evi- 
dently intend his remark for the ear of Adelaide alone, 
((Pevils are permitted the liberty of transforming 
themselves, sometimes, into angels of light — and 
probably Tarachawagon was one of these." 

Hurt at the ungenerous, if not unchristian expres* 
sions of the bigoted priest, Adelaide was about to re* 
ply but was prevented by the prince^ whose indig- 
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nation aeainst the Jesuit was kindled to its extreme} 
as the following sarcastic speech fully evinces: — 

" Father, you have for^tten that you boasted a 
religion founded on the principles of universal benev- 
olence : and yet denounce my friend as a heretic be» 
cause he belongs not to your church ? And you have 
forgotten that while you condemn him for worse than 
an mfidel, because he is the friend and ally of the lor 
diansof the Five I^ations, that you and your nation 
are the allies of all the Indians which surround Que- 
bec and Montreal ! If you then are not worse than 
infidels yourselves in being thus allied to the heathen, 
how can you justly: condemn Tanichawagon and his 
good nation as being so ? Fatner, I perceive that 
every nation. is attached to their own principles, and 
condemn those whose principles dififer from theirs* 
The Great Spirit alone knows who. are heretics ,and 
who are in&dels, and it is not for the nation of Yon- 
ondis to judge. But if ihey will be so rash as to 
judge, the Indians of the Five Nations woh't value 
their judgment equal to the skin of a beaver." 

The rage and confusion of the priest at being thus 
shamefully defeated by an unlettered savage, was so 
visible, that the considerate M. De la Viile thought it 
necessary to call his'attention for the present to some 
other subject; and for this purpose he requested Con- 
rey to invite the enraged father to a confidential dis- 
cussion on the future designs of their mission, and tc 
which invitation the crest-fallen priest readily ac- 
ceded ; leaving Adelaide and the young sauce-box, 
as he now styled him, to finish the argument to theii 
own liking. 

Adelaide, more and more convinced that the con- 
duct of her nation toward these-^oppressed natives 
could not be iustified by the rigid rules of her religion, 
and still further convinced that when their actions 
were brought to the test of their profession, they must 
shrink from the examination, was lost in deep and 
profound thought, until aroused by the inuendoes oi 
riEie young Mohawk. 
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" Lady," said he, " your priest is very forgetful — 
even more so than the Indians, who have no hook hut 
their memory. While ago hB talked of a change of 
heart from had to good, as an evidence of the superi- 
ority of his religion ahove that of ours. And now I 
find he has changed his heart hack again from good 
to had, hecause he is angry. Why we Indians can 
do no more! But it reminds me of a story which 
the good Corlaer use^ to tell of an old Indian who 
loved rum, and hearing that the French gave plenty 
of rum to thbse who would settle among them and 
become converts to the Romish faith, left Schenectady 
and travelled to Gtuebec, to join the praying Indians. 
He was gladly received hy the priest, and admitted 
within the pales of the church. He had now frequent 
opportunities of indulging in his favorite beverage, 
and was consequently drunk whenever he cbuld kill 
a beaver and exchange his skin for a bottle of rum. 
It happened once, that they were to celebrate some 
great festival of the church, and while the priest was 
preparing to perform the service, the old Indian came 
staggering into the templ^, and advancing to the prielst 
took him forcibly. by the hand before all the congrega- 
tion and in a broken dialect bid him a friendly, * How 
d'ye do V * Who and what are you V demanded the 
astonished priest. * I am a Roman .Catholic,' said 
the old Indian. ' And who made you a Roman Cath- 
olic?'^ *Why you, holy father!' *Ay, that may 
be,' rejoined the priest, * mdeed, it is likely enough to 
be so ; for if you had been a Catholic of the Divine 
making, I 8houl4 not have had the mortification of 
behioldmg you in this condition.' And I think, lady, 
if your priest, had been of the Divine making, I should 
not have the sorrow, nor you the mortification, of see- 
ing him in so violent a passion to-day." 

More and more confounded, Adelaide felt the diffi- 
culty of makings suitable reply to the young Mo- 
hawk, particularly to the turn he had given it She 
merely observed, that the priest had been too hasty ; 
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** Oh r* said Addaide, leadf to ank to the earth, 
** oh, if TOO lore Taiachawagoo, cease to -vround mj 
lool with sach awful truths. My natioD has sinned, 
yes, noble Indian, they hare greatly sinned si^ainst 
yoa and joan^ Let us henceforth no more renew a 
snlject which can nerer fiiil to open afcesli the yet 
festering womids of my heart; hot let us remain 
friends ; and let ns both hope and pray the Universal 
Parent of alkmen to hasten the time when the nations 
shall learn war no more; and whea. the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms of our God 
and his Christ.'' 

^ Yo hah !" said the yoong Mohawk ; " I like your 
speech y^ ry mach. Yoa say, let ns remain friends, 
lady ; the oraye Tarachawagon has enlisted me for 
your friend, and he must not be disappointed. He 
nas taught me to understand what are the clakns 
your sex haye upon ours ; that is, that we owe yoa, 
as of your proper right and title, not only our respect 
and esteem, but also our most faithful protection and 
friendship through life ; that let your nation or reli- 
gion be what it may, woman, weak^ helpless, and de- | 
fenceless woman, has an imperious claim to the pro- ' 
tection of man, and especially of man who has em- | 
barked on the ocean of fsllhe and of glorv." » 

The signal for their encampment for the night hay- j 
ing been pven by M. De la Ville, the Indians speed- | 
ily furnished the retinue with commodious wigwams i 
prepared of the leafy bushes and boughs, cmleoted j 
from the margin of a little riyulet, which supplied 
them with cool and wholesome water ; a fire was 
readily kindled, and, after a repast enjoved with ap* 
petite, they retired to theirrespectiye lodgings, where 
they soundly slept daring the night, guarded by Uie 
viffilance of the Indisms of Loretto, who relieved each 
other, in conformity with the usages and customs of 
their nation. # 
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CHAPTER XV. 



" No, ne'er did the wave in its element nteepi 
An island of lovelier charms ; "^ 
It blooms in thej^ant embrace of the deep,. 
Like Hebe in Hercales' anne^'' 



The mprning following the ere of that on which 
oar young Mohawk had dealt with such rigid truths 
as were conveyed in his charges against the French, 
Adelaide, from a night of restlestness,. arose with a 
dejection of a nature new to any that she iiad been 
accustomed to before. Although she had been taught 
from infancy, to consider, the religion of her father 
as that of the only true church on earth ; and although, 
in conformity with its doctrines, she had freely parti- 
cipated in all its imposing ceremonies, and was con- 
sidered as an exemplar]|f member of the Catholic 
church, she had neyer entered into anything like a 
critical examination of her own heart — had never felt 
the necessity of comparing the lives and actions of 
herself, or of the members of her church, with the 
lives and actions of the disciples and apostles of her 
meek and lowly Savior. The reproaches which Ga- 
rangula had justly urged against her nation, who 
were professedly Christians, were of a chsiracter too 
notorious for their truths to be either justified or eva- 
ded. " Of what avail," said she, while reflecting on 
this subject, " can our profession of a reli^on founded 
on the love of Deity, and our fellow-men, be to us, un- 
less we act in conformity to its mild and peaceful 
precepts? Certainly we have trespassed upon the 

14 



156 UHNOOTULUTSCHE ; 

birthright of the Indians; we have brought the itt« 
struments of war and desolation among them, to 
expel them from the home of their inf^cy, that we 
might acquire territory and wealth, at the expense of 
their lives and property^ ; and we would force them, 
contrary to their consciences, to embrace a religion of 
whose mild and peaceful principles we are ourselyes 
the violaters." 

It is true, that objections of ir similar kind had been 
made by the more humane members of the church, 
but the priests had justified this innovation, by offer- 
ing as a parallel example, the destruction of the *Ca- 
naanites by the children of Israel; and this had not 
only quieted their minds, but had also impressed them 
with the belief that they were called upon, either to 
Christianize, or else to exterminate, the heathen from 
the land they possessed. 

The mind of Adelaide was however ill at ease, 
notwithstanding her efforts to accept the foregoing 
considerations as palliatives at least of the conduct of 
her nation toward the native proprietors of the soil ; 
nor did she find rest to her soul until she came to the 
decided resolution of using her utmost influence for 
preventing in future the consequences resulting from 
the unsound policy of her Ration ; which wascakula- . 
ted to irritate the Indians, and arouse them to acts more 
barbarous than even their savage natures seemed dis- 
posed to, on all ordinary occasions of war. And al- 
though she had the evening previous earnestly request- 
ed the young Mohawk to avoid in future discussions 
that were painfully distressing to her heart, she was 
irresistibly led to the renewal of it herself; although, 
at the moment, she could assign no positive reasons, 
neither any direct advantage to. either, by her so do- 
ing. But as soon as they had taken up the line of 
their march, she advanced to the priest and observed 
that, as she was anxious to resume her conversation 
with the young chief, she requested permission to join 
in theJT company for the morning* The priest^ who 
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was anxious to be relieved from a companion who 
seemed to think himself above his instruction, readily 
assented to her proposition, and added, that he was 

flad of the opportunity of withdrawing from his young 
eathenish fellow-traveller that he might fall into the 
rank of his Christian friends De la Ville and Conrey, 
with whom he had also to discourse on certain 
weighty matters connected with their present journey. 

Once more alone with her young protector, who 
instantly discovered her dejected appiearance, and as 
instantly inquired into its cause, Adelaide frankly in- 
formed him, that it was in consequence of the 
weighty truths whioh he had in the evening before, 
brought to her consideration, and which had deprived 
her of sleep the greater part of the night. 

" I will speak of them no more," said he, **^nor 
•^ould I have spoken of them to you then, lady, had 
I known they would have given you pain. But the 
mind of Garangula is like the cataract of the lake, 
and his tougue, when urged by his country's wrongs, 
is as ungovernable as the wateris of the Hudson. La- 
dy, you must therefore forgive me." 

"You have given^ no offence, noble youth," said 
Adelaide, " and strange as it may appear to you, I 
am desirous of again hearing you talk of the good 
Conrade Corlaer, and his people, and to learn more 
particularly your own ideas with respect to the reli- 
gion of which we were discoursing." 

'* I have already," said he, " informed you all that 
I know of the good Corlaer, who was drowned in the 
lake which we shall enter to-morrow. He was on 
his way to Canada to receive the thanks of Yonon- 
dis and your nation, for having saved the lives of many 
French who would otherwise have been destroyed 
by our nation, as they had entered our territory 
with hostile intentions. He acted the part of a good 
friend to these by furnishing them with' provisions 
and a guide, ^nd returned them in safety to their 
ihends at Montreal; and so true was the regard that 
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OUT nation had for this man, that although we were 
convinced that he had favored .the escape of these sol- 
diers, we were so pleased with this proof of the good- 
ness of his heart, that we allowed them to return with- 
out even attempting to pursue them.. But he soon 
after perished in the lake, in which the old Indian, 
displeased with his favoring these soldiers, raised a 
great wind and dashed him to pieces on the rock." 

" Who is the old Indian I" asked Adelaide. 

" He was once the great sachem of all this coun- 
try from Manhattan to Canada. Jle died so old that 
no one could tell his age. When he was dead, his 
spirit was confined to the rock on the island in the 
lake, and he had the management of the winds of that 
lake given to him. Every one that passes the island, 
must be prepared with a peace-offering to the old 
Indian, ?)therwise he will raise a dreadful storm, and 
dash every canoe against the rock, by which means 
he destroys the lives of many people every year.'! 

" Well,, but," said Adelaide, "none but God hath 
power over the. winds and the waves." 

" Yo hah ! you say very true, lady, as far as you 
have said ; but we believe that the Great Spirit gave 
the management of the wipds of this lake to the old 
Indian Podar, who is a kind of overseer of the lake. 
and its islands." 

^ " What is your opinion of the Great Spirit ?" asked 
Adelaide. 

" Our nation had a very imperfect notion of him," 
replied the young chief, " until taught by Corlaerand 
his people, and until our great sachem, who went 
to Corlaer's country, to see the kmg over the greit 
salt lake, came back to Canajoharie. You talk of 
change of heart making Christians, and sure enough, 
his heart was changed, from being the fiercest warrior 
of the Five Nations, to that of, the heart of the dove. 
Oh ! how I wish your priest would talk with him." 

" Why," said Adelaide, ^* do you think he could 
teach our priest what it is to be a Christian ?" 
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** I do not say that, lady ; because I think none bnt 
the Great Spirit can make CfaristiaDs ; but he would 
show him how necessary it was for all those who pro- 
fessed theraselres to be Christians to have charity for 
all men, and to avoid as much as possible, auger and 
all such passions as are common to others who are 
not." -^ 

** Does your great sachem consider himself to be a 
Christian?" 

"The Dutch priest called him an 'Israelite, in 
whom there is no guile.' " 

" He is then a Calvinidt, I suppose t" 

"No. He will acknowledge no sect in particular, 
because he says there is but one true church on earth, 
and that that church is formed of all true and faithful 
believers, who have received the spirit of adoption, 
let them belong to what nation or sect soever in the 
whole world." 

" Truly your sachem seems'to have what I would 
term Christian tharity for all men. Does he still 
govern your nation ?", 

" No. He resigned the govehiment, to which my 
father was chosen, and has retired to a cave in one of 
the rocks near the Corlaer's lake (Champlain), where 
he prays continually, not only for his nation, but for 
al! the nations in the world." 

" He lives the life, then, of a herinit V^ 

" That may be your word for explaining his mode 
of living, but we call him the Eagle of the Mohawks, 
because, he says, that when he was a warrior, he was 
blind to his best interests, as well as ^he interests of 
the nation ; but that now his^ spiritual eyes are open. 
He sees with new eyes the glories of another world, 
and therefore we call him the eagle, because it is the 
only bird we know of that can look the sun in the 
&ce without winking." - 

"Has any of your nation been brou^t to the light, 
which he says he has discovered ?" 

" Some of our squaws, and a few of ova (^^ icvKa^ 

14* 
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baye followed him to learn wisdom, and are certainly 
altered people ; but our warriors, generally employed 
in protecting their castles and fields, or engaged in 
revenging injuries, have not taken his advice as yet; 
for indeed we have lived in a continual state of war, 
either offensive or defensive, ever since the Adiron- 
dacks drove us from our home to Schenectady." 

" But you have not explained to me yet what idea 
you have formed of the Great Spirit." 

" Because," replied he, " I wonld ^thpr you should 
hear it from the mouth of the great eagle himself, 
and as he lives near the path we are to travel, you 
can learn from his mouth the great words which he 
teaches." 

'^ Your opinion, then, has been determined by 
his?" 

" Yes. For when he was our king, we loved, fear- 
ed, and obeyed him ; and since he has becom« a pri- 
vate man we love him for his virtues, because he lives 
Vp to his profession, jmd we believe all that he says 
because we never knew him to deceive any oiic." 

"I confess that ybu have awakened an interest in 
my heart, that is entirely new to me. I feel an in- 
creasing desire to converse with this great recluse of 
your nation, and if he prove to be what yoa have said 
of him, I shall certainly think that it is possible for 
men to be saved, even though they are not within the 
pales of our church. Have any of our praying In- 
dians" (alluding to the Catholic Mohawks in compa- 
ny), " ever conversed with your great priest?" 

" No. He was in the great English king's couii- 
try, when your priest persuaded these men to leave 
our nation and to settle at Montreal, and since his re- 
turn he has not seen them as I know of." 

"Are any of our priests in your nation now ?" 

" Yes. There are iwo, one at the Oneida castle, 
and one at Cayuga." 

" Have they ever conversed with your priest ?*' 
No. He sent a messenger to invite them to hold 
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a talk with him, but they declined it, sayinsf he was 
a heretic and an impostor. Oar people would have 
driven away your priests for that, but the good sachem 
prevented them by saying that they were to be re- 
spected as the ambassadors of the Great Spirit, and 
were sent with the calumet of peace to the nation, 
who were bound to venerate their high office, to lis- 
ten to their good talk, and by no means to treat them 
with disrespect." 

Adelaide, more than ever surprised at the charac- 
ter of this remarkable Indian, was about to exclaim 
— *VCan it be possible that I am to be taught the true 
duties of the Christian by one who was lately a blood- 
thirsty savage of these forests"*— when the advanced 
Indians announced their vicinity to the garrison of 
Chambly. As the nature of their embassy admitted 
of BO delay, runners were sent ahead to inform the 
commandant of their approach, who immediately 
headed a detachment of regulars' and proceeded for 
the purpose of escorting them to the garrison, where 
they partook of refreshments ; and having disclosed 
to the commahdent the pature of their mission, a na- 
tional boat was put in requisition for their use, on 
board of which they embarked in the afternoon, hav- 
ing previously discharged the praying Indians, to- 
gether with their valets and horses, and exchanging 
civilities with the officers, who politely accompanied 
them to the landing and assisted them on board. 

With a favorable breeze and skilful piloting, the 
boat made a rapid head against the stream of the 
Champlain, and the following morning the passen- 
gers were astonished and gratified with beholding 
the splendid scenery which presented itself to their 
view, as they entered into the expanded bosom of this 
immense inland sea, apon whose rippling surface, 
the reflected rays of the rising sun appeared as a vast 
sheet of burnished '^old, too dazzling for the eye to 
behold devoid of pain. / 

The margin of the lake was picturesque and ro- 
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maDtic, being irregularly indented with coves, begirt 
with the most luxurious growth of trees and shrubs 
in the full vigor of their vegelatiouj richly clothed with 
leaves, flowers and fruit. Beyond these, the eye fell 
upon the abrupt termination of a 6,traggling chain of 
the great Allegany mountains, whose cliff overhung 
the placid wafers beneath, and reflected its giant 
shape to the admiring beholder. Its craggy bummit 
supported a lew scattering dwarfs of the vegetable 
kingdom, and its disintregated sides sported their 
micaceous scales, as so many mirrors, reflecting and 
refracting the 'solar beam in almost every angle of 
which it is capable of being representea. To the 
south, the beautiful though fatal island of the old In- 
dian, with its steep, rocky sides, and irregular surface, 
ornamented with its profusion of vegetation, struck 
the eye of the sailor, tnough yet in the distance, with 
silent awe and admiration. - 

Of all the beautiful scenery which the ample lake, 
its scattered islands, its variegated margin and its ro- 
mantic hills and valleys, presented to the astonished 
view of the passengers, one alone among these ap« 
peared to rivet the attention of the young Mohawk — 
It was the island of the old Indian. 

" Lady," said he, ^* there is the island against whose 
rocky shore the good Corlaer was dashed in pieces;*' 
and pointing to an elevation that was just diseemible, 
observed, ^' on that rock the old Indian of the winds 
resides. We must, to insure our successful voyage 
across the lake, every soul of us, make him a peace- 
offering." 

** Rank, heathenish superstition," said the choleric 

Erie^t, whose attention was drawn from beholding the 
eauties of a mountain of mica, which they were then 
passing, to the remarks^ of the young Mohawk-^ 
** What ! the children of the true faith, offer sacrifices 
to heathen idols !" 

" Do as you will, father," said the young savage, 
'lor my own part, I shall offer him this pipe with as 
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xhuch. coDfidence in his ability to stay the winds, as if 
I were offering it to St. Peter." 

Enraged at the gross insult offered to his patron 
saint, the priest forgetting the dignity of his office, 
was about making an attenipt to throw tbeyouns: In- 
dian over the side of the vessel, that both him and his 
offering miglit go to the bottom together. He had 
actually laid hold of the prince for that purpose; but 
was prevented from its execution, both from the her- 
culean strength of the Indian, and the remonstrances 
of the considerate De la Ville and his alamiedniec e. 

" Let the tiger rage," said the young prince, " the 
Indian fears him not. He has to contend with tigers 
every day in his excursions through the forest ; and 
often too, with the man-tiger, who is if possible amore 
dangerous enem^ ; because they come crying — * Peace, 
peace,' with their mouths, while they have the spirit 
of war in their hearts. Surely your' priest mUst have 
two hearts, one for the Great Spirit, and the other for 
Hobomooko."* 

"Our priest is hasty," said M. De la Ville, desir- 
ous of putting an end to this unpleasant affair, in 
which it was evident to all, that the Indian had the 
advantage. 

Adelaide, while she felt a transient gleam of indigo- 
nation at the insult offered to their patron saint, could 
not but be astonished at the ready wit, the iindaunled 
firmness, and at the same time, calm but energetic 
manner in which this native of the forest repelled 
the attacks of his civilized and cultivated antagonist, 
% offering him an example, not alone worthy^ of the man, 
but also of the Christian, for adoption. The priest had 
however retired to the cabin, to give vent to his un- 
governable passion, while the young Mohawk, ad- 
vancing to the bow of the boat, occupied the passing 
time, in watching the near approacn to the island, 
and looking for some favorable omen from the peak 

* Th^ Indian name for the Spirit of Evil. 
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of the Rock of Podar, or the old Indian oversea of 
the winds.* . 

As the evening shades began to prevail, the vessel 
had arrived abreast of the N. W. coast of the island, 
the winds which had hitherto been favorable, sudden- 
ly veered to the east, kaving the vessel as it were 
in a dead calm. ■ Little way was therefore niade, as 
the sails were useless, and the captain ordering the 
helmsmen to work the vessel into the harbor or inlet 
of the island, came to anchor, with a view of avoid- 
ing the current of wind which had now changed to 
the south. The passengers had descended to the 
cabin, and shared their evening's repast, with excel- 
lent appetites; and with that easy familiarity pecu- 
liar to the French, had worn off much of the asperity 
of the priest's temper toward the young Mohawk; 
insomuch, that he condescended again to converse 
with him with as much seeming good nature, as 
though nothing had happened to disturb the tenor of 
their friendship through the day. 

All but the watchmen had retired to rest pleased 
with the happy reconciliation that had taken place 
between the priest and ther young Indian ; and in- 
dulged the hope that no further disagreement would 
occur between them for the remainder of their voy- 
age, and were soon «weedy reposing in the arms of 
sleep. The watch were pacin^o^ the deck and admi- 
ring the vivid coruscations of b^ht which, gleaming 
through the heavens, rendered visible the craggy sum- 
mit of the Rock of Fodar; while the ffallant boat 
was gently undulating upon the bosom of the slighdy 
agitated waves of the inlet. 

The prince, who iiad preferred th^ floor of the cab- 
in, to the mattress of moss, awoke from his first sleep, 
agitated by the airy visions of the night ; he arose, 
ascended and joined -company with the watch then 

* Podftr, or the god of the Windf , and ruler of the deoeaaed tpirita, 
■ecogrdiAf to the picvailuiK opinions of thA Fiva Natioaa. 
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(Mi deck. He was astonished on beholding the eleam- 
ing h^hXB of the aurora borealis, which seemed as if 
reaching from one extent of the heaven to the other. 
He beheld the rugged Peak of Podar, enveloped iii 
sheets of liquid 6re ; he saw the bright meteor dan- 
cing on the bosom of the lake below ; and he heard the 
ommous bird of the night, shriek out her terrific notes 
of warning to the unwary mariners on board. 

^' Podar is angry," said hei ^* and will let the winds 
loose upon us. Let us arouse the sleepers, and es^ 
cape on shore before the terrible whirlwind of the lake 
shall arise and dash us in pieces against these flinty 
rocks." And hastening to the cabin, he sounded the 
alarm, and advised the affrighted crew toldse no time 
in gaining^ the shore, on which they would more safe- 
ly stem the torrent of the storm, than on the agitated 
waves of the lake. 

"Why, what in the name- of wonder," said the 
angry captain, " has got into this Indian's brain. I 
see no cause for alarip," said he : *' there is nothing 
uncommon in the sky, as these phenomena happen 
almost every summer's night in this high latitude. 
Return to your births," continued he to the passen- 

f^ers, " and do not mind the whims of this Indian 
and^lubber, who knows no more of the signs of the 
heavens, than the booby of an owl, that sits screech- 
ing on the boughs of the hemlock on the island." 

The passengers were about to follow the advice of 
the captain, when the young Mohawk repeated hjs 
entreaties, that while it was possible to effect a safe 
landing, they had better hoist out the boat, and let as 
many as valued their lives follow him to the shore. 

Adelaide besought her young friend to assign some 
obvious reason for his alarm ; for she was certain, 
that with regard to himself he was not afraid of 
death t but for the satisfaction of the rest of the com- 
pany a^d herself, she hoped he would explain the 
pause of his great alarm. 

"Lady/' said h^ **the bnye «xe uo\ «£nSii ^ 
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death, for men die everywhere and every day ; and 
the valiant when they oie-are received at Romanaj* 
where they live happy. For your sake, lady, I am 
afraid, because if Podar stirs the winds this night we 
are all lost without a miracle." ' 

'* But what cause have ybu for expecting a :Storm 
to-night ?" 

*^ Lady," said he, " the Indians have no book but 
nature, and from that they learn some of her myste- 
«ries. The owl is a bird of omens. He has two kinds 
of screeches; one of these assures us of a calm, tiie 
other of a storm. The owl on Podar's Rock has 
warned us of an approaching^ storm ; therefore, dear 
lady, if not for mine, yet, for your own sake, and for 
the sake of Tarachawagon, let us go ashore while the 
waters? are smooth, and the winds are low." 

"Dear friend," said the trembling Adelaide, "I 
will repair to the cabin, and urge my friends to pre- 
vail on the captain to follow your advice." 

The words had scarce died on her Ifips, ere a dread- 
ful flash of lightning accompanied with a terrific ex- 
plosion of thunder, announced the approaching storm. 
Adelaide, half fainting, speedily reached the cabin. 
The helmsman cries out in a voice that reached every 
soul on board — " All hands on deck — a storm ap- 
proaches from the northeast." In a moment the crew 
were at their stations, some unfurling the sails, others 
weighing the anchor, in order to give the sloop sea- 
room. M. de la Ville urged by his neice, entreated 
the captain to let down the boat, that as many as 
preferred the risk of contending with the storm on 
shore, might, ere it wils too late, have it in their pow- 
er so to do. 

Another and another terrific flash, whose light 
seemed gleaming from the summit of the rock, illu- 
minating all around, apprized them of the danger of 
longer delaying their plans for safety. The sailors 

* JBomana, tke abode of iho vaUant ifut dfttiU^ the Indian paradise. 
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had lowered the hoat, and the active Mohawk, taking 
the painter in his hand, leaped aboard. The angry 
winds began now to howl around the cape, the boat 
to roll with vehemence, peaLon peal of thunder and 
lightning gleamed fearfully around them, while the 
active Mohawk, clinging to the sides, besought them 
to hasten Into the boat, that he might gain the shore. 
Horror-struck, every soul on board seemed now 
motionless. 

*' Lady,'* said he, " leap on board, and Garangula^ 
will yet try to save you." 

She made the dreadful effort — the active and vigi- 
lant youth caught her in his arms, and the next instant 
a dreadful blast, followed by an overwhelming wave, 
separated the boats for ever. 

Amid the howling of the winds, and the roaring of 
the waves, the voices of the drowning were heard, 
crying aloud for mercy. They became^ioter and 
more iaint, until at last they were heard no more. 
And when, on the morning of the following day, the 
sun arose with unusual splendor on the lake, its waves. 
had outlived the fury of the winds, its bosom had 
become calm and tranquil — even as a sea of glass. 
Not a bark, nor a canoe, was seen floating on its now 
lonely surface. Alas ! the victiitis to the ire of Fodar 
had been consigned to the unknown diepths of its un- 
explored bed ; and widows, wives, and maidens, had 
long 10 deplore the fatal termination of this untoward 
embassy. 

16 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



*< ICan only mars kind nature** plaa, 

And turns the fierce pursuit on man; 

Plying war's desultory.trade, 

Incursion, flif ht, and ambuscade. 

Since Nimrod, Gush's mighty son, 

At first the bloody game begun.** — Rokbbt. 



It is time tnat we ttim to the hero of our tale, and 
learn the misfortunes ' and hardships which awaited 
him in hi% perilous and solitary journey of benevo- 
lence. Aware that the prisoners would be conveyed 
by the nearest route to Onondaga, the central tribe or 
seat of government of the Five Nations, Conjrade de- 
termined on following their trail, which he, after much 
difficulty, imagined he had discerned alon^ the margin 
of the Cadaracqui. He continued following this trail 
the greater part of the day, through creejcs^ branches 
and morasses, subsisting upon the berries which na 
ture had lavishly supphed at this season of the 3rear, 
both in the forest and in the vicinity of every river 
destined bv the Universal Parent as food for the beasts 
of the field and the birds of the air, who neither sow 
nor veap, but are dius bountifully supplied by his 

Erovidential goodness. He heard not tne sound of 
^unan voice or footfall, and continued urging his de- 
vious way amid unseen perils and dangers; but 
his heart was buoyant, his spirits were animated, and 
his limbs acquired renewed vigor from the consoling 
reflation that his was a journey of benevolence and 
humanity. When night api)roached he felt some- 
what disappointed in not having overtaken the army, 
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which he very naturally concluded would meet with 
some Cause oi detention for at least a few hours of the 
day, on, account of their prisoners, who could jiot 
travel with the speed of the retiring Indians ; and it 
was under this expectation he had calculated to ovor- 
take them, if not on the first, at least on the second 
day. 

The Commander-in-Chief of tlie grand army, the 
renowned Silver Kettle, hy a policy new and unex- 
pected even to his most experienced generals, disap- 
pointed the calculations oi our hero entirely, and 
caused him to follow a trail which eventually led him 
into a snare, from which he was but at thje hazard 
of his life delivered. 

This celebrated warrior having collected his army 
on the opposite shore to La Chine, on the morning 
of the dreadful massacre^ marched up the river, and 
on the trail which Conrade had ibllowed, until they 
arrived at one of those small arms of the river com- 
monly termed bays. Here he detached one hundred 
of his warriors, to whom he gave charge of the pris- 
oners, and directed them to strike a direct course to 
the Mohawk's settlement, and to lodge them safely in 
the castles there until the return of the army ; who, 
in conformity with their declaration of war against 
the Adirondachs, would turn about, and march into 
the heart of their country, and revenge the insolence 
of this haughty nation, or perish in the attempt. 

By this manceuvre he defeated the pursuit of the 
French allies, and disappointed the hopes of our hero ; 
both of whom expected to overtake them on the direct 
route to Onondago. The grand army, therefore, after 
arriving at thfs arm cf the river, entered it, and wad- 
ing up Its stream to a considerable distance, by which 
means their trail was entirely lost, he then directed 
the escort to the prisoners to cross the bay and to pro- 
ceed to their destination, while the grand army, 
wheeling about, marched direct for the country of 
their inveterate enemy. 
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The Ffench Gorernor at Mootreal, immediately 
after tlie destruction of La Chine, had sent an express 
to the garrison at Fort Cadaracqui, on the lake of that 
name, now known as Ontario, and directed them to 
assemble the allied Indians, and to cross the rirer with 
speed, to intercept the march of Sihrer Kettle, then 
on his way to the Castle oi Onondago. 

The commandant of the fort despatched his runners 
to the different naticMis in alliance with the French, 
and collecting a bofly of fifteen hundred Indians of the 
different tribes, sneedily crossed^ the lake in their ca- 
noes and marched to the head waters of the Hudson, 
which approaches near the lake, and by this means 
gained a position considerably in advance of the Five 
Stations, and on the most direct track from La Chine 
to Onondago. And here this immense body of Utta- 
wawas, Quatoghies, and other tribes of western In- 
dians, divided themselves into parties, along the banks 
of the Hudson, forming so many ambuscades, for the 
purpose of surprising anid confbundiag their expected 
enemy. 

For three days our hero traveled alon^ the margk 
of the river, scarcely allowing himself tune to enjoy 
his necessary meals, which he preferred gleaning in 
his passage through the overloaded shrubbery, bending 
with their luscious berries. On crossing the bay 
which we have already noticed, he lost the trail, or 
track of the army. He was now at considerable loss 
how to proceed. In the vicinity of the enemy, a fear- 
ful distance from the settlements of his friends, with- 
out compass or chart, a lonely, solitary passenger, 
surrounded with numerous dangers, seen and unseen, 
were considerations that might have staggered the 
boldest resolutions, and intimidated the bravest heart 
But our hero had been taught in whom to put his 
trust in every trying hour, and conscious of the recti- 
tude of his intentions, he fearlessly prosecuted his 
journey, govemmg his course by the well known 
bearing, or position of the trees, the texture of their 
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bark, and the courses of the streams, until he arrived 
at the head hranch of the Hudson river. Here he 
prepared^ him, as heretofore, a kind of wigwam, in 
w^hich to repose through the night ; and to secure 
him from the midnight attack of the prowling wolves, 
he kindled a fiire, and supplying it with sufficient fuel, 
wrapped in his blanket, and extending himself on a 
few dried leaves which he had Carefully raked to- 
gether in his wigwam, he endeavored to compose his 
mind for the enjoyment of that r^st which should fit 
him for the fatigues of his journey on the morrow. 

But in vain he sought repose. His active and un- 
wearied mind wandered in quest of his first love, his 
Wilhelmina ; and although he considered his attach- 
ment for her as one, which if even reciprocated, left 
but little hope for realizing his wishes, he was yet 
disposed under every discouraging circumstance, to 
cherish with his latest breath, this darling passion 
of his heart. His love fur Wilhelmina, in proportion 
as the difficulties which separated them increased, 
increased in an equal ratio, confirming the observa- 
tion of the celebrated Rochefaucault, that ** Absence, 
which destroys a slight degree of love, augment as 
violent and serious passion, as the wind extinguishes 
a feeble flame, but increases a strong fire." 

His mind now recurred to the pleasing prospect of 
approaching once more the home of his love ; of once 
more beholding that form so dear to his early and 
latest recollections ; and after indulging in those wak- 
ing dreams of bliss, all the fond hopes which his fond 
heart was calculated to form, he turned to the imme- 
diate object of his present perilous undertaking. Alas ! 
thought he, what now must be the feelings of the 
anxious, the amiable Adelaide, who has perhaps to 
endure a suspense equal to my own, uncertain of the 
fate of her dear parents. She may have been fortu- 
nate enough to have found them at Montreal ; if not, 
she too, with his trusty and loved Garangula, might 
be on the road to Canajoharie. D«iiermixmi^<» \k^x^ 

15* 
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fore, to change the course of his travels on the ibllow- 
iog day, if he did not overtake the army, and of par- 
saing the stream of the Hudson to the carrying place 
at the head of Lake Champlain, where he would be 
likely to meet with them; he folded his arms together 
and sunk hy degrees into a kind of slamber, which 
did not, however, terminate in sleep. 

From this slumber he was awoke by the sound 
of licht and steady, though distant, foodalls on the 
dried leaves, whose crackling noise warned him of the 
approach of some midnight visitor ; when suddenly, 
though cautiously, turning his back to the glimmer- 
iog light of his fire, he perceived the form of a human 
being — 

" Glidinf bycrac and copaewood greea, 
A •olttuy form wu seen 
To trace with itealthjr pace the wold* 
Like fox that seeks the midniffht fold, 
Aad paMses oft, and cower* dismiyed,^ 
■ At every breath that stirs the shade. 
He -paneM now the ivy bush, 
The owl has seen him and is hosk ; 
He pasees now the. doddered oak j 
He heard the startled raven croak: 
Lower and lower he descends, 
Ruatles the leaves, the brushwood bends; 
The otter hears him tread the shore, 
And dives, and is beheld no more; , 

And by the cliff, of pale gray stone. 
The midnight wanderer stands alone.** 

Amazed he saw that it was a skulkiilg Indian of the 
Uttawawa tribe, the deadly enemv of the Five Na- 
tiqi^. He had been attracted by tne crackling noise, 
andjnimmering light of the lire through the copse- 
WQoS, and with a daring peculiar to these nations, 
although suspecting a large and warlike enemy to be 
in their immediate vicinity, had thus alone ventured 
on reconnoitering at the midnight hour. ^ 
. Conrade, whose jperson was wholly concealed from; 
the view of the daring intruder, by the blazing pile ia 
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firont, and the leafy wigwam, might easily have de- 
prived him of life, but he had no such desire, and 
determined not to draw the trigger of his musket un- 
less compelled to it in defence of his own life. He 
was satisfied that unless he was surprised by numbers, 
he had secured himself a safe and easy retreat, by the 
vicinity of his wigwam to the current of the riv«r. 
Beside, he wisely concluded, that there were more 
than one person in his immediate neighborhood, and 
if he fired his musket, the alarm might deprive him 
of every possible means rf escape ; wnereas, if he took 
the advantage of the present moment, he had suffi- 
cient grounds to hope that his retreat would be undiis- 
covered. Removing therefore the loose branches 
which defended him from the bleak night air of this 
regi<Hi, without raising himself from the ground, he 
crawled slowly and imperceptibly to the river, into 
which he smik silently and noiselessly, continuing un- 
der water as long as his breath permitted. When he 
arose above the surface, he discovered that he had 
been conveyed by the stream to a considerable dis- 
tance from his encampment, the light of which was 
however still discemablet and laying hold of a bough 
which projected into the current, he supported him- 
self awhile, with the view to ascertain the movements 
of this unwelcome midnight intruder. i 

The cautious Uttawawa approached step by step 
toward the encampment, and at length attained to 
within a distance which enabled him to ascertain, 
that whoever once occupied it, was now no longer 
there. H€ entered, and minutely examining every 
part, he at length laid the back of his hand on the 
leafy bed, on which Comrade had lain, and finding it 
to be yet warm, he precipitately retreated, as Conrade^ 
rightly judged, to give information to his companions 
in order that they might scour the woods in search 
of^e occupant of the deserted wigwam. Letting 
go his hold of the bough, he again floated himself 
iown the cunent of the river, resting occasionally; 



176 wmwMBULUiiauiiE; 

and bj tkis sumtagoD, pbeed luaitself kjond the 
reach d[ his pmsoeis ; for bj daylight, he supposed 
that he could not hare gained less than thirty miles 
advance (/his last encampment 

He now once again veu lined on terra fmna and 
wiping his musket, he drew the pAng from- the muz* 
2le, imloosed the raw boflalo hide firom the lock, 
examined the priming, and finding it to be damp, he 
reprimed from his horn, and shoatdering his mosket, 
marched in fearless dignity along the mareiin of the 
widely extending Had^xi. About mid-day he anired 
at one of those branches dt this &med river, that ap- 
peared to Tie with it in point of the width and depth 
of its waters. He was aware, therefore, of haying 
anired at the first great fork, which it would be 
necessary for him to compass, as its unequal current, 
its width and its rapids opposed too many obstacles 
to the enterprize of a sectary traveler. Turning his 
face, therefore, to the north, he wended his way over 
hills and dales, frequentlj diyerted from his course by 
extensiye morasses. His spirit was, however^ equal 
to the task : the motives of his enterprise, while it 
stimulated his hopes, gave a correspondent energy to 
his limbe, by which he was enabled to contend witi) 
the various obstacles which every where opposed 
themselves to his anxious progress. 

Night found him once more a solitary wanderer in 
the vast American forest ; and again preparing him- 
self a shelter from the night air, which is generally 
unwholesome in the vicinity of rivers, he once more 
kindled the comforting blaze, and partaking of his 

E arched com and juicy whortles — ^a delicious repast— 
e soon forgot the fatigues and the dangers of the 
past, in the most comforting and renovating ei^oymeot 
of a night's tranquil repose. 
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CHAPTER XVII 



* Whether he purposeii to go 
Through Apalachi&n rocks and snowi ' 
Canadian fore«ta, Funda's froat, 
Or bleak Ontario'* barb'rous coast, 

Or visitB Niagara's fall — 
With Bo'ul not liable to fear, 
He sees tremendous dangers near; 

Smiling, he feels superior to them alL** 



The moTDing twiliffbt found our hero up and- pre* 
pared for the renewsil of his now laborious journey ; 
but he had risen with a body renovated by the undis- 
turbed rest of the preceding night, and could look for- 
ward and behold with a smile, the opposing obstacles 
to his progress. Hills rising into mountains ; moun- 
tains again sloping into valleys ; streams overflowing 
or bursting their barriers on the rocky mountains, 
dashing their foaming sheets upon the plain below, 
unite and pour their rolling waters' into the bosom of 
the Hudson— inward he moves, and scales the moun- 
tain's towering height, now seeks safe footing toward 
the vale below, and wades o'er the wat^r-sheet, 
whose rocky bed affords him a smooth passage to the 
opposite shore. Wearied and fatigued, but neither 
discouraged or dismayed, although he had progressed 
but little from the place of his last encampment, he 
thought on the important object of his journey, and 
•gathering fresh strength from an hour's rest beneath 
the shade of a hemlock, he renewed his solitary march, 
when, winding around an eminence, terminating in a 
fertile valley, he discovered numerous columns ^^ 
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smoke, evidently issuing from fires that were nearly 
extinguished. 

At first, he considered it probable that the smoke 
was issuing from the cabins of some frontier settle- 
tlement of the Five Nations, and the idea of being 
soon in the society of friends, though they were In- 
dians, afforded him cause forindulging the most pleas* 
ing anticipations. A moment's refiection, howeyeri 
convinced him that his first inipression was erroneous. 
The proximity to the French settlements and their 
Indian allies, rendered the situation improper for the 
residence of any of the tribes of the Five Nations, as 
tney would be subject to the frequent and destructive 
incursions of these vindictive tnbes. A tnomentary 
alarm now pervaded his breast. He might even now 
be in the neighborhood of some of the skulking In- 
dians of the Adirondachs, the Uttawawas, die Quato 
ghiesj or the Twightwies, and it behooved him to be 
upon the. alert. Ascending an eminence which gave 
him the command of the extensive plain toward the 
southeast, he discovered at some aistance the ap- 
pearance of a moving body, which to him, bore re- 
semblance to an army of sheep, so steady were their 
movements, and so compact their order, that it was 
difficult for the eye to distinguish the space between 
each individual in the line» 

Satisfied beyond doubt that the moving body, what- 
ever it was, was traveling toward the point of his 
destination^ he resolved at ail hazards, but at the same 
time with the cunning precaution which he had 
learned from the Indians, to overtake and reconnoitre 
them during the night. His speed was now redoubled, 
and descending firom the eminence, he approached the 
camping ground, and was satisfied from the appear- 
ance of the place, that it had been the encampment 
of a small company of warriors. As he was proceed- 
ing to follow the trail of the advanced Indians, he di»> 
covered the impression of a shoe. He examined it 
Bgaia and again to sati&fY^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Uy 
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tiie print of a shoe, and was convinced. And he was 
yet more convinced, when he discovered the prints of 
the shoes of a woman and a child. The holy feeling 
of his benevolent heart at this discovery, is beyond 
the power of language to pourtray. Hie was approach- 
ing the few surviving sufferers of La Chine. He was 
soon to be in the company of the friends, perhaps the 
dear parents of his interesting Adelaide, to communi- 
cate to them the joyful tidings that the dear idol of 
their earthly affection, was alive ; that he was com- 
missioned by heriself to be the messenger of this news, 
that by affording them this unexpected and unhoped 
for intelligence, he might rob them of half their sor- 
rows and plant in their aged bosoms the durable seeds 
of happiness and of hope. 

Philanthropy and benevolence are assuredly, among 
the mental stimuli, not the least. Our hero felt an 
irresistible impulse to speed him on his way ; and he 
felt, too, an increasing abilit]^ to perform all that his ac- 
tive and benevolent mind desired; obstacles disappeared 
at every step, in proportion to the increased prospects 
of Conrade for lessening the sorrows of these unfortu- 
nate prisoners ; and to be able to recognise at one 
fiance, the person of the father of his rescued child^ 
e withdrew from his bosom the faithful miniature, 
and having imprinted on his tenacious memory every 
lineament of the Chevalier Dubourgh, he replaced it 
in securi^ and again mended his pace in pursuit of 
the travelers. 

Night again overtook our hero, and the trail of the 
advanced was no longer discernible ; he had now re- 
course to the stars, and directed by them, he pursued 
his course to the southeast. The fearful howling of 
the wolves apprised him that he was not far distant 
from the party he was in pursuit of, and he shortly 
descried in the distance, the glimmering lights of their 
encampment. Precaution was now doubly necessary, 
^e ferocious wolves on the one hand, and an un- 
Jmown party of Indians on the other, every moxem^iiX^ 
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every step was attended with the most hnminent dan- 
ger. But to ascertain who, and what the party was, 
that were in advance of him, was a desideratum of 
the utmost importance. Taking, therefore, a circuit- 
ous route, he gained a position in which the Indian 
encampment was interposed between him and his 
ferocious enemies, the wolves. By this able general- 
ship, and his subsequent cautious movements, he ap- 
proached near enough to distinguish the dress, and 
almost the national features of the sentinels. 

To approach nearer, without a certainty of the tribe, 
would be deemed at least an act of rash temerity. 
He therefore with his musket and tomahawk slung 
on his back and suspended in his side belt, ascended 
a neighboring tree, and patiently awaited the hour 
when the noisy inhabitants of the forest would cease 
their nightly serenade, and retiring to their dens, af- 
ford him the opportunity of realizing the objects that 
were the cause of his present anxiety. This hour 
shortly arrived, and Conrade, who had frequently en- 
tertained his savage friends at Caoajobarie with a 
popular martial song, in honor of one of their noted 
chiefs, and which had been forwarded from Europe 
by a friend of the nation, determined on announcing 
himself to be in their vicinity, by a repetition of this 
well known and appropriate song, as soon as he could 
assure himself that they were of the Five Nations. 

Finding all thingsquiet, with the exception of now 
and then an interchange of signals between the sentir 
nels, but which, from the distance, were indistinctly 
heard by our hero, he resolved on a nearer approach 
to these vigilant guards of the night, which he hap- 
pily effected without discovery. The next in terchange 
of signals between the sentinels convinced him that 
they were a party of the cadets, to whom he had been 
attached.; and now, in all the joyful confidence of be- 
ing recognized without the danger of an accidental 
discovery in his hiding place^ he directed his well- 
Imown voice to the ears of the sentinels, in the fbl- 
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lowing words, which the author, tor the benefit of his 
readers, has thus prefaced : 

*' MatacoraOt an Indian warrior, curious to know the event of battle, 
4»a Che eve «f an expedition, invokes the ahade of hia deceased father, 
frttn w'hom by powerful spells, he receives the sure presages of vio- 
tary." 

"Five chiefs of renown, by his'arrows lay dead, 
Ere the blood of my father in battle was shed. 
He fell by the side of the dark winding stream, 
Bat the vdleys resound with the song of his fame. 

How sweet is his sleep, in the night of the grave ! 
For dear is revenge to the soul of the brave. 
O'er his ashes his foeman Potomach I tore. 
And sprinkled the mantle of earth with his gore. 

Like a tiger undaunted,. he rushed to the war, 
* ' Like thunder he struck, and spread terror afar ; ^ 

As the pleasures of love, or the spring of the year. 
His If ame to the race of Nuncomar is dear. 

The pleasures of love are too mighty to last, 
In a moment the bliss of enjoyment is past ; 
The blossoms of spring rn their pride fade away, 
But the laurel of valor shall never decay. 

Three scalps of the conquer'd to Podar I burn. 
At whose voice from Ronama, the spirits return ; 
A snake, black with venom, I cast in the flame. 
And calPd on the shade of my father by name. 

In his glory he comes, like a star in the skies ! 
He smiles, and the omens of triumph arise! 
He speaks, and the time of my wishes is near. 
When the race of my foes shall in blood disappear ! 

In the gloom of the forest securely they sleep, 
But long ere the sun shall illumine the deep. 
This hand, which the demons of ruin shall guide. 
In a tempest of slaughter, shall scatter their pride." 

Conrade was recognized by his companions ere he 
had finished the first line of his song, and their joy 
was great ; but we have seen that the Indians are 
among the most polite, silent and attentive people in 
the world, as they never interrupt the speech or song 

16 
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pf any one, until they haTe ended. Then, and not 
until then, do they give vent to their feelings of ap- 

{>rol)ation, or otherwise. As soon, therefore, «ls the 
ast Une of the song was sung, the whole detachment 
joined in the Yo hah han ! Tarachawagon ! who was 
soon in the midst of his friends, among whom he ex- 
perienced the most unequiTocal proofs of a sincere and 
cordial welcome. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



" Exalt Cby love, dejeeted heart. 
Be mine the task or ere we part, 
Tb make thee grief resign."— Paahbll. 



The first inquiry^ of our hero, after reciprocating the 
cheering evidences of his welcoine reception among 
his companions in arms, was, regarding the, prisoners 
that had been taken at La Chine. Oghiogh-sheh, the 
chief of the detachment, a brave and martial youth, 
descended from the race of the immortal Oghiogh, 
who gave name to the river now known as Ohio, 
assur^ him that they were safe, though inconsolaMe 
for the loss of their relatives ; but were comforting 
themselves with the idea of being soon put to death 
bv our council, when their spirits would join those 
oi their deceased friends 4n the white man's Ronania. 
He was anxious to ascertain if the parents of Adelaide 
were among the prisoners, yet was unwilling to tres- 
pass upon them at so unseasonable an hour. He 
resolved on deferring the task until the light of day 
should afford him the opportunity pf realizing his fond 
anticipations. Pursuiiie his .inquiries, therefore, of 
the noble young chief, he learnt that the erand army 
had marched to the country of the Adirondachs, com« 
mitting the charge of the prisoners to this detachment, 
to be conveyed and secured in the castles of the Mo- 
hawks, until the termination of this campaign. That 
fearful of a rescue, they had bound the prisoners, two 
and two, with hickory wythes, which proved rather 
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distressing to them, as their hands an^ arms were 
much swollen ; but in other respects they were treated 
with eTery indulgence, particularly in their religions 
devotions. 

Conrade had already determined (nt the part he was 
to act. He was well acquainted with the ruling pas- 
sion of the Fire Nations— their unbounded esteem for 
the brave ; and that to gain their esteem it was ne- 
cessary to perform some feat of noble daring, that 
should not only surpriise them, but prove what great 
influence the actions Oi' an individual, fearless of con- 
sequences, can have upon the multitude, even of a 
brave and warlike people. 

With the rising sun our hero was called to wimess 
the procession of the prisoners, to an area without the 
camp, for the purpose of performing their momii^s 
devotion. Pinioned arm and arm, the procession 
moved in solemn silence towards the devoted spot ; 
arriving at which the^ bent the knee to Him who 
hath swora — ^* As I live saith the Lord, every knee 
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to 
God. " Glorious privilege of a most glorious promise ! 
When the spirit is bowed down wUh sorrows ; when 
the heart is overwhelmed with ^ef ; when man is 
oppressed by his fellow man, he is privileged to bow 
the knee in humble acknowledgment of his sole reli* 
ance on God, and to confess with his ton^e that to 
Him alone he looks for compassion and deliverance. 
The deep and pious breathings of the prisoners ; the 
devout and solemn engagedness of heart, evidenced in 
this little congregation of worshipping Christians, was 
impressive in the extreme, and conveyed to our mor- 
alizing hero the important truth, that bigotry ^nd su- 
perstition apart, the Roman Catholic religion, afforded 
as fair a field for the attainment of evangelical holi- 
ness as any other christian sect in the universe. But 
he was no sectarian ; he had been taught by the ex- 
perience of his friend, the Great Eagle, that neither 
the name nor the sect of '^oC«8&ix^ ^riati&ns^ would 
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entitle them to heaven ; but pare, vital pietjr and 
evangelical holiness of heart, which are the fruits of 
the spirit of holiness in the hearts of men, without 
respect to names or distinctions. 

With these reflections the heart of our hero was 
expanded, and the arms of his benevolence were men- 
tally extended with the wish to embrace the whole 
human family as a band of brothers. He had recog- 
nized in the devout assembly, the venerable father and 
the beloved mother of Adelaide ; and though he un- 
ders.tood not the language of their prayers, he did that 
of their hearts and eyes. He, too, sunk upon his knees, 
aiid pourinff out his heart's grateful effusion to the 
Fireserver of life, he felt a joy at that moment which 
the world could not give, neither take from him. He 
arose, with the rising assembly from their devotion, 
and turning to Oghiogh-^sheh, he commanded the at- 
tention of the detachment. In a few moments all 
were assembled around him, all were anxious to hear 
the speech of their loved Tarachawagon, who thus 
addressed them : 

"JNoble Companions — The brave delight not in 

cruelty. The noble man, desirous of imitating the 

Great Spirit, in the midst of his justice, remembers 

mercy. Your nation have sought to satisfy their jus- 

;: tice in avenging the wrongs done them by the French 

i and their alues, and they have deluged their land with 

dihe blood of their enemies. By a wise dispensation 

|ef the Providence of heaven, the lives of these prison- 

l^rs have been preserved ; and it will be an act of 

irreverence to the Supreme, and of injustice to them, 

lo den^ them the mercy and compassion which is due 

tthflEur misfortunes. It is time, my brave compan- 
is, that you should shake off the savage barbarity 
C your nation, and that you rise in the scale of true 
|Dry by a magnanimitv worthy of your martial spirits, 
I** Follow, then, my brave companions in arms, the 
■Lmple which I shall now offer you, for your imita- 
to and adoption. Unloose the bands, which, long 

16* 
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as they fetter the bodies, can never fetter the mindi 
of your prisoners ; and by this act of noble generosity 
convince your enemies tn^t the Five Nations can be 

magnanimous" ^and stepping to the venerable 

pair, with his scalping knife in one hand, and the 
miniature of M. Dubourgh in the other, he^^ot loose 
the wythes which bound the husband and wife, and 

S resenting to their view the miniature, he said, in the 
lohawk's language, which was understood by one 
of the prisoners, and explained to the overjoyed pa- 
rents — "Providence and Adelaide have directed me 
to set you free." 

. This noble act of generous daring, in direct viola* 
tion of the established customs of the Indians, was, 
notwithstanding, witnessed with an approbation and 
applause bordering; on enthusiasm. The reiterated 
expressions of admiration afforded to the now rej(»c« 
ing^*onrade, convinced him of the great importance 
of a decisive firmness in attempting to subdue to the 
standard of moral excellence the noble, the fertile, 
though habitually savage minds of his compatriots in 
arms. 

A few moments, therefore, beheld the prisoners at 
liberty, and beheld them pressing forward to embrace 
the ktiees of their deliverer. But he besought them 
not to pain his eyes with a sight so humiliatmg to his 
heart, and so degrading to their characters ; and hold* 
ing out his extended arms, he, one by one, received 
their cordial embraces, and beseeching them to return 
thanks to the Universal Parent, he again addressed 
his companions : — 

" I thank you, noble companions, for this proof of 
your great love to me, in thus permitting and thus 
applauding the act which has given liberty to the dis- 
tressed prisoners of the nation. Consider them no 
longer your enemies, but treat them as your friends; 
and I offer myself as a hostage in their behalf, guai^ 
anteeing their future friendship ; and be assut«], that 
when Yonondio shall le&ra how ^eaaeToua the Five 
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Nations have been to his people, he will cause the 
niame of your tribes, and the fame of this deed, to be 
extolled while the sua shines upon the land, or the 
waters of the Hudson run into the sea.*' This speech 
was received with the Yo hah ban ! three times tnree ! 

The Chevalier Dubourgh and his venerable lady 
requested the interpreter to solicit our hero's company 
that they might once more hear from him the name 
and learn the fate of their beloved dauo^hter. This 
request was instantly complied with, ana to the un- 
bounded joy t)f these affectionate parents, did our 
modest youth relate to them the safety of Adelaide, 
and encouraged them to hope that soon after their 
, arrival at the Mohawks' settlement, whither they 
were now bound, they would have the agreeable pleas- 
ure of beholding her, and of pressing her to their fond 
bosoms, no more to be separated in this life. 

Such overwhelming prospects of happiness, at a 
moment, too, of the darkest nopelessness and despair, 
to minds less inured to the vicissitudes of life, and less 
fortified by the consolatory influences of a pure faith, 
might have proved fatal. But to these aged and emi- 
nent servants of God, it called forth the streams of 
grateful praise and adoration, and drew from their 
hearts the acknowledgment — " that the spirit of the 
Most High must direct the heart and the actions of 
this brave youth," whose every act appeared to carry 
the divine stam^ upon it ; that whatever the name, 
or the sect of his people, he was a christian, in act 
and in deed. 

*' Ah !" said theiamiable Madame Dubourgh, "how 
sweet it is to suffer when our misfortunes have brought 
to our knowledge and enjoyment, so much goodness 
in our fellow creatures." 

" Yes," replied the Chevalier, " when that goodness 
is exhibited oy an angel in the human form, so great, 
so noble^ and yet so modest, as is that of the youth 
before us." 

Preparations were now made for pursuing their 
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journey towards the castles of the Mohawks ; in the 
prosecution of which, we will leave them, for awhile, 
m order to bring to the view of our readers the fatal 
policy which prevailed in the French cabinet at Mon- 
treal at the period of which we write. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



'* Man lirei mnidst enemian of hit own apeeias; all other eramturat 
oi the Mine nature spare one another. Even devils are said to af reo 
among themselves, but men, 

Oh ! shame to men— devil with devil dama'd, 
Firm concord holds.** 



' The assembly at Montreal having ascertained the 
extent of the injury done to the plantations, and the 
number of valuable lives lost by tne incursion of their 
haughty enemies ; and being determined at all hazards 
to chastise the insolence of the Five Nations, and to 
revenffe themselves of them for the loss of property 
dind of lives, had, as v^e have already remarked, col- 
lected fifteen hundred Indians for the purpose of inter- 
cepting them on their way to Oftondago. This party 
failing in their original design, and burning for revenge, 
directed their whole force, ** under command of M. 
Campagnee,V toward the frontier settlements, and 
** surprised two villages of the^ Five Nations, that were 
settled about eight leagues from Cadaracqui, to pre- 
Tent their giving any intelligence to their own nation 
of the French preparations or of the state of their 
army." "These people were surprised when they 
least expected it, and by those from whom they feared 
no harm, because they had settled there tit the invi- 
tation, and on the faith, of the French. They were 
carried in cool blood to the fort, and tied to stakes, to 
be to|rmented by the French Indians, (christians as 
they called them,) while they continued singing in their 
country manner, and upbraiding the French with their 
perfidy and higratitude.'** 

* Colden's History of the Five Nations, voL i.p. 79. 




sbiiiaL » zitt s^-ntrr ebeBue {i" ^e FicMck sni their 
IndiHii k^.»€s. Titf ijrnts^ under f^vumut rf aecmiBg 
Ui^frjeDDsr^ uf '-i»e Frre Xarut, «mding Aqrfincsts 

mat ir%r:i:«Ei. jLT-.~iTtf iMai viik ■! wii and assor- 
ai>r^r4 :£ iwsat sx^ TiriiierD jbi. to lemw tkeir homes 
atnfl setije npjt ^^'^ ™ ^^ Tkautr <£ Canada, while 
tiyfy voY ar:cfc~T ^fgffrrjng vtdirvSeaad loeoBqiicr 
t2.i§ iiarcucLiue regi&bLK ; aa^ calisii^ the latter as 
t^ weniit afcc3 ibr sirpT^Gniz^ their treacheroos 
scbfHKS — I repeal. Thai wiik ihese 6tcts heioie them, 
k k ata:« SBTposiDf i^ax the Fh« XatioBi^ slnnki be 
«rs¥C rn- TXrco* i«erbCT. to nke ample vcBgeaaee onso 
tneacberc«5 a Batioa as they 
io the T^^/^tamc ct ihe rrpiab^ 

fiercBse. a lassua iha: di^iracses the hunaa char« 
arrer. s i>e^<rtiieiesEa ^arimsr pa»aa with the Indian. 
Tber ** will G^ea traxei three or ibo- hondred iniles siD- 
ffhr. cr two or three ia ooEapaay, and lurk aboat their 
eMnics' hordeisfcr at tua i weeks, ia hopes to reyenge 
the death cf a Bear leiaiiaB or dear fiiend. Lideed, 
thersiTeihenKse^T^esapsoimch to i ey eag e^that this 
passioB seens to snaw their suok^aod gires them do 
les! lill ther satisify it.* 

TheCanEsdna Irwiiia^.Tint satis6ed with the rerenge 
takeii OB their neighbars of the Fire ICatioos, pio- 
po&ei marchinff into the heart of their coontry, and 
to l^j waste their fidds and their Tillages. Ihit for 
the present, they were direrted from thesr porpose by 
the intdligence that the army of Silrer Kettle bad 
penetrated into the ooontry of the Aditon^chs tad 
Qoatoghies, within two lea^ines of Quebec, where a 
most bloody and dedsiTe battle had been fought, in 
which the ^ire Nations were the victors, haTing slain 
the greater proportion of the Qoatoghies, and pat to 
flight the Adiroodachs, in sight of thk stranfr gairisaa 
of the French, who from motiTes of iear, bad been 
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eompened to remain neater during this dreadful 
j^affement ; and i^ev hare once acknowledged ^ that 
if ue Five Nations nad known their weakness at that 
time, they might hare easily destroyed the whole 
colony." 

The bold daring of Silver Kettle, and the sienal de- 
feat of the Quatoghies, in «ght of the French settle^ 
ment, struck terror into the hearts of all their allies, 
who were now expecting their turn in this war of 
revenge, which the Five Nations were waging with 
such unexampled success against the French and their 
alUes. Indeed, so great was the panic with which 
they were struck on ^e receipt of this intelliee&ce, 
that the Nepicerenians, who then lived on the oanks 
of the St. Lawrence river, fled upon this to the north* 
ward, believing that the extreme coldoess of the cli- 
mate, and the barrenness of the soil, would be the 
securest defence against the ungovernable ambition 
of the Five Nations. The re^due of the Quatoffhies 
fled to the southwest, and were followed in their night 
by the Uttawawas, and for their ^eater security set- 
tled themselves on an island, which being further than 
the name of the Five Nations had reached at that 
period, they trusted to its distance, and the advantage 
of its detachment from the main land, for their future 
security from ^heir terrific foe. 

Piskaret, a chief of the Adirondachs, not bein^ able 
to prevail on any of his nation, or of their allies to 
accompany him m his intended expedition against the 
Five Nations, proved by his individual enterprize and 
complete success, how dearly the passion or revenge 
was cherished in his heart, and wiiat extensive evils 
one such ^dividual is capable of inflicting upon his 
fellow creatures. He was distinguished, not only by 
his own nation, but by all their allies, as being the 
Bwiilest of foot among men ; and it was perhaps to 
this extraordinarjr property of his person, that he was 
indebted for all his other properties. Conscious that 
there was no animal, not excepting the fleetest deer^ 
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that could outrun him, he feared not^eing overtnto 
by an enemy. He was therefore daring, becagiit he 
was swifter of foot than all other men. Piskaret was 
rather suspicious of a bullet, because he had known 
them to excel him in speed ; and as the Indians were 
now pretty generally supplied with muskets, whose 
contents were swifter in their progress than was agree- 
able to his notions of a fair race, he preferred strata- 
gem to a fair field fight, and was hence not strictly 
entitled to the character of a hero. 

His merits, however, such as they were, obtained 
for him the confidence of the nation,' and the title of 
their chief; and the Indians, with greater judgment 
than their more refined neighbors, elect their sachems 
from the old men,' whose wisdom and integrity are 
approved of by the nation ; and their leaders or chiefs, 
and their captains, in like manner, by the general 
opinion of their courage and conduct ; and these fail- 
ing in their integrity os their courage, are deprived 
of their honors and their titles, by the voices oi those 
who conferred them. s 

Piskaret, well acquainted with the country of !he 
Five Nations, and bent on glutting his appetite f(»r 
revenge, prepared him a pair of shoes, the heels of 
which were nxed to the toes, and the toes to the heels; 
by this stratagem he intended to elude the pursuit of 
his enemies in the day time, who on discovering his 
track, would suppose him to have gone a course di- 
rectly contrary to that which he had actually taken. 
That he mignt not be encumbered with any thbg 
that might retard his motion or design, he only amied 1^ 
himself with his tomahawk, and supplying his wallet j^ 
with a peck of parched com, he started for the coon- ^|^ 
try of the Five iNations. Arriving at the nearest set- 
tlement, he sought out a secure lurking place in io 
vicinity, where he lay concealed all day, and at ni^ht, 
until all the inhabitants were asleep. He would men 
enter one of their cabins, and with his tomahawk des* j«3 
patch them one by (me, take oS their scalps, afid l^fc 

1^ 
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procf^ to the next cabib, where he repeated the same 
diabolical acts, continuing them until near daylight, 
when he would bundle up the scalps and retire with 
them to his hiding place. 

When daylight appeared, the horrid deed was dis* 
covered, and diligent search was n;iade for the mur- 
derers, as the terrified inhabitants could not suppose 
it possible to be the work of one individual* In vain, 
however, did they search for some trace of these sui)- 
posed enemies ; they could discover but one t;^ac, 
whose impression indicated the approach to the set- 
tlement, but none returning from it. Amazed and 
confounded, they were at a loss in what manner to 
act ; and having searched all day without discovering 
anv thing, thev returned to th^ir cabins with the 
delusive hope that their enemies had satisfied them- 
selves and had returned to their own country. Pisk- 
aret repeated his midnight visit, and increased the 
Dumber of his scalps in the same manner on the sec* 
ond night, and with equal success. The inhabitants 
renewed their search on the following day, without 
being able to discover the perpetrators of this horrid 
transaction ; it appeared as if the demon of cruelty 
had shielded from discovery its faithful offspring. 
They wiere reduced, therefore, to the alternative of 
watching through the night, the appearance of their 
tmknown destroyer. 

One man in every cabin was appointed to keep 
watch on the third mght. Fiskaret at the usual hour, 
suspecting that he should find the cabins guarded, 
bundled up all the scalps wiiich he had rifled from the 
heads of tne murdered the two preceding nights, and 
stole cautiously to the village. As he susp^ted, he 
found each cabin guarded by a sentinel, armed with a 
massive club ; for at this period, there were but few 
muskets in the nation, and these few were in the 
hands of the grand army in Canada. Indefatigable 
in his pursuit, and insatiate in his revenue, he contin- 
ued lurking from catin to cabin, until at last he found 

IT 
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one Indian nodding at his post. This drowsy sentinel 
he knocked on the head. In his fall, he ^ve the 
alarm; the inhabitants were aroused, and the mur- 
derer fled before his pursuers, with his bundle of scalps 
at his back, in order that they mi^Et afford them the 
proof of his being the daring actor in this savage seoie. 

He was under no apprehension of being taken by 
any of his pursuers, his unequalled swiftness affording 
him perfect safety in his flight. Toward the approach 
of day he slackened his pace, in order to afford them, 
an opportunity of coming near enough to be satisfied 
that he was alone, but yet at a distance beyond the 
reach of their tomahawKs. The enraged inhabitants 
of the village continued pursuing him, expecting ev- 
ery moment to overtake him, but at that moment he 
would spring like a roe-buck, and leave them in the 
distance, astonished at his uncommon speed and ac- 
tivity. The day was spent in vain pursuit, for Pisk- 
aret was still beyond their power. Wearied and 
fatigued with watching all ni^t and running all day, 
the pursuers came to a halt^ disposed to rest their 
wearied limbs, and to refresh their hungering stom- 
achs ; which, as they had but one individual to con- 
tend with, they concluded they could do with safety, 
particularly as it was agreed that one part of the 
pursuers should keep watch while the others slept. 

Piskaret, watchful of every movement of the pur- 
suing Indians, allowed them to rest in fatal security 
until the approaph of daylight The pajty who had 
slept during tbe first part of the night, had beenawak- I ^ 
ened to take their turn of dut)r, and havinsf watched | ^ 
three hours without the least indication of being in* | ^ 
terrupted, began now to nod by turns, until at last all 
were locked in the embrace of that sleep from which ■ ^ 
they were to awake to new scenes and in another 
state of existence. Their watchful enemy with a 
speed and a dexterity almost super-human, despatched 
the whole camp, consisting of twenty Indians, and 
then whipping off their scalps, deliberately marched 
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toward Canada, with his bloodjr trophies suspended 
to bis back, leaving the carcases of the mardered to 
be buried in the stomachs of the devouring wolves of 
the forest 

He was not permitted, however, to escape unpun- 
i^ed, for on his return to Canada, flushed with suc- 
cess aiid exulting in his prospect of the rewards which 
he should receive from the French, in proportion to 
the number of scalps, he was met b>[ the out-scouts 
of the returning army of the Five Nations, who made 
him their unresisting prisoner. This craft v Indian, in 
order to ingratiate himself into favor with nis captors, 
told them that the Adirondachs had divided tnem- 
selves into Iwo bodies, one of which were hunting on 
the north side of the St. Lawrence river, at Wabmake, 
three leagues above Trois Rivieres; and the other at 
Nicolet. As soon as the captors gained this intelli- 
gence, they killed him, and severing his head from his 
body, returned with it in triumph to the grand army, 
to whom they communicated the intelligence received 
from him.*^ 

The Five Nations divided likewise into two bodies ; 
and marching without delay to give battle to the two 
armies of the Adirondachs, surprised them in both 
places, and in both places cut tnem in pieces. And 
thus the most waruke nation of all the Indians of 
North America, was destroyed bv a people which they 
at first despised. Previous to these battles, the Adi- 
rondachs mustered fifteen hundred warriors, the greater 
part o£ whom were slain iii these engagements, and 
their settlements at Sillirie, Saquenay, Trois Rivieres, 
&c were left nearly destitute of inhabitants, and the 
name and fame of the Adirondachs has sunk to rise 
no more. The survivors concentrated their forces, 
and retiring toward Quebec, built themselves villages, 
where they continued tributar}' to the French, who 

* For thin Legend, with the exception of some few alterationfl, the 
ftttthor is iudebted to Colden's History of the Five NaCions. 
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ftfTorded them protecti(m,and encouraged them in their 
wars and in hanting. 

Silver Kettle, whose wisdom in the cabinet equal- 
led, if not excelled, his martial prowess in the field, 
had acquired sufficient proofs that the French were 
playing a tieacherous game with his nation, and that 
they were the insidious abettors of their enemies^ and 
advisers in their wars, and were hence no longer to 
be relied upon. He determined, therefore, on his 
return to the nation, to cut off all communication with 
this fiiithless people, and to lengthen and brighten the 
chain of friend^ip with the Dutch, whose honest and 
peaceable deportment entitled them to the utmost 
confidence and esteem of the Five Nations. 

We will now leave the grand army, flushed with 
victories and satiated with revenge, on their triumph- 
ant march to Canajoharie, from whence they were to 
separate, and to return to their respective castles to 
receive the cordial greetings of their separate tribes 
and families, and return to our hero and his compan« 
ions, on their march to the castle of the Mohawks. 



OB THE SAGLE OF THE MOHAWKS, 19t 



CHAPTER XX. 



**Bope was nlfh^the moonlight beun'd, 

Soft once more the breezes sigh*d ; 
Hope was nlch-^yet hope bat § leam'd. 

Human joy, is sorrow's guide.'*— Roche. 

The increasing esteem of the Chevalier Dobourgh, 
and his excellent lady, for Conrade, amounted almost 
to idolatry. Next to their darling Adelaide, he was 
borne in their hearts as the dearest object of their af- 
fections ; and it was their secret and cherished wish 
that as indulgent Heav^ had made him instrumental 
in saving her life, that he, entitled to the unceasing 
gratitude and love of both parents and daughter, 
might receive her hand and heart as a reward for his 
faidiful friendship. They were only happy while 
gazing with untiring pleasure upon his noble and 
manly countenance, or listening with delight to the 
movement of lips, whose utterance they understood 
not, but whose melody conveyed to them the assur- 
ance that the heart in which those words were con- 
ceived, was the seat of every moral grace and chris- 
tian virtue. Nor were the rest of the prisoners insen- 
sible to the merits, or unmindful of the respect due to 
him, as the immediate cause of their now unrestrained 
liberties. And the mild, unostentatious affability of 
Conrade toward these subdued sufferers, was sucn as 
to secure for him the sincere and lasting esteem and 
regard, not only of themselves, but of the Governor 
and inhabitants of Montreal, to whose knowledge his 
acts of benevolence and friendship to these people were 
soon communicated. 

17* 
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AAer many days tedious traTelling^, and which, for 
the sake of the prisoners, was Qot hurried, the detach- 
ment reached the Mohawks' castle in safety, amidst 
the cheeis and greetings d the inhabitants. Conrade, 
addressing himself to the yooiig chief of the cadets, 
Oghio^h shdi, informed lum tint he was desirous of 
extending to the prisoners the lull liberty of the Til- 
lage, and that without the least restraint, par ticular- 
hf as he stood pledged to the nation for their conduct, 
and forthcoming to the Council whenever called up- 
on. This propositian was readily agreed to,^d to 
conTince him how highly they bronored his wishes, 
the Toong Chief authorized him to invite them to take 
up their abode at his father's castle, wh»e they should 
be tfcated as friends lor his sake. Conrade, embrac- 
ing this generous youth, assured him that next to 
kis friend Gaiangula, he should ever esteem him as 
wordiy d beingclassed among his dearest associates. 

Hanima, the dan&hter of Silver Kettle, approach- 
ing Connde, offered likewise to receive such of the 
prisoners as would consent to reside with her mother 
and hersdf. Thb amiable young princess, whose du* 
tiSal and affectionate regard to her aged mother, and 
whose mild and engaging deportment to all the &ni- 
ilies of her tribe, had gained for her the title of " The 
FaithM Dove," possessed an influence with her &ther 
of which our hero was proud to avail himself in be- 
half of these prisoners. He had, indeed, previous to 
his departure from La Chine, calculated on her friend- 
i^p in behalf of the unfortunate Adelaide, and now 
that she had with her usnal gene r os i ty offered to re- 
eave under her care and protection, such of the pris- 
oners as would consent to reside with her, he thought 



this a fiiTotable opportunity for reoonunendinff toner 
f|wcial care the Chevalier Dubom;^ and his bdy. 



Taking the hand of this lovdy young Indian, and 
leading her to their presence, wer a brid' recital of 
the rescue of Addaide by her brother and himia<Jf, 
and wpbiniBg to her the reasons of their abaenoe^ he 
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introduced them tp her as the parents of that inter- 
esting yotm^ woman whom he hoped shortly to he- 
hold as firnuy united in friendship with her, as he 
himself was' with • the noble Garangula. Manima, 
embracing the venerable lady to whom she had been 
introduced, invited them to proceed with her to the 
castle of her father, and turning to Conrade, she 
modestly, though somewhat archly said, " Taracha- 
wagon ! you need not that I should invite you. You 
know that the doors of all our castles, and the hearts 
of all their inmates, are ever open to the noble and 
the brave" ; and taking Madame Dubourgh by the 
arm, she again turned to our hero and observed, that 
perhaps he would assist the Chevalier to reach their 
dwellmg, as doubtless he must be greatly fatigued. 
This venerable pair were thus supported bv two be- 
ings whose hearts appeared to be equally disposed to 
acts of humanity and benevolence to all mankind, but 
more particularly the distressed, and were by them 
conducted to the chief castle of the nation, where they 
were received by the mother of Manima with the ut-» 
most regard. 

The Five Nations, prior to the settlement of the 
Dutch at Manhattan, or New Amsterdam, now New 
York, as all other Indians of North America, were 
alike cruel and barbarous *^ toward those that do not, 
or can not resist them, such as women and children, 
and to their prisoners after they have them in their 
power." Their alliance with the Dutch, particularly 
Corlaer, of whom we have so frequently hinted, as 
also the pious Conrade, tended in time to soften the 
rigors of their cruelty to women and children, and to 
their prisoners. About this time, also, the French 
Jesuits had come among them with the view of in- 
structing them in the doctrines of the Roman Church, 
and although, as we have already seen, the treachery 
of the French had so disgusted the Indians of the Five 
Nations as to render the efforts of the priests ineffec- 
tual, as it regarded the nation ; stUl in several instan- 
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ces,ainoDg the aged men, and their principal women, 
the instruction of the French priests and of the Dutch 
Calyinists was not altogether in vain. 

Manima and her mother Sayad, formerly a princess 
of the Seneka tribe, were among the first of the Five 
Nations that had been impressed with the religion of 
the early Dutch settlers in their territories ; and the ex- 
emplary lives and honest conduct of these people, tend- 
ed greatly to strengthen these first impressions, which 
were further influenced by the French priests, and 
latterly confirmed by the preaching, or rather the ar- 

fiiments of the Yenerated sachem, now known as the 
agle of the Mohawks, on whose return from Eng- 
land ana France, after an absence of seven years, 
where he became confirmed in the christian religion, 
and to which he devoted his whole time and talents, 
he essayed to effect a change in regard to their wars, 
in which women and children were to be spared and 
prisoners to be treated with humanity, and either to 
ne exchanged, or else adopted by the nation. . 

His attempts to overcome the oarbarous customs of 
his late subjects proving ineffectual — at least not being 
generally adopted by the Five Nations — he renounced 
his military title and his sovereignty over them, and 
retired to a cave in the rock near the island of Podar, 
where he resided, and where he was frequently ap- 
plied to as the oracle of the nation. Occasionally this 
eminent servant of the cross journeyed from village 
to village, instructing^ them in the way of salvation; 
but such was the political state of the nation at that 
period, engaged in perpetual broils with the numer- 
ous tribes of Indians to the southwest and west, and 
with the French ; and to add to these difficulties the 
arrival and settlement of the English at the different 
establishments of Virginia, N^w England and New 
Hampshire, and other settlements, occasioning con- 
tinued uneasiness among^ them, his labors were un- 
successful with the adult warriors, who having to 
repel invading enemies, to revenge the insolence of 
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ir hostile foe, and to keep within cettain limits the 
transatlantic intruders on their soil, left them bat 
e time for listening to, and less opportunity^ for in- 
:igating and adopting his benevolent advice. It 
( only, therefore, among the female portion of 
late subjects, and the young men of his nation, 
k he had been able to discover any thing like the 
ts of his pious labors ; and among these Conrade 
Garangula, with his mother and sister, were con« 
uous. 

'he Chevalierand Madame Dnbourgh were soon 
rinced by their hospitable reception, and the pious 
ortment bf this family, that if they were not 
^ng Roman Catholics, tney were at least among 
igs who would do honor to any sect of professing 
stians in Christendom. Conrade having succeed* 

his entire satisfaction in rendering comfortable, 
only this venerable family, but all the prisoners, 
an now to think of visiting once more the village 
is earliest hopes and fears ; the sacred seat, de- 
e of all his sorrows, that contained all within it 
ch rendered life to him desirable. A dejection, 
ble to all his friends, but more particularly noticed 
;he gentle Manima, succeeded to the active bustle 

cheerful deportment of our hero on his arrival at 
lajoharie. 

*his affectionate young creature had Ipng and si- 
ly indulged the most sincere and ardent love for 
rade, but contrary to the usual custom of the In- 

1 females, she had concealed from every eye the 
et movements of her heart, and her conduct to- 
ds him appeared to every observer to indicate 
ling more than a warm friendship, common to all 
Indians of their nation, toward this meritorious 
th. Such a passion was therefore not suspected 
iny, not even by Conrade, whose whole soul seem- 
ibsorbed with the love of one object, to the entire 
[usioii of all others. Conrade sincerely loved (hfs 
able young Indian for her virtues, for aet cacAssX 
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and pioQs demeanor, but above all, because she was 
beloved by bis Wilhelmina ; had often shared in their 
sports and their pastimes in the proud little town of 
Schenectady, and with Margaret was esteemed the 
earliest and dearest companion of her infancy. This 
association of ideas, together with her own intrinsic 
merits, endeared her to Conrade, and he loved her, as 
he considered himself to be loved of her, as a sister, 
as a brother. Too much devoted to^ one object, too 
young and inexperienced in the art of love to detect 
Its first dawnings in the heart, or to perceive the slow 
but certain progress of this passion ; and she, con- 
scious of its existence and hoplessness, from the vis- 
ible attachment of Conrade to Wilhelmina, had re- 
solved that her friendship for them should triumph 
over her love. The occurrences which have been 
already mentioned in the early part of this narrative, 
had given rise to a hope that the rejection of Conrade 
by the proud father of Wilhelmina, might, by nut- 
ting an end to all his prospects of a union with her, 
induce him to bestow his affections upon another, in 
which event, she felt herself free to act independent- 
ly of the considerations which had heretofore restrain- 
ed her. 

The withdrawing himself, as it were, from the so- 
ciety of his friends at Schenectady, and becoming an 
adopted citizen of her nation, his veneration ,for the 
old sachem, but above all, his uncommon regard foi 
her beloved mother, were each and all of Uiese, so 
many foundations on which to build her hopes. 

It was common for such of the Europeans as were 
disposed to take wives from among tne Indians, to 
first settle amonff them, and by their assiduity and 
behavior, entitle themselves to tne confidence of the 
nation before their adoption. Conrade had done this. 
Nay more, he had enlisted himself with her brother, 
among the warriors of their tribes, and Conrade was 
too noble to disappoint the hopes or the hiffh expec- 
tations of hb new and zealous friends, who had, as 
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We have already seen, yielded points of national 
usages and honors, which had been denied to their 
abdicated monarch, the esteemed Ishnoojulutsche. All 
these considerations had their influence upon the mind, 
and. their effect upon the heart of the lovely Manima, 
who having now no positive obstade to her love, in- 
dulged it in all its hopes. 

The moon had, risen in all her majesty, and the 
mountains in the rear of the village, were reflecting 
her silvery beatns upon the vallies below. The cool- 
ing zephyrs were ever and anon gently ruffling the 
stagnant leaves of the poplars and maples of the 
fi^ove ; and the meandermg stream of tnci Canajo- 
harie creek, while gently gliding into the Mohawk 
river, lent its rippling music to the romantic scenes 
around- Conrade had paid his evening's visit, previous 
to his intended departure for Schenectady, to the 
French prisoners, at the residence of the young chief, 
and had apprised them of his journey ; he was on his 
return to the residence of Sayad, to complete his pre- 
parations, and to bid a short farewell to these amiable 
friends. His active and benevolent soul was absorb* 
ed with thoughts for the future comforts of the pris- 
oners, and with hopes that he should shortly be in 
the vicinity of that magic sphere, whose attractive in- 
fluence extended even to La Chine, whose power now 
attracted him with all his hopelessness into the vortex 
of despair. 

Engulfed as it were in the sable cloud of mind, 
which shut out f^r tBe moment all exterior objects 
and had turned his vision inward upon the heart, in 
which he beheld the idol of his love cradled therein, 
it is not surprising that the bashful, the timid, and 
agitated tongue, which pronounced, in accents soft and 
imld as the passing zephyr, Tarachawagon ! should 
have to repeat it a second— even a third time — be- 
fore it had fallen with suflicient force upon his locked 
ear, to gain admittance. 

** Lovely Manima," said he, abashed at his absence, 



904 isHNoojuLxmcHE; 

'< take my arm^ and let ue^ enjoy th^ delightful scene' 
ly between this and home, while we talk of my iA- 
ten^ed journey of to morrow." 

He felt the hand which he held in his to tremble ; 
he perceived the extreme agitation of his lovely com- 
panion, and looking in her face to inquire for the rea- 
son, he beheld by the light of the moon the teus 
glistening in her eye. 

" Alas !" cried he, " have I found in the amiable 
Manima a companion in sorrow? Tell me dear suf- 
ferer, the cause of these tears, and let me, if possible, 
by my sympathy make your sorrow less." 

"You are going to leave us," said she, in a voice 
scarce articulate, " to leave us in search of other and 
dearer friends ; perhaps again to reunite with those 
who may prevail upon you to renounce our society 
altoerether." 

"l^ever!" said Conrade, with an enthusiasm which 
satisfied the trembling listener of its sincerity, " never 
can I renounce the society of those who have given 
shelter to the houseless, and protection to the orphan 
Conrade. No, Manima, I can never think of aban- 
doning such society. The country of the Five Nations. 
is now my country ; their friends are my friends, as 
are their enemies mine." 

" Why, then, when you have just returned from 
the fatigue of a wearisome journey, and before you 
have time for recruiting your wasted strength, why 
leave us to return to Schenectady ^" 

Conrade was silent. He was well aware that the 
rejection of his pretensions to Wilhelmina was no se- 
cret at Canajoharie, and he admired the delicacy 
which his Indian friends had observed on this occa- 
sion, having never once hinted it to him ; for what- 
ever might have been their sentiments OQ this subject, 
they had kept these sentiments, together with the de- 
parture of his friends from Schenectady to the city, 
confined to their.own bosoms. Conrade was too can- 
did and honest to make use of falsehood to evade the 
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direct question, and to conceal his stifled, th'ough not 
extinguished love. 

Recovering himself, therefore, from the momenta- 
ry confusion which her unexpected inquiry had occa- 
sioned, he replied — "Were I to withhold from you 
the actual, though hopeless motive, which urges me 
to this precipitate journey, it would prove a want of 
confidence in you, foreign to my heart* You well 
k&ow, gentle Manima, the unhappy situation in which 
I have been platced, by the avance of the father of 
your, esteemed friend, and her subsequent coldness, 
which I have attributed to the obedience due to that 
father. These have conjointly driven me from the 
home of our infancy, to seek comfort and consolation 
among your friends. But they have not driven from 
the heart's recollection the image of that lovely be- 
mg, whose charms have, engraven themselves upon 
its tablet with an impression never to be erased." 

The young Indian remained silent, and Conrade, 
wholly occupied with the thoughts of his unfortunate 
attachment, which had transported him to the pres- 
ence' of his beloved, did not observe that thougn si- 
lent, she was sorrowful and weeping. He therefore 
continued — ^*' Shall I, because we are so circumstanc- 
ed as to preclude the possibility of hope, cease to love 
her ? No — that were impossible. The attachment 
which my heart has perfected for her, even under 
such circumstances, must last for ever. It can knbw 
no other love. And although her elevation in life, 
and my peculiar misfortunes have raised an almost in- 
surmountable barrier to every hope of our union, I 
may, and must be permitted to indulge in my despair- 
ing love." 

He was about to proceed, but his train of thoughts 
were suddenly arrested by the extreme agitation of 
his companion. 

Manima, having thus learnt the unconquerable at- 
tachment of Conrade for Wilhelmina, received at the 
same time the death blow to her hopes; and despite 
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of every efTort to subdue th'epaiafiil heayiugs of her 
\)osom, and to restrain her fast gathering tears, her 
Mffhs and tears flowed in quick succession to each 
other. 

" Alas!" said Conrade, " I find that my words hut 
increase those tears which I had hoped to have 
diverted by the recital of my sufl'erings. Indeed, I 
ought to have considered that the words of a hope- 
less lover, are likelier to excite, than to dispel the 
tears of sympathy from his friends." 

This paroxysm of love in which th€ themometer 
had ranged considerably above blood heat, exciting a 
temporary fever flush in the brain of our hero, afibrded 
the desponding maiden the happy opportunity of col- 
lecting herself in time suflicient to escape the small- 
est suspicion of her being otherwise interested in, or 
afi*ected by this discovery, than as a dear and inti- 
mate friend. 

** You have said truly, that the words of a hope- 
less lover are rather calculated to excite, than dispel 
the sympathetic tear of friendship," replied the yet 
agitated maiden. " I know what it is to feel the tor- 
turing agonies of a hopeless love, and can therefore 
truly, and djeeply, participate in your sorrows. And 
believe me, my noble young friend, that I greatly ad- 
mire and applaud your generous and manly constancy 
which is worthy of a happier fate. I know that you 
are going to unlade your heart, and to renew your 
vows at the shrine of that love. May your joumey 
be propitious ; my prayers w;ill accompany you, for 
* not to remember you with esteem and admiration 
would be ingratitude.' And be assured of a friend in 
^my brother, whatever be the destiny which may 
await you. For myself I can answer, that *in dis- 
tress no name will be more fondly recalled, no friend 
more truly welcome,' to the home and hearts of my 
family." 

She could add no more, the recurrence of thoughts 
.tending to the renewal of hex ^ttu^gles^ urged her to 
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nlenee, and she succeeded in obtaining for her friend- 
ship, its conAplete triumph over her love. . 
Uonrade was sensibly affected by this proof of a 
friendship so warm, so profound. That he did not dis- 
coYer in the expressions of that friendship those of the 
most ardent and refined love, is to be attributed to 
the influence of his own passion for an absent love, 
which commanded all his attention from present ob- 
jects. At any other time, and undf r any other circum- 
stances, he could scarcely have'failed of the discovery. 
Satisfied, therefore, that the sympathies and the (ears 
of his companion, were those of a genuine and sincere 
friendship, he thanked her for the kind interest which 
his unhappy attachment had awakened in her heart, 
assuring her, that he felt proud in classing among his 
dearest friends, the lovely Manima and her noble 
family^ ; and handing her in at the door of the castle, 
they joined in the conversation of the Chevalier Du- 
bourgh with the rest of the family^ and in which, love, 
driven as it were into its recesses of the heart, lay 
latent, to afford our distressed lovers an opportunity 
of mixing in the general enjoyment of that pleasure 
which appeared to be predominent in the counten- 
ances of every inmate of the castle. 
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CHAPTER XXI.. 



** If every one's internal etre, 

Were written on tlieir brow ; . 
How many would our pity share 

Who raise our onty now. 
The fktal aeeret when revealed, 

Of every aching breast ; 
Would prove, that only while concealed. 

Their lot appears the best." 



On the following morning the inhahitants of the 
town were all gathering around the castle in whioh 
our hero had lodged, for the purpose of takinc^ leave 
of him on his departure for Schenectady. His com- 
panions in arms, headed by their chief,. and accom- 
panied by the French prisoners, were in anxious wait- 
ing without the pallisades in front of the castle. The 
inhabitants had approached nearer, a;id were within 
the enclosure, impatient to manifest their esteem for 
their adopted friend and brother. Conrade appeared, 
and by a waive of the hand bid them welcome ; the 
air resounded with the acclamations of the Yo hah 
han ! and he passed through the ^les of his friends, 
giving and receiving the earnest of each other's friend- 
h^ regard. Madame Dubonrgh wept aloud on parting 
from the deliverer of her Adelaide, while the Cheva- 
lier silently embraced him in his arms. The Princess 
Manima having bid him a cordial adieu, retired to her 
chamber to give vent to feelings and to tears, she 
could no longer restrain. 

The cadets escorted our hero to the south fork of 
the Canajoharie, and the young chief Oghiogh-sheh 
eoabarked on board the little birch canoe, and accom- 
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panied him to its junetion with the north, when bid- 
ding him a friendly adieu, and renewinx^ his promise 
of protection to tne prisoners, he again landed and 
returned to his companions in waiting ; and Conrade 
was left alone to glide upon the bosom of his fiivorite 
stream, the Mohawk ; every bend of which recall- 
ed to his painfuU/^pleasing recollection the once hap- 
py years he had enjoyed on its banks, or its bosom, m 
the sports of ihe chase, or in angling, in company with 
the loved idol of his soul. Thus thinking, and every 
obiect awakening his tenderest recollections of her, 
wno though absent, might be said to be for ever pre- 
sent with him, he exclaimed — ^^ Absence ! O thou hi tter* 
sweet of Ipve — thou art made up of hopes and fears, 
and anxieties innumerable, which furnish ample ma- 
terials for mid- day dreams." Absence is Indeed the 
irue seasoh of dreaming;- for let the object of our 
heart's affection be absent, the imagination, the mind, 
I may say the soul or spirit, impatient flies with light- 
ning's speed, to mingle with its beloved, its kindred 
spirit, and leaves the bodv as it were inanimate^ 

It is unnecessary to detail the various thoughts 
which occupied our hero on his passage to his favor- 
ite little village; the truth is, we might find it a diffi- 
cult matter, attempting to pen the thousand unuttered 
thoughts that crowded his anxious mind on this voy- 
age of love ; the reader must remain satisfied with our 
conclusion ; which is, that he thought much and pro- 
foundly, and sighed deep and often, until, on the even- 
ing of the second day, he beheld in the distance the 
cottages of Schenectady peeping through the aper- 
tures of the luxuriant shrubbery of the margin of the 
Mohawk. At that sight the paddle had nearly fallen 
firom the hands, no longer able to guide it. His swel- 
ling heart leaped to his throat, as it were ; he was 
nearly suffocated with a sensation of nungled hopes 
and fears ; his knees, his whole frame trembled, and 
he was floating past the landing ; when, recover- 
ing himseB* from the overwhelmm§; infiaeace oC hi& 
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Cenrade had reached Schenectady in the hope of he^ 
holding the object of his hearths earliest affection. The 
disappointment^and contingent information^ had driven 
him to the threshold of despair ; tlie illusions of hope, 

Pointing, as it were, to the distant object, dispelled his 
espair,*bv again bringing the object within the reach 
of possibility ; and that which appeared possible to 
him, he determined should be accomplished. Thus 
tranquilized by these sweet illusions, he remained 
with his frioids for a week, by which time he calcu- 
lated the return of the army to the head quarters of 
the Mohawks, as also the arrival of Prince Garangula, 
with his lovely charge. He felt the necessity of his 
presence at Canajoharie in either event ; and entreat- 
ing his kind hostess to convey to him an account of 
every letter received from her daughter, he visited the 
&milies generally, interchanging with each individual 
a friendly farewell, with the hope that he should ere 
long be with them again ; and on the morning of the 
eighth day from his arrival, he embarked on board his 
little birch canoe,, on his way to the home of his 
adoption. 
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to the fast declining health of Wilhelmina; and her 
last related to their preparations fot a voyage to New 
Amsterdam ; as the physician at Albany^ pereeiving 
that the mountaiti air had no effect in removing her 
worst symptoms, had advised a trial of the sea air, 
which, together with the change of objects, might at 
least effect what medicine could not. And in a post- 
script to this letter, ^he ventured on observing, that it 
was her opinion, which, however she entreated her 
mother to consider as her unauthorized opinion, that 
her dear young friend was the victim of a hopeless 

Eassion, and added — " Once, only, I heard her inquire 
ow long it would be bef(^e the army of the Five Na- 
tions would return to their settlements, and whether 
Conrade would return with them." 

She then condescends to think of me, he said in a 
secret whisper to his heart, as he read this passage. She 
condescends to mention my nanie in her kind inquiry. 
But alas ! what avails it. She is now in the gay cir- 
cles of the flourishing city; in the midst of her weal- 
thy friends ; perhaps even now the joyous bride of the 
rich Jacob, the elect of her father ! Does she think of 
me nowl ! no ; it were more than his affectionate 
heart dared to hope ; and he could only console him- 
self with the consideration, that to hear, to know, or 
to see his Wilhelmina happy, would be, to see him- 
self without another wish. But her health, the re- 
flection that one so young and lately so healthy, should 
be already on the decline, changed the tenor of his 
thoughts, and made him tremble at the supposition 
that ill all probability he had seen her for the last 
time. He resolved, therefore, on obtaining leave of 
absence from the chief of the nation, and to proceed 
to the town of New Amsterdam immediately after the 
return of the army from Canada. 

O ! how poweiitul are the sweet illusions of hope. 
He had no sooner come to this resolution, than a tran- 
quillity of soul brightened his countenance. Who 
dare deny that man is ^ creature of imagination 1 
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ory of diseases, in addition to bis other coQegiftte 
studies, and adthough until his arrival at Albany, he 
had never prescribed a dose of medicine, not being 
willing to infringe upon the peculiar province of the 
Acuity while in Europe ; in America, he was com- 
pelled to practise law^ physic aa^ divinity ; for at the 
period of nis entrance into the society at Albany, the 
people were so blest by their virtues and their hon- 
esty, as to have raised a powerful barrier against the 
hopes of lawyers ; their little disputes beinjo;; always 
referred to their esteemed Domine,. whose decision was 
as determinate as if it had been pronounced by. the 
ablest judge in Christendom. From several years 
residence at Albany, he became of necessity a pra^ 
tisins^ physician, for the same barrier which excluded 
the lawyer, operated with equal force against the 
physician. As yet, the mammbn of unri^teousness 
had not accumulated in sufficient quantity to allure 
the members of either of these professions to leave 
their golden prospects in the Old, to hazard a doubt- 
ful and unpromising success in the New World. Re^ 
ligion, pure, vital and evangelical religion alone, whose 
benign influences are equalty felt in the wilderness 
cottage, as in the gilded Cathedral, to l^earts solely 
devoted to the love of Grod and the salvation of souls, 
found no barrier to hinder the entrance of its devoted 
servants, of which class was the eminent divine of 
whom we are now writing. 

Such a divine, such a physician, could not fail of 
being pre-eminently useful to the heart-sick Wilhel- 
mina. With the dignity becoming his holy office ; a 
dignity ornamented with christkn humility; he en- 
tered the chamber of the sick, pronouncing his bene- 
diction as he entered ; and seating himself by the 
patient, in a voice expressive of heartfelt sympathy, 
ne questioned her as to her feelings ; then takinsf her 
wrist and closing his eyes in order to exclude all ex- 
ternal objects from diverting his mind from the pul- 
sations of the artery, after a profound study of three 



r 



on tSE EAGLE OF THE HORAWXS. 315 

mkiQteS) he removed his hand from that to the other 

wrist, and haying satisfied himself as to the state of 

the pulse, which, taken in connexion with the remote 

and proximate causes, enabled him to form something 

like a prognosis. He informed her anxious parents 

that in consequence of her previous constitution and 

youth, notwithstanding the violence of the disease,' 

^ there was every thing to hope ; although he felt it to 

be his duty to apprise them, that in aSfording them 

j the consolation of hope, it was necessary to add the 

I necessity of their unremitted attention to their nurs- 

t ing, which was indeed of equal, if not greater impor- 

^ tance in the cure of diseases, than the skill of the 

physician. 

O ! how would the immortal Cullen, the enlight- 
ened Rush, or the eccentric Brown, have stared with 
astonishment at the prescriptions of this patriarchal 
physician, who had no medicine but such as the sur« 
rounding woods alTorded — 

Ne jalapii-rne calomolamM* 

Ne acetis plumbi ; 
Sed Polygala e Senogos, 

£t Spirea Trifoliati ! 

No doubt the envy or the spleen of some of the 
^ faculty" would cause them to pronounce with Gar- 
rick of old, with a slight alterauon of words — 

^ ** For Physic and Sermoo*, his ecjaal there scarce is ; 

^ His Sermons are Physic, his Physic a Farce is." 

The judicious administration of the spirea, known 
by the provincial name of Indian physic, and the sub- 
sequent use of the polygala or seneka snake root, com^ 
bined with the leaves of the cassia marilandica, or 
' Indian senna, all of them indigenous to the country 

of the Five Nations, produced in the course of a few 
^ days the pleasing result expected by the attentive 
i physician, who, from the regularity of the paroxysms, 
S the softness and evenness of the pulse, the moisture 
I of the skin, the brilliance of the eye, and the clearness 
of the tongue, found it necessary to decline the deple- 
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ting, and to resort to the tonic plan of treatment As 
a substitute for the cinchona, this judicious practitioher 
exhibited a decoction of the bark of the root of the 
comus sericea, or swamp dogwood, called by the na- 
tives, kin-ni-ka-nich ; from which native term no 
doubt our modem and learned manufacturers of new 
terms, derived their elegant and scientific appellations 
of kin-kina, quinquina,- quinine, cinchonine, etc. etc. 

On the tenth morning our heroine was pronounced 
convalescent, and her anxious parents had the happi- 
ness of beholding once more the cherished daughter 
of their heart able to take exercise about her chamber. 
And it is due to them, to their kind hostess, and to the 
faithful Margaret, to declare, that in point of watch- 
ful, anxious attendance, no patient had ever been more 
faithfully nursed, nor has ever the prescriptions of a 
physician been more faithfully administered than in 
the present case ; and it may with truth be said, never 
was patient more worthy of the sympathies and love 
of friends ; or more deserving the professional exer- 
tions of this disciple of EsculapiUs, than was the lovely 
Wilhelmina ; who on the Sabbath of the following 
week, being the fifteenth day from her illness, made 
her first public appearance in the neat little Dutch 
church at Albany, to retum her earnest thanks to the 
Supreme, for the recoverv of her health ; and after 
service, she, together with her^arents, retired to the 
parsonage, where they partook pf a substantial dinner 
with their worthy pastor and attentive friend, renew- 
ing the ofierings of their grateful hearts to the source 
of all good. 

After dinner, the l>omine, as he was commonly 
called, prepared for retiring to his study, inviting the 
Squire to accompany him, and placing in the hands 
of the lovely convalescent, Lutner's German iransla- 
tioQ of the New Testament ; apologizing to the ladies, 
he took the arm of his guest and led him into his 
small but valuable library, where, being seated, he 
apprised him, that there was much remaining to be 
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done toward the restoration of his daughter to perfect 
health. He had diseovered, within the last few days, 
a hectic flush upon her cheek, which had given him 
cause to Suspect, that her late serious indisposition had 
grown out of some latent or hidden disease of the 
mind; or else, from visceral affections threatening 
pulmonary disease ; in either of which cases, a change 
of air and climate were of the first importance. A 
voyage to New Amsterdam, from whence she might 
make frequent excursions on the Island of Nassau, 
now known as Long Island, to the sea shore ; which, 
together with the advantages of sea air, superadded 
the agreeable variety of ol^ects that every where pre- 
sented themselves in this romantic country to the eye, 
and the mind of the traveler. This judicious advice 
was concluded by the very flattering remark, that the 
life of such an exemplary child was worth preserving 
at the expose of every effort, and of every pecuniary 
sacrifice. 

The morning following. Squire Eieft communicated 
to his hostess, and to his wife, the fears of the Dom- 
ine, and the necessity he would be under of hastening 
his voyage to the sea shore. Active preparations were 
theremje engaged in for making this a voyage of profit 
as well asrof pleasure and convenience. For this pur- 
pose a sloop was laded with fur, a trade exceeding 
lucrative in these early days, and of which the Squire 
had purchased a. cargo- from the traders, at a price 
whicn insured him a princely profit. While tnese 

E reparations were in forwardness, Wilhelmina with 
er inseparable companion, Margaret, repaired every 
evening to the banks of the Hudson, where it was 
observed she constantly turned her looks toward the 
home of her infancy, and by the motion of her arms, 
would seem to be embracing in imagination the dear 
friends of her early youth. She would return pen- 
sively to the society of her friends, and yield herself 
to the soft and pleasing images of hope. 
It unfortunately happened that at tnis time all the 
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leading and influential cbaractere of Albany, in con- 
formity with their usual custom, had gone to New 
York, or as it was still called by the Batch, New 
Amsterdam, among whom was the amiable, the in- 
comparable Mrs. Schuyler, of whose character it is 
impossible to speak in terms appropriate to her merits. 
She was — though at this period but a young wife, 
having been united to her cousin Philip but seven 
years — ranked among the most learned, prudent and 
discreet wives in America ; her society was univer- 
sally coveted by all, both at Albany and at Amster- 
dam ; and happy indeed were those who could enjoy 
an hour of her mstructive and delightful conversation. 
The Domine regretted exceedingly the absence of hi^ 
beloved benefactress, i/^hose society would have proved 
a cordial to the drooping spirits of his &ir patient, but 
as it had so happened, it was only to be remedied by 
the introduction of such company as the n^re of ber 
violent fever would justify. On her recovery, several 
of the ladies who had previously visited her during 
her illness, now frequently called of ah afternoon to 
compliment her on her recovery, and to convince ber, 
that though among strangers, they were disposed to 
render her stay among them as agreeable as possible. 
Among the congratulatory visitors of our fair hero- 
ine, the sprightly and agreeaUe Alicia Bamstein had 
ingratiated herself into her particular esteem. She 
had been one of the company, for several seasons, on 
the annual visits of the upper settlers to the growing 
. metropolis; had contracted acquaintances among the 
fashionables of that city, and had danced at a ball with 
Yakup Stuy vesant, who was accounted the first dan- 
cer in New Amsterdam. From this agreeable and 
communicative young companion, during their after- 
noon's sittings under the portico of Madame Kohler's 
residence, Wilhelmina obtained a considerable share 
of information with regard to the inviting scenes io 
the passage of the Hudson ; in relation to the city, 
where all the law courts were held, and where all tJie 
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important busioess of the colony was transacted ; but 
above all, the charming society of ihe young people, 
whose refinement and polish added to their irank ana 
easv manners, rendered one perfectly at home in the 
midst of a strange land. And then there was tbe 
delightful excursion to New Utrecht, on Long Island, 
the general resort of the citizens for sea bathmg and 
sea air. 

** There," said the enthusiastic Alicia, " you will 
have the sublime view of the Atlantic ocean, where, 
with the exception of Sandy Hook, and a few points 
to the south aud east, you appear, while gazmg on 
the vast expanse of waters, to be looking into eternity." 

" It must indeed bean interesting sight," said Wil- 
helmina ; *^ but then it will be going so far from one's 
home, where we leave behind us so many objects of 
tender recollection and solicitude." 

"Oh ! yes," replied the vivacious Alicia ; " but then 
we have the consolation of acquiring new objects of 
esteem, that will repay us, at least m some degree, 
for the privation of the old." 

" That depends on circumstances," replied Wilhel- 
mina. " Old friends are generally tried friends, on 
whom we can rely with some confidence. The case 
is widely different with new ; for with these we have 
to learn by an experience that can not be acquired in 
a visit, but which should be the result of years, the 
stability of their professions, and our consequent con- 
fidence in them." 

" Well, well," said the volatile girl, who had been 
taught her part by the judicious Freylinghausen, that 
of diverting his convalescent patient from the melan- 
choly so visible to all her friends, " I should willingly 
forego the pleasure of the society of old friends, for 
one short season at least, for the sublime pleasure of 
passing from Albany to New Amsterdam, and from 
thence.to New Utrecht, or !he Wallaboght." 

" I can scarcely conceive of scenes more romantic 
and sublime," replied Wilhelmina, " than those which 
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oor own moantain sceneiy affords. It appears to roe 
that nothing can excel the beauties of those presented 
by onr inland sea, the great Champlain, with the ro- 
mantic iskind of Podar. Then there is our lovely Mo- 
hawk, meandering through forests and groyes of the 
most picturesque grandeur, from the C^ajohaiie to 
Schenectady, and thence to the lovdy Green^ivood Is- 
land ; presenting in its whole course a variety of rural 
beauties that are not to be excelled, in my opinion, by 
any which may offer themselves in any other part ox 
the colony." 

** I admit the justice of your remark," said Alicia, 
" as far as it applies to inland scenery, where we be- 
hold the vast chain of mountains, ascending step by 
step to the very clouds of heaven, and sporting at 
the same time, the variegated colors of the various 
trees, shrubs and flowers, that adhere to their bases, 
cling to their sides, or shoot out of their summits. All 
this, I grant you, is sublime ; but the eye soon grows 
weary in gazing on the same object continually with- 
out change ; for when yon look at the mountains a 
year hence, they are the same they were the year 
before. Even the lovely Passaic, destined to afford 
subject matter for the pen of future poets and histo- 
rians, though grand beyond description, falls far short 
of the interest which is excited, by the view of the 
Atlantic, when her stubborn waves are lashed into 
myriads of moving mountains, by the surly north- 
wester. Believe me, my young friend, not all the 
mountains from Massachusetts to Orleans, with all 
their beautiful scenery, can produce so awfully grand, 
so fearfully sublime, and so permanently impres^ve 
an idea of the majesty and power of the Supreme, as 
one storm of the Atlantic, even though beheld at a 
distance, and on terra firma. - But you are going for 
the benefit of the sea air, and sea bathing, and I must 
not deprive you of the novelty of the scenery, by a 
description offered in advance of your expectations. I 
rest perfectly satisfied, that on your return you will 
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acknowledge with me, that of all things in the world, 
a storm at sea is among the most awfully sublime 
scenes of nature.^' 

" I wish," said Wilhelmiba, *' that if such a storm 
should happen while I am on the sea-board, that I 
could have you with me, to enjoy a scene which ap- 
pears so dear to your recollection." 

The yeneral^le Madame Kohler now summoned our 
young friends to the evening's repast, after which, the 
conversation turned upon the subject matters of their 
embarkatiqn on the morrow. The Squire informing 
his friends that all things were in readiness for their 
reception on board, and that they would leave Albany 
on the rising of the j^un, of the following morning. 
Alicia remained all night with her lovely companion, 
in order to enjoy as much as possible the company of 
one who had become dearer to her with every hour's 
increasing acquaintance. Margaret ha^ retired to pen 
the last letter from Albany to her mother, which letter 
we have already noticed, as the one which Madame 
Erautzer had handed to Conrad e on his recent visit to 
Schenectady. Wilhelmina accompanied by her fair 
friend, commenced there-packing oi her trunks, which 
having completed to her satisfaction, they retired 
early to rest, that she might be ready in the morning 
for an early embarkation. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



-'* Oigantic, Tast» 



O'enhadowinf mouatains soar, invested thick 
Their shaggy waists, and to their summita far 
A wilderness unboiinded to the eye* 
Profase-and pathless, unsubdued by toil. 
Diminutive beneath, the Hudson, deep, 
Coerced by rocks, and silent^ penetrates 
The solitudinoas, and woodland scene." 

M'KlNNOIt. 



The venerable Freylinghatfsen, accompanied bv the 
neighbors, arrived at the house of Madame Eohler in 
sumcient time to bid their friends a faithful adieu, ac- 
companied by his truly Christian benediction. Taking 
Wilhelmina by the hand, he said, in tones of deep 
feeling, " Daughter ! I have discovered on your noble 
yet meek countenance, the traces of a deep and 
wasting melancholy ; you have no doubt loved, and 
have been doomed, even in your early youth, to en- 
dure the afflictions consequent upon protracted hopes. 
O, sovereign Lord !" c6n tinned ne, lifting his venera- 
ble eyes to heaven, " watch, I entreat thee, over this 
stricken lamb ; may the angel of thy peace protect 
and guide her to health, and the completion of happi- 
ness. Preserve her from the perils of the waters, and 
convey her in safety, and in safety return her to the 
the bosom of her friends, to the accomplishment of 
the wish dearest to her heart." He ceased, and tum- 
ing on her his eyes, moistened with the tears of pious 
sympathy, with a cordial grasp of the hand, he re- 
signed her to the protection of that God on whom all 
his hopes were established. The trembling Wilhel- 
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mina, incapable of uttering the gratitude of her feel- 
ing and affectionate heart with her lips, by her looks 
assured him, that she fully appreciated the kind in- 
terest which he had taken in her bodily as well as 
her mental sufferings. The passengers, interchanging 
with their friends the affectionate adieu, were soon 
seated utider the awning of the sloop, and were fast 
gliding down the ebbing ti^e ot the Hudson, and 
soon were beyond the ken of those who had remained 
on its landing, to see the last token made by the wa- 
ving handkerchiefs of their friends. 

To the observant eye of the naturalist, the passage of 
the Hudson, from Albany to New Amsterdam, is full 
of interest. This majestic stream, passing .those 
ranges of mountains term^ed the Blue Mountains, and 
the Rockland Chain, neither of which appear to offer 
any impediment to its course, glides along increasing 
in widtn until it reaches the site on which New Wind- 
sor is now located. Here it narrows its surface, and 
passing over be^s of granite, which; during the lapse 
of ages it has been deepening, it seeks its way to the 
ocean. At PoUepeys Island, and Stony Point, the 
the rocky barriers have been cleft as it were to their 
foundations^ leaving a free and sufficient channel for 
the march of its majestic sjream between them. " On 
the rugged sides of this passage, the traveller explores 
the internal stratafication of the region to the greatest 
advantage, while his eye ranges over the picturesque 
and sublime landscape scenery above and below West 
Point, on the west, and Peekskill on the east, with 
increasing admiration and delight. He beholds ma- 
rine plants, growing near the river's edge, apd salt 
water in this inland situation, bathing the foot of 
the mountains ; and he becomes convinced, that the 
deep channel which the river has formed for itself, 
through its rocky barriers, is a greater and more ad- 
mirable work of nature, than all the cataracts af- 
ford." 

Our passengers enjoyed to the full the grand ai 
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picturesque beauties of the spreadiag scene. They did 
not view them, however, with the keen eyes of natu- 
ralists, but as travellers, having each a aistant and 
distinct object in view ; hence our manuscript has 
been deficient in such, details as might prove interest- 
ing, to the immortal Mitchell, or the industrious. 
Cleaveland, and we are only enabled to state, that our 
adventurers arrived in safety at the embryo emporium 
of the western world, on the fifth day of their voy- 
age ; that the wealthv Squire added profusely to his 
riches, in the profitable discharge of his peltry ; and 
that himself and family were comfortably lodged at a 
private house in Cortlandt street, where they were 
visited and welcomed by the impatient Yakup, whose 
polite behavior and modest demeanor toward her, 
convinced Wilhelmina that he was a person of no or- 
dinary character; and before she had allowed him, 
lime, according to the etiquette observed on such oc- 
casions, to maKe formal advances toward matrimony, 
she had determined that cousin Yakup had qualities 
that might make any other individual in the world, 
but herself, happy. 

Their stay in the city was short; the health of the 
invalid being now the only consideration with her 
parents, they discussed with this man of business the 
best watering places on the coast. All things consid- 
ered, Rockaway was determined on in preference to 
New Utrecht, as at the former place, there is an op- 
portunity of indulging, with ease and safety, exercise 
either on foot, on horseback, or in a carriage, the 
country being perfectly level and free from stones ; 
and, acccording to the opinion of judges, it was con- 
sidered the finest place for bathing in the surf, that is 
to be found in any place on earth ; added to which, 
the ocean prospect is superb; and beings within vie^ 
of Sandy Hook and the Neversink Hills, all vessels ** 
passing to or from the little emporium, were to be ' 
distinctly seen, affording as it were, a moveable scene- 
ry to the permanent views of this enchanting sittfa- 
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Jion. To the ungler it afforded prospects of a rich 
repast in the ac^jomioff bay, where promsions of king- 
fish, sheepshead, and blackfish, are readily takea, both 
with hook and line, or with the seine : the fowler 
might also find abundant game in the vast flocks of 
8ni{)es, ducks, and plover. In short, Rookaway offered, 
in its variety of solid ^tifications, its amusements, 
and its salubrity of air, advantages to our invalid 
which it was conceived were not to be epcceeded, if 
equalled, by- any other situation on the seacoast of 
Nassau Island ; add to this delightful place was our 
heroine conveyed, across the East river m a delightful 
sail-boat, and from thence bv land in an easy traveling 
chair, escorted by her gallant young relation, who 
became more and more enamoured of her every suc- 
ceeding interview. 

The Squire, his lady, with Margaret, her doughty 
husband, followed in the rear, in a kind of truck 
wagon, in which also were stowed the necessary 
utensils and provisions suitable for the occasion. It 
was the best kind of vehicle that could be procured 
^t that period, for a coach, as a person has tritely ob- 
served, ** indeed, a coach was a strange monster in 
those days, and the sight of one put both horse and 
p3an into amazemenL Some said it was a great crab- 
shell, brought out from China, and some imagined it 
to be one of the pa^^an temples; in which the canni- 
bals adored the devil.^*^ And the first cpvered truck 
wagon that made its appearance in the New Nether- 
lands, was supposed by some of the Dutch sailors to 
be a moveable kabol, or ice-cream house, imported 
firom Ispahan in Persia, as a present to the superin- 
tendant of the Dutch West India Company, then go- 
vernor of New Amsterdam ! 

Arriving at Rockaway, the industrious Hans Dei- 
derich, assisted by the Squire and his relative, erected 
a tent for their accommodation, of the sails of tSo 
sloop, now laid up in ordinary until their return ;- 
while they were employed in this important task^ 
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melancholy VVilhelmina, with her mother and Mar- 
garet, were absorbed in wonder at the vast extent of 
the ocean, its rolling waves, and the shrill music of 
the winds, which, together with the sullen murmur of 
the receding surf, produced an effect so solemn upon 
her inexperienced heart as to call forth a flooij of irre- 
pressible tears. She remaiued for some time immove- 
able; a sentiment purely and altogether religious oc- 
cupied her heart, the dearest objects in life were, for 
a moment, effaced as it were from her memory. She 
became lost in surprise and admiration; for, "every 
terrestrial thought fled fiom her as a dream, before 
this vast element which so powerfully proclaimed the 
immensity and glory of the Crfeator !" She appeared 
indeed to consider the apparently boundless space of 
the ocean as an emblem of never ending eternity. 

The tent and its accommodations being completed, 
Mr. Stuyvesant approached, and welcomed her to the 
site on which he noped she would shortly recover her 
heaith and spirits; and added, that under existing 
circumstances, his stay would be both improper and 
intrusive ; that he should, howev^, do himself the 
pleasure of occasionally riding over to see them, and 
should take the liberty of sending from the city regu- 
lar supplies of such articles as were indispensably ne- 
cessary to a situation such as theirs. Taking a poHte 
leave of the family, and directing Hans Deidench to 
act the part of a faithful sentinel, this worthy young 
citizen retumed toward New Amsterdam, leaving his 
newly discovered relatives proud of their alliance 
with one so eminently entitled to the character of the 
fine gentleman. 

" Well, Carl,' said the old Squire, " what do you 
think of Cousin Yakup ?" 

" That he is an honor to his relations, and an orna- 
ment to his friends." 

" Yes, mine Wilhelmina ; and he will make a pro- 
vident husband for any girl who is so wise as to have 
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*' Yes, I' believe he will make a good husl^nd, an 
agreeable companion, and a prudent housekeeper.'' 

" And if Cousin Yakup were to ask you for his 
wife, you would not surely refuse him?" 

"Yes, my dearest father, I would refuse him, and 
every similar offer from an^ other man, so long as 
I remain attached to one object, and while that ob- 
ject lives." 

" Well, well, you are free to act agreeably to your 
own inclination, and m]r unrepented promise to you 
at Schenectady. But it is wonderiul tnat you should 
place your affections upon one who has not taken the 
pains to let you hear from him in some way or other, 
oy this time I" 

"Ah! my father," cried the affected girl, "you 
wrong my Conrade ; yes, greatly wrong him. Driven 
by the cold and repulsive treatment which my obedi- 
ence to your commands compelled me to adopt toward 
him, and unable to endure the agonies of a hopeless 
passion, he has fled from scenes that could not fail of 
awakening him, at every turn, ta the mortifying re- 
flection, that because of his poverty, he was treated 
with a coldness unworthy the. friendship that had 
matured itself with our increasing years, to a passion 
the Qpblest of its kind. That he still cherishes this 
saored passion in his heart, despite of the unmerited 
coldness of my family toward him, I am satisfied ; 
that he has not taken steps that would enable his 
friends to learn his present situation, is not wonder- 
ful ; indeed, when we consider the destination of the 
warriors, the distance and the dangers of the theatre 
of war, our own absence from home, and the difficulty, 
if not utter impracticability, of conveying intelligence, , 
it would be more wonderral if we should gun any in- 
formation at all until the return ot the warriors from 
Canada." 

" Indeed, my chiild, you say very true ; I did not 
calculate on these thin^, as you have done." 

"No, my dear," rejomed Madame i(iell, "you caa 
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more readily calculate on things visible, and that are 
to be boaght and sold, than on things, irhich, Uiough 
not seen, are nevertheless readily calculated by such'* 
as feel a deep interest in them." 

'* Ah ! well,^ said the Squire, ** I will leave you and 
Wilhelmina to calculate on the invisible things; 
while Hans and myself, at the dinner table, will ^- 
culate how many sheepshead we have earned by an 
hour's anglins in the bay." 

A week rolled rapidly over the heads of our sojour- ^ 
ners at the seashore, without any occurrence worthy 
of note, except that Mr. Stuyvesant had twice favored 
them with a visit, and discovered that his fair kins^ 
woman had certainly benefited greatly by the air of 
Rockaway ; and hinted to her that he anticipated the 
agreeable pleasure of beholding her, in a few more 
weeks, vieing with the first belles of the city for 
health and beauty. Wilhelmina thanked him for his 
friendly anticipations, and was about to accuse him. of 
the guilt of flattery, when she was interrupted by the 
entrance into the tent of the Squire, and his squire, 
loaded with wild duck, which they had acquired in 
their hour's excursion. Having handed them to Mar- 

faret, to be prepared for dinner, the Squire approached 
is relative, and giving him a hearty shake of the 
hand, inquired the news of the day. 

"There has been a happy winafell for one of your 
townsmen, provided the sudden transition from pov- 
erty to untold wealth, does not deprive the individual 
of his reason." 

Here the Squire approached nearer to his kinsman, 
and winking at his spouse at the same time, to con- 
vince her that he knew the luckv individual, inquired 
who among his townsmen he alluded to. 

" The Dutch packet from Holland has brought a 
commission from the Stadtholder, declaring as next at 
kin to the late Baron Weisse, Conrade, the son of 
Caspar Weisse, of Schenectady, the lawful heir, in- 
vestmg him with the estate^ together with the title 



OR THE EAGLE OF THE MOHAWKS. • 1^29 

of BaroD, «ind appoiating him to the office of burgo- 
master, aiid a member of the council, oa the part of 
Ae Dutch West India Company.". 

Squire Eieft eyed his daughter with the penetra- 
ting eye of a hawk,^ during this gratifying recital, but 
his gaze was in vain ; he could detect no evidence in 
her countenance indicative of the sins of pride or 
vanity ; but could he have seen or felt what was 
passing in her heart, he would have found it occupied 
m venting its silent and solemn aspiratians of praise 
to her Creator, for bestowing both riches and honors « 
upon one so worthy of their possession. 

The impatient lather, unable to restrain his joy, 
demanded of his daughter her opinion as to the enect 
this sudden change of fortune would have upon her 
young friend. Wilhelmina considering it necessary 
to guard her expressions, replied ,that it was impossi- 
ble to say what the effect would be ; but that if she 
were to draw her concl^usions, from the knowledge of 
his character, which years of youthful intimacy had 
gradually developed to her view, she had strOng rea- 
sons for presummg that no individual of their little 
community could better sustain so extraordinary a 
transition than Conrade. 

" You have then an exalted opinion of the young 
Baron," said Mr. Stuyvesant to Wilhelmina. 

" Should he be alive," replied she, " your generous 
candor, on an intimate acquaintance with him, will 
induce you to join with me in that opinion." 

" Alive !" said he. *^ Is there any caus^ for the con- 
trary opinion ?" 

"Much, for before we left homc^be had entered as 
a cadet in the army of the Five Nations.; with whom 
he had marched to Canada.^' 

^* A rash and dangerous undertaking, truly ; and 
astonishing, for a youtli of his age. By-the>by," said 
he, as if suddenly recollecting himself, " we have re- 
ceived news by a trader from the Seneka towns, of 
the triumph of Silver Kettle, over the, combined ar- 
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mies of the Adirondaichs and Qaatoghies ; and of a 
dread^l massacre of tbe French at ^a Chine, and the 
arrival of many Ftench prisoners at Canajoharie, un- 
der the escort of the cadets." 

Here, indeed, if an eye less keen than that of a 
hawk, had been glanced toward our heroine, a hectic 
flash would have been seen mantling itself on her 
cheeks as lovely as the first blush of morning in the 
spring. 

The gleam of hope that shot across her heart at 
the idea of the return of Conrade to the colony, was 
bat of momentary duration. . The bare suspicion of a 
neglect on the part of an avowed lover, even though 
that lover has been repulsed, is a crime of too great 
magnitude to be easily overlooked, especially by 
Woman ; for ** few women know how to conceal suc- 
cessful love ; but none can conceal their doubts, re- 
sentments, and jealousies.*' Had Conrade actually 
returned, and had he made no eObrt to apprise his 
friends of that return ? But perhaps he had reasons for 
this silence. What encouragemept had these friends 
given him that was favorable to a correspondeoce of 
that nature ? But again, he had always expressed an 
unalterable friendship and regard for her, which he 
had vowed no time nor circumstances should change; 
and though he had been indirectly forbidden tp love, 
he ou^ht yet to esteem her as a friend, that would at 
least be pleased to hear of his safe return from an 
enterprize of danger. 

Mr. Stuyvesant's next visit to the encampment, 
removed tauch of the jealous disquiet of our heroine. 
He delivered a letter to Margaret from, her mother, 
which contained the pleasing intelligence of Conrade*s 
having remained a week at Schenectady, during 
which time he had given the most unequivocal prooK 
of an unbounded attachment for an absent member of 
their little community ; that he had returned to Cana- 
joharie, to await the arrival of the warriors from the 
north, to attend the grand council during their debate 
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with regard to the UDfortuimte French prisooera, and 
that he sboold return to Schenectady sometime in 
September, on a renewed visit to his friends. 

It was now August, and Wilhelmina determined 
with herself that she would be well enough to leave 

Rockaway in a fortnight, or at all events, in a 

time to be at Schenectady on the return of Conrade. 
This, however, is to be received as a secret determi- 
nation, a kind of silent agreement between her heart 
and herself, with which neither her parents, her 
friends, Mr. Stuyvesant, nor you, nor I, reader, have 
anything to do. But we are all permitted to share in 
the wonderful effects that followed the intelligence 
conveyed by this talismanic letter. Wilhelmina be- 
came lively, cheerful, communicative; her cheeks 
began again to assume their wonted rose, her lips 
their cherry red ; insomuch that Mr. Stuyvesant could 
not help exclaiming, *'• Oh, the wonderful virtues of 
the air and the waters of Rockaway !" 

No doubt our readers have been expecting, at every 
page, to read a formal avowal of this gentleman's 
addresses to our fair heroine. That they will not be 
pfratified with such an avowal, is no fault of ours, and 
is to be attributed wholly to the policy of Squire 
Eieft, whose weight was always added to the pre- 
ponderating scale. In a walk on the smooth beach of 
Rockaway, this considerate parent communicated to 
his relative the prior attachment of his daughter to 
the now Baron Weisse, of Weisseburgh, in Holland ; 
and that he had sanctioned her in her attachment, 
and could, therefore, exercise no influence in behalf 
of his cousin Stuyvesant; though he had always pre- 
ferred him to the Baron—*" that is," whispered an in- 
visible speaker, '* as long as the wealth and title of 
Conrade were shrouded in seeming poverty." 

Mr. Stuyvesant very sincerely congratulated his 
kinsman on the advantageous prospects which this 
contemplated alliance afforded, and assured him, that 
though greatly disappointed in his hopes, he should, 
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notwithstandiog, always consider himself highly hon- 
ored as the very sincere friend of himself and his 
lovely daughter, whose acquaintance he should now 
more than ever sedulously cultivate ; and returning to 
the tent, with the familiarity of an old friend, he took 
the hand of our heroine, and remarked with some 
vivacity : " Cousin Wilhelmina, the agreeahle intelli- 
gence of to-day makes us friends forever : consider 
me henceforth in that character, and I shall make it 
my unremitting business to.be worthy of your ear 
teem." 

**I feel myself under weighty obligations to you, 
my esteemea kinsman," said the blushing girl, *' and 
had, from the first moment of my introduction to you, 
numbered you among my friends." 

" No more !" said he, with an arch look, that caused 
her blushes to diffuse themselves widely and profuse- 
ly, not alone on her cheeks, but her ivory face and 
neck— while he repeated the provoking question— 
" No more, Cousin Wilhelmina ?" 

Mrs. Eieft, perceiving the embarrassment of Jier 
daughter, at the mischievous, pr&voking question of 
Stuvvesant, though of a most taciturn dispositioot 
could not resist the temptation to retort upon the 
saucy merchant Bridling up her countenance to a 
look of anticipated triumph, which convinced the good 
old Squire that she was about to give the merchant- 
man a broadside, he prepared himself for the issue, 
winking all the time at his unconscious daughter to 
note her welL " No more! Cousin Yakup, no more! 
What more could you expect from her at first sight? 
Surely, my Wilhelmtna has complimented you highly 
in her aclmowledgment of having numbered you witn 
her friends, from the laoment of her introduction to 
you. But, forsooth, like all the rest of your vain sex, 
who have any pretensions to a tolerable face, you 
expect the dear creatures of our sex to fall in lore 
with you off-hand, not content with tolerating you as 
tb^ir friends." 
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^ I acknowledge the justice of your remarks, mj 
dear aunt," replied this vivacious young man; **! 
had indeed the vanity to suppose, that if not at first 
sight, yet on a more intimate acquaintance, I might 
have calculated on something more than an avowal 
of friendship ; but my vanity has been justly checked, 
and I shall no longer ccmsider myself as possessini^ 
the irresistible qualities of captivating every beautiful 
woman by the overwhelming force of my personal 
charms. Come,'* said he, agam rallying w ilhelmina, 
'* Come, cousin, I am willing, yes, proudly willing, to 
be numbered among^ your friends — no more; I shall 
be richly repaid with that.'' 

** No mistake about that," said the Squire, rubbing 
his hands with py — " my Wilhelmina will always be 
the friend of Cousin Yakup." 

The following week found our heroine so perfectly 
recovered, that a return to their residence at Schenec- 
tady was considered now as a matter of course. Ar- 
rangements to that effect were therefore made, and 
in a few days they were again occupying their for- 
mer lodging in Cortlandt-street, at which place, and 
during iheir stay, they received the congratulatory 
visits of their immediate friends, and the introductory 
visits of the first families in New Amsterdam, among 
whom was that paragon of human excellence and 
worth, the amiable Mrs. Schuyler, of Albany, then on 
a visit to the metropolis. The acquaintance thus 
commenced at a distance from home between these 
families, grew into a friendship, which terminated 
but with their lives. 

The first week in September, found the Squire and 
his family on board the staunch sloop " Fortunatus," 
on their return voyage to the home of their fondest 
recollections, accompanied with the best wishes of 
their friendly acquaintances at New Amsterdam, 
whose regrets at parting were truly sincere. We shall 
therefore leave them to the management of the expe- 
rienced Hbuis Deiderich, whose skill in seamanship 
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was undoubted, and to whose cautious working of 
the sloop up the Hudson, together with the Divine 
protection, they were winning their way safely and 
slowly to the haven of their wishes. We shall, m our 
balloon, take start of them, and arriving some days 
in advance, see what has become of the various cha- 
racters that we have left distributed in the great field 
of our undertaking. 



EKD VOL. I. 




3 2044 077 877 082 



■■ 



